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I N T R O D U C T I _ O N 
Marriage i s control led by customs. Though re l ig ious 
a u t h o r i t i e s t r i e d to es tab l i sh a uniform kind of marriage, 
no nation even with decent cu l tu re and h is tory , has ever 
been able to enforce i t . In India the custom of giving some-
thing e i ther in cash or kind or both before and a f t e r wedding, 
to a bride and the groom out of affect ion i s not scanething 
of recent o r i g i n . But during fchelast th ree o r four decades 
i t s associa t ion with the p re s t i ge of a family has made the 
custcati a s lu r for our soc ie ty . Marriage, whether a re l ig ious 
o r a c i v i l contrac t , has become p l a in buying and se l l ing of 
grooms. 
By offering heavy dowries the parents of the g i r l s , 
who are not beaut i ful or educated or are even pys ica l ly 
deformed, can get t h e i r daughters married to handsome as well 
as to well educated boys. Sometimes i t halps the newly married 
couples in es tabl ish ing t h e i r homes. 
The l u s t for money and ge t t ing the socia l s t a tus for 
one ' s family has given b r i t h to the socia l e v i l s tha t become 
the root cause of suicides and murders of the b r ides . Bride 
burning for want of dowry has become a way of l i f e . 
Social reformers and other leaders induding the l e g i s -
l a t o r s had t r i e d to bring about a uniform type of marriage, 
but have fa i led in t h e i r e f for t s even through l e g i s l a t i o n . 
Different oommunities have d i f fe ren t marriage-customs, but 
t he custom of giving dowry i s shared by a l l the communities. 
However, i t s g r ip on the majority community, i . e . the Hindus 
i s t i g h t e r . Keeping t h i s i n view the word Hindu has not been 
included while assigning the subject headings 
The present work has been divided in to two p a r t s . Part 
one i s descr ip t ive and gives not only the o r ig in , causes and 
e f fec ts of the dowry but also a b i r d ' s eye view of the cus-
tom throughout the country. I t a lso covers the s teps taken 
i n eradicating the evi l a t d i f f e ren t l e v e l s . 
Part two contains a l i s t of pe r iod ica l s and composite 
books documented, a l i s t of subject headings under which the 
bibliography has been arranged, a l i s t of abbreviat ions and 
the main bibliography with annotat ions. T i t l e and author in -
dex has been given separa te ly . 
SQOPE; The bibliography includes 220 en t r i e s covering a l l the 
aspects of the systau s e l e c t i v e l y . 
SOURCE OF QOMPILATION; Bibliography i s mainly based on o r i -
g ina l sources and no secondary source has been consulted in 
i t s compilation. Annotations given cover e s sen t i a l poin ts 
s t ressed by the a u t h o r i ' s in the a r t i c l e s . 
STANDARDS FOLIJOWEP; AS fa r as poss ib le the Indian standard 
recommendations for b ib l iographical reference(IS: 2381-1963) 
have been followed. But in ce r t a in cases, such as indexing 
services in the country have been adopted. 
ARRA^ GEMENT; Efforts have been made to arrange the en t r i e s 
under oo-extensive subject headings. For t h i s puirpose a coin-
rehensive l i s t of subject headings was compiled which i s given 
as Chapter 2 of pa r t two. Although there i s always scope for 
difference of opinion on my i s sue , the l i s t of subject head-
ings wi l l genera l ly be fond following a l o g i c a l l y helpful 
sequence. 
Under each specif ic subject headings the en t r i e s have 
been arranged a lphabet ica l ly by author o r by t i t l e in case 
entry has been made under t i t l e . 
The en t r i e s are s e r i a l l y numbered. The following items 
of information are contained in the various types of e n t r i e s : 
Periodical A r t i c l e s ; 
a 
b; 
c 
d 
e 
f 
g 
h 
Ser ia l number 
Name of author 
T i t l e of contr ibut ion 
T i t l e of the per iod ica l in o r ig ina l o r abbreviated 
foun 
Volume number 
Issue number 
Year 
Inc lus ive pages containing the con t r ibu t ion . 
Specimen Entry; 
39. RITA RAHMTOOLA. Dowry: the crime with socia l sanct ion. 
Eve's WklV. 35, 6; 81; 47. 
Con t r ibu t i on t o coinposite book; 
a 
b: 
c 
d 
e 
f 
g 
h 
i, 
J 
k 
S e r i a l number 
Name of au thor 
T i t l e of c o n t r i b u t i o n 
Name of t h e au tho r o r t h e e d i t o r o r compilor of 
h o s t document. 
T i t l e of hos t document, 
Folume number 
E d i t i o n number 
Year of p u b l i c a t i o n 
Name of t h e p u b l i s h e r 
P lace of p u b l i c a t i o n 
I n c l u s i v e pages con ta in ing t h e hos t document. 
Specimen Ent ry ; 
217. KHATANA(R P) , Marriage and k i n s h i p of Gu ja r and 
Bakarwals of Jammun and Kashmir. In IMTIAZ AHMED, 
Ed, Family, k i n s h i p and mar r iage among muslims i n 
I n d i a . 1976, Manohar, New D e l h i . Chap 10, 
Newspaper a r t i c l e ; 
a) S e r i a l number 
b) Author 
c) T i t l e 
d) Abbrevia ted o r f u l l name of t h e newspaper. 
e) Date , month, y e a r , 
f) Page and columns. 
The Roman smal ls a t o h heve been used, fol lowing t h e 
p r a c t i c e of I n d i a n p r e s s Index, t o i n d i c a t e columns 1 t o 8 
on t h e page of a news pape r . 
Specimen Entry; 
WADHWA(P R ) . Dowry Dea ths , H_T. 8 J u l y 8 1 ; 9e , 
DOWRY SYSTEM IN INDIA 
• Dowry i s a term denot ing t h e p r o p e r t y , whether 
r e a l t y o r p e r s o n a l t y t h a t a wife b r i n g s to he r husband 
on m a r r i a g e . I n p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t i e s husbands make a 
payment t o t h e i r £ a t h e r - i n - l a w s , and t h e wife i s o f t en , 
i n e f f e c t bought frcxn her f a t h e r . The i d e a of dowry i s 
fundamental ly d i f f e r e n t , namely t h a t t h e b r i d e o r he r 
f a t h e r makes a payment t o he r husband t o he lp him t o 
d i s c h a r g e t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s he assumes on m a r r i a g e . 
But t h e i n s t i t u t i o n of dowry, performing t h e s e simple 
and e lemental f unc t ions i n r e l a t i o n t o o r d i n a r y mar r i ages , 
has p layed an impor tan t par± i n bu i ld ing t h e power and 
wea l th of g r e a t f a m i l i e s and even i n de te rmin ing t h e p o l i -
c i e s of s t a t e s . The importance of dowry i n t h e framing of 
d y n a s t i c p o l i c i e s i s ^ i t e m i z e d by t h e epigram A l i i b e l l a 
g e r u n t ; t u , f e l i x Aus t r i a , nube ( "o the r s wage wars : you 
happy Aus t r i a , g e t m a r r i e d " ) ; and t h e p r a c t i c e of p e r f o r -
ming mar r iage t o wars of conquest was not conf ined t o 
A u s t r i a . 
Dowry has been conven ien t ly def ined a s money, goods 
o r e s t a t e s , v^ ich a woman b r i n g s t o her husband i n mariiage. 
tiax. Radu has s a i d t h a t " o r d i n a r i l y dowry i s t h e p r o p e r t y 
which a man r e c e r v e s when he m a r r i e s , e i t h e r from h i s wi fe 
•Encyclopaedia B r i t a n n i c a 
o r her. family'*. Under Dowry Prohibi t ion Act 1961, Dowry 
has been defined as any property or valuable securi ty,which 
might be given d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y by one pa r ty in marrli-
age to the other par ty i n marjdage, e i t h e r by themselves 
o r through parents o r through any other person. Such a p re -
senta t ion can be e i the r before marriage o r a t t he time of 
marriage or a f t e r t h a t . 
As such dowry system i s ve i ^ old so f a r Hindu socie ty 
i s concerned. I t i s a widely accepted and soc i a l l y recognised 
i n s t i t u t i o n . I t i s qui te prevalent , though i n these days due 
to excessive dowry i t has created many socia l problems. One 
f inds tha t even i n Vedic Age dowry system was i n vogue and 
dowry was used as a means for a t t r a c t i n g good boys. This 
theme i s re ta ined even today. During ^ i c Age too dowry sys-
ten was i n p r a c t i c e though the concept of dowry had changed 
by then. I t was believed t h a t a g i r l has some r i g h t on the 
property of her parents and tha t some p a r t of t h a t need go 
to g i r l a t t he time of marriage* because she had no r i g h t 
of inher i t ance . The dowry was not claimed as a matter of 
r i g h t . I t was only the wi l l of parents who gave i t according 
t o t h e i r resources, capacity and also d e s i r e . With the pa-
ssage of time the conept of the dowry has changed and has 
become an i n t eg ra l pa r t of marriage; both are inseparab le . 
ORIGIN; To G.R.Nair i t s t a r t e d a s an innocen t custom, 
a symbol of l o v e from t h e lov ing p a r e n t s t o t h e i r d a u g h t e r s . 
But t o Nalni Singh i t was i n t r o d u c e d as a NAZRANA - a u n i -
l a t e r a l t r a n s f e r of sources by a g i r l ' s family a t h e r m a r r i -
age t o gzoom's family i n r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e l a t t e r s gene ro -
s i t y i n i n v i t i n g amputated human t o t h e i r home permanent ly . 
To Gippy Goyal i t i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o family p r o p e r t y o r 
t o d e s i r e of a cqu i r i ng i t , unearned o r o t h e r w i s e . 
H i s t o r i c a l l y i t owes i t s o r i g i n t o ; 
1- F a t h e r ' s wish t o g i v e h i s daugh te r a f a i r share 
i n h i s wor ld ly wea l th , which could not be done through 
normal i n h e r i t a n c e , s i n c e t h e sons i n h e r e t e d every-
t h i n g . 
2- Dowry took t h e form of i n s u r a n c e a g a i n s t t h e 
e v i l days when t h e g i r l ' s husband d ied and l e f t h e r 
wi thout s u p p o r t , 
3- Every f a t h e r wished t o show h i s l o v e fo r h i s 
daugh te r . 
Each of t h e s e r easons i s deeply roo ted i n man's n a t u r e 
and we can af f i rm t h e concept t h a t dowry had i t s o r i g i n i n 
goodwil l and a f f e c t i o n . 
I n course of t ime i t was accepted a s a s o c i a l custom 
and r e l i g i o u s s a n c t i o n was g r a n t e d to i t . According to 
Kumar Ranchandanl dowry as streedhan bestowed on the bridge 
by her parents before she i s handed over to her husband's 
family^ can serve as a source of genuine reassurance and 
p r o t e c t i o n to the young women. A l l coininunities i r r e s p e c t 
of caste# creed o r colour accepted the custom but no body 
claimed i t . 
Soc ie ty i s ever changing and the customs as part and 
parcel of the s o c i e t y go on changing t o o . They a l so take 
new d e f i n i t i o n s and new dimensions. New meanings are g iven 
that s u i t s the s o c i e t y which has agreed i t or i s l i v i n g with. 
Dowry was no except ion . I t too took a new meaning. Marriage* 
a s o c i a l o r r e l i g i o u s contract , became p l a i n buying and 
s e l l i n g due to t h i s new c o n c ^ t of dowry. Soc ie ty sanctioned 
i t as no body had to say anything against i t a t that t ime. 
The idea of s t a t u s and dowry became synonymous. This idea 
too was shared by a l l communities with equal vigour.Attempts 
were made by lower cas tes ( Indian s o c i e t y i s s t i l l based on 
c l a s s s tructure) to a t t a i n s o c i a l approval and have an up-
ward s o c i a l mov(anent# and the easy way open t o them was to 
o f f e r huge dowries to the boys of the higher c a s t e s . Good 
education, l u c r a t i v e appointment and a good foot ing i n a 
learned p r o f e s s i o n improved the s o c i a l and economic pos i t ion 
of a youth and made him immensely a t t r a c t i v e as a soo-iiv-
law. This market developed as both g i v e r as we l l as taker 
e x i s t e d and continue to e x i s t because o£ s o c i e t y ' s approval. 
GAUSESi Why Dowry was accepted by s o c i e t y without 
questioning i t s va l id i ty^ because o£ the f a c t o r s : 
1- Des ire of marrying daughter i n h i g h t e r - s t a t u s 
f a m i l i e s . 
2- Aff luent son->ln-law was considered a s ta tus 
symbol and dowry was used t o a t t r a c t boys having 
education - formal or p r o f e s s i o n a l . 
3- Show of dowry improved the s o c i a l s ta tus of 
the family . 
4- Our s o c i e t y i s coroMupt and black money has 
not been checked so far# t h i s money provided impetus 
to the dowry. 
5- Woman was perceived to be l e s s worthy than 
man* hence the family tha t accepts her i n marriage 
i s perce ived to be burdened with "a net economic 
l i a b i l i t y ' * . 
6> To induce groom to cone and be the permanent 
member of the b r i d e ' s family . 
7- I t provided economic s t a b i l i t y to the newly 
married coup l t . 
&. Education was not g iven to the g i r l and the 
amount thus saved was used at the time of marriage. 
9- Man's unbridled avarice and greed . 
Thus we may say tha t soc ia l , economic and educational 
fac tors , a l l helped in the development and the continuance 
of the dowry. 
As the customs continued, i t had an i nev i t ab l e impact 
over the marriage. Since dowry entered the s t a t e where the 
groom's family began to claim for i t , the groom's worth 
began to be determined in terms of cash and kind. When with 
the spread of education, general and technica l , the number 
of doctors, engineers, lawyers e t c . increased, t h e i r p r i ce 
too increased in the marriage market. We can say tha t they 
brought good fortune not for themselves only but for o ther 
family m^ibers a l s o . An Indian br ide i s expected to bring 
g i f t s with her for every member of the family of her-irv-laws 
and even for her husband's other r e l a t ions who are deemed to 
be close to the family i . e . uncle, aunt e t c . 
In search of s ta tus and the family(because of i t s 
prime importance) and not the groom the s ize and the contents 
of the dowry often became the matter of d ispute , and pressure 
was always exerted on the b r i d e ' s family to give as much as 
they could. Society bowed before the custom, nourished i t 
and by now i t has become a s lu r on our soc ie ty . Shame not for 
our society but for the humanity on the whole. 
EVIL EFFECTS; Since the custom became r ig id , assumed new mean-
ing and i t s associa t ion with p re s t i ge , individual as well as 
soc ia l , i t gave r i s e to sociological as well as psychological 
problans . I t caused f ru s t r a t i on not 
only to the br ides but to t h e i r parents as we l l . 
Parents t r y to buy t h e i r daughter ' s so ca l led 
happiness, but once i t s t a r t s i t never ends. Those who can 
not give huge dowries, marriages i n such cases a r e delayed, 
posl^poned and even broken. As such i t over-shadows the 
very concept of marriage and divides the socie ty on econo-
mic b a s i s . Families where br ides come with l e s s dowzy be-
come he l l for than on t h i s e a r t h . Dowry which was once 
given to the b r ide to ensure her comfort i n case any mis-
fortune might be fa l l her, i s no longer the property on which 
she can claim any r i g h t . She has no J u r i s d i c t i o n over i t s 
u se . I t becomes the property of the ii>.laws and they alone 
can use i t as they p l ease . In most of the cases the br ide 
has to depend on her parents when her s a r i i s to rn and the 
paren ts have to give a new one to her, but cannot ask for 
a new one which she has brought with her a t t h e time of 
marriage. 
Marriage a r e l ig ious sacrament, turned irnto a soc ia l 
cont rac t between the fami l ies . The buying of t he badldegroom 
l i k e a commodity fxxxa the marriage market and the bargain-
ing , has reduced marriage to commercial t r ansac t ions than 
t h e ^ i r i t u a l covenauts. A family i s always i n search of 
a boy having good market value e i t h e r due to hisljLgh cas te 
o r h i s profess ional qua l i f i ca t ion , who wi l l add p r e s t i g e 
to the family. If t he b r i d e ' s parents are wealthy enough 
they can induoehim to the extent t h a t he becomes a per-
manent member of the family and thus can have a sigh of 
r e l i e f as the groom i n such cases has t o look a f t e r than 
sooner o r l a t e r . Among the af f luent the soi>-ii>-law i s as 
much a s t a tu s symbol as an impoirted c a r . 
The groom's family too i s not i n t e r e s t e d i n a b r ide 
who wi l l be beaut i ful o r educated, liwt the one who i s able 
t o briixf with her a l l those comforts t h a t a re considered 
to be useful i n a modem family. If the dowry which she has 
brought with her i s short of any item, she wi l l be rebuked 
and dishonoured a t every s t ep . I f she i s hximiliated and 
elqpiaited to the extent tha t i t becomes unbearable for her 
to cope wp with the circumstances then the easy thing for 
her ge t r id of a l l t h i s i s to put an end to her miserable 
l i f e . Thus she can free herself from the f e t t e r s by which 
the society has bounded her . I t proves the miserable socia l 
and economic degeneration of our society which brings about 
the down f a l l of a br ide even when br ida l robes have not 
been changed. Returning to the parents home i s t o t a l l y ruled 
out because of soc ia l stigma. In most of the cases br ides 
have been murdered even before t h e i r parents had cleared 
the debts Incurred on the marriage. In case she comes back 
to her parents they feel themselves he lp le s s , t r y t h e i r bes t 
to have a fresh agreement with her in-laws to avoide any 
humiliat ion a t the hands of soc ie ty . They a t t h i s stage can 
not imagine the f a t a l f a t e which i s awaiting t h e i r daughter 
with h i s stomach empty enough to be f i l l e d by the dowry 
which she brings whenever she comes back from her parenta l 
house to the ii>-laws. 
The ajrgu-ment t h a t the fa ther of a son has every r igh t 
to expect as well as the demand dowry because he has spent 
a l o t on h i s education and has enabled him to gain social 
s t a tu s i s not morally sound. I t i s morally un jus t i f i ab l e to 
expect the br ide o r her parents to rqpay alongwith i n t e r e s t 
the money spent on the education of the groom. 
Why people forget or overlook the fac t t h a t the person 
on whose education they have spent money i s no o ther than 
t h e i r own son whom they have given b i r t h and whom they 
expect to be the only consolat ion i n the old age? Have they 
no claim on him? Why they ignore the fact t h a t on the b r i d e ' s 
education too money has been spent? 
As the years r o l l on, the gr ip of dowry becomes 
l i g h t e r . I t has become blemish on our cu l tu re and a disease 
which i s eating in to the fabr ic of our socia l l i f e . I t has 
l e f t thousands of young g i r l s with t e a r s i n t h e i r eyes which 
(73) 
are exoding out base l ike a great ^ c l o n e . 
How a young g i r l i s eaqploited and hxuniliated in 
our society has been described as under! 
"Behind her hangs her degree cer t i f i ca te , on her 
l ight i s the cake she has learned to bake in her cookery 
c lass and in between the folds of her sari peeps discreet 
l i t t l e tag, anouncing the buyer wi l l get for l i f t i n g the 
(83) good". 
I t i s th i s price tag that has flamed the traditional 
signal for a pervasive low mood on the arrival of a femal 
child and has made her an economic l i a b i l i t y for her parents. 
The lus t for money has made our young folk to bow 
before the monster of dowry who i s sucking the blood of 
the unfortunate parents and of their daughters. The wrong 
values attached to the material wealth and the fear of l o s -
ing prestige coropells the fathers to spend much more than 
they can afford which makes them^ <il slaves alongwith their 
male children of the person from whom they might have 
borrowed i t . The slavery i t i s said has never been practi-
sed in India but i n out times i t i s practised i n every family 
Bride i s the slave of her in>laws and her parents too look 
to be born s laves . 
Showy weddings and magnificient dowry i s the only 
means to get social recognition for ones family. As an occa-
sion i t provides the best opportunity to make a show of 
one ' s wealth. "Khandan k i I zza t " i s paraded for public 
appraisal and yet the fear remains t h a t too much may not 
(88) 
be enough. This i s the time which affords bes t opportuni-
ty to the groom and h is family and i t s proper use can 
make t h e i r l i f e as p res t ig ious as they are able to make 
out of i t . Here they can buy socia l approval for t h e i r 
family. The parents of a br ide who cannot spend too rouch# 
the th rus t of gaining o r re ta in ing t r a d i t i o n a l p r e s t i ge 
i s cos t ly to them but a t the same time des i rab le a l s o . 
Mostly, the marriages are delayed, postponed and even 
broken for want of dowxry. The system p e r s i s t s unabated. 
Dowry deaths have by now become so common t h a t i t no 
longer makes a hot news. The gap between the p r e c ^ t and 
the p rac t i ce i s the root cause of i t s continuance. Wise 
people t a lk of soc io - re l ig ious sanction behind t h i s custom. 
But i s there any r e l ig ion i n t h i s world which sanctions 
(113) 
the Iximing of a wife because of inadequate dowry? 
Oiange i s inherent i n a society because of i t s 
dynamic na ture . We may or may not t r y to change i t but i t 
w i l l change. We plan simply to have a desired change. So 
fa r t h i s system i s ooncemed we have not t r i e d to make any 
desired change,in i t . When the o o n c ^ t of marriage to be 
understood i n terms of dowry, we remained s i l e n t . Now the 
na tu ta l calaroily has over-taken u s . I t i s the reason for 
what we had noble a t one time# has become a horror a t 
p r e sen t . I t has fcaken the shape of a ghost which haunts 
everywhere. We fee l by now t h a t i t i s a blemish on our 
cu l tu re and a d isease which i s eating in to the fabr ic of 
our social l i f e . We claim t h a t our society i s a c i v i l i z e d 
one« free and independent, but t h i s p r ide f a l l s i t s e l f 
when we come across a d i s t r e s sed fa ther and a deserted 
lady . The paren ts refoice# when a baby i s bom and the 
wrinkles on t h e i r foreheads are qui te v i s i b l e when the 
new comer i s a feroal one. The reason i s t h a t a lady i s a 
net economic l i a b i l i t y v^ereas a boy i s a check tha t can 
be cashed a t any t ime. There i s no place for Madame de 
s t e a l who says t h a t Genius has no sex. 
The wcxnen's movements have gained movementum from 
time to time for attacOcing the old customs and for regain-
ing t h e i r s t a t u s . They have succeeded i n ceri^ain aspects 
but t h i s custcxn i s so deeprooted tha t i t wi l l s t i l l take 
time to root i t up because both g iver as well as the bene-
f i t e r l i v e . i n our socie ty . The forces t ha t d iscr iminate 
against lady from cradle to grave are within her family 
a l s o . Her unrecognised childhood i s followed by thankless 
wifehood and self->annihi&ating motherhood. As such she has 
to tolerate much more than her fa ir share. 
I t affirms the fact that one's gender determines 
one's worth. Dowry i s the roost permanent addit ive. Educa-
t ion and employment make no difference but place a double 
burden on the g i r l ' s shoulders - she has to cope up with 
her job and to f u l f i l l the duties of her house also . Her 
earnings also are of l i t t l e value for her because the i n -
law claims the ir right on everything that belongs to her. 
Gandhiji had said that "if parents were to educate 
the ir daughters as they educate their sons# so as to enable 
them to earn an independent l iv ing , they won't have to worry 
themselves over the select ion of the husbands for their 
daughters". But when Gandhiji saw the educated ones are 
also humiliated in one or other way he said thai, "there 
i s something radically wrong in the system of education 
that f a i l s to arm g i r l s and boys to f ight against social 
or other e v i l s . That education alone i s of value which draws 
out the facul t i es of a student so as to enable liin/her to 
solve correctly the probloms of l i f e in every department". 
His message to the nation was that as long as the birth of 
a g ir ld does not receive the same welcome as that of a boy, 
so long we should know that India i s suffering from partial 
paralysis . 
Those who claim t o be followers of Gandhi know very 
well what was h i s message but how far they follow him i s 
qu i t e c l e a r . 
When Manu the grea t Hindu law g ivers said tha t a 
woman has t o be under her Father during childhood, under 
her son during old age* nevertheless balanced t h e statement 
by saying tha t a society i n which the woman i s not honouiied 
w i l l be condemned to damination. 
Oorroach(m) has said, "Never has man dug a deeper 
p i t for himself than did the Piindu when he worshipped goddesses 
and degraded women, when he adored the mother and s l ighted 
the wife. 
When we boast of our c iv i l i z ed society we mean tha t 
we l i v e in a society were men and women respect each other ; 
where the family i s a symbol of love and paragon of heaven; 
where man and woman share the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s equally in 
every walk of l i f e . 
We should not forget t h a t there i s no society which 
i s free of socia l e v i l s . These ev i l s are eradicated by dif-
ferent p e r s o n a l i t i e s at d i f fe ren t l eve l s i n d i f fe ren t degrees. 
Since the o r ig in of the socia l e v i l s concerning woman dif-
ferent movements have been launched from time to t ime. The 
notion tha t woman i s concerned with du t i e s and not with 
r i gh t s has been changed now. The saying tha t home and children 
fo r her and p o l i t i c s and war for man are now the things 
of the p a s t . A change has ootne and we see l ad i e s p a r t i -
cipat ing and working with man i n every walk of l i f e . She 
i s now her co-par tner . But t h i s change has not been 
sensed in the socie ty as a whole but only i n few families 
whom we may c a l l enlightened ones . 
Higher education helps one to develop o n e ' s mental 
and moral c a p a b i l i t i e s . I t i s the ch ise l l ing of f iner 
i n s t i n c t s by f ine r and sharper ins t ruments . The more edu-
cated person, the f iner and deeper wi l l be h i s moral and 
mental i n s t i n c t s . But has our young folk been able to 
achieve t h i s a f t e r going through i t . Had i t been so# i t 
would have been eas ie r to overpower the demon of dowry who 
has not been s a t i s f i e d by human t e a r s and sighs but has 
s t a r t e d demanding human hlood. The vict ims of t h i s devil 
a r e not i l l i t r a t e s alone but a lso those who claim to be 
educated. What we mean by education i s qu i t e d i f f e r e n t . 
By education we mean a person who knows reading,wri t ing 
a s k i l l which enables him to earn for h i s l ive l ihood . I f 
he has a t t a ined the professional education i t w i l l help 
him to claim a s t a t u s i n a soc ie ty . He i s pres t igeous 
member of the society and the beating hear t of the family 
but wi l l maintain d i sc ree t s i l ence when h i s parents claim 
h i s pound of f lesh in kind at t he time of marriage. His 
education i s of no use to the society on the whole. He 
becomes deaf and dumb to the cr ies of the society on 
whose breast he has sucikled and has got the nourishment. 
He expects everything from society tut does not hesi tate 
while crushing the inner most emotions of that society 
of which he i s a mQ:nber. This sort of education we may 
say i s no education but rightly a skilly a source of l i \ d l -
hood. By gaining the status he t r i e s his level best to be 
an a t t rac t ive son-in-law, induces the family involved to 
die an unnatural death by his unsatisfied agreed for raoney* 
attacJiing an altogether a r t i f i c i a l dowry value upon his 
so called education* 
Dowry system has piosoned and polluted our society. 
The child which i s a nature 's g i f t and an object of joy 
and happiness i s transformed into an object of tremendous 
worries for the parents. They suffer, los t the l a s t b i t of 
t he i r solace and comfor~t due her bir th as they are well 
aware of the fact that not only the child but they too 
wi l l be humiliated and exploited in the marriage market. 
The birth of a son i s jus t the opposite of i t , and s t i l l 
we boast of living in a civi l ized society having equal 
r ights and probibiting discrimination. Ours i s a society 
which i s safe guarding the i t s weaker sections and provid-
ing full f a c i l i t i e s to the individuals to develop the i r 
personal i t ies . If a social purpose I s against the Indi-
vidual* i* purpose, then society must certainly provide for 
some form of protest from the Individual. The problem, both 
for Individual and society. Is to achieve a compromise 
without necessarily wrecking the values cherished by ei ther 
But th is i s a l l theor i t lca l ly , in practical l i f e these things 
are far away from t ru th . 
To achieve something in the practical f ield leaders 
and the reformers come to the forefront and the i r efforts 
make a society what i t claims to be. For the eradication 
of social evils they have to prescribe f i r s t the proper 
reraedy and then work hard for the cure. The evi ls cannot 
be rooted out merely by holding conventions and passing 
resolutions. So far as the dowry i s concerned efforts should 
be made not only to find the v i l l a ins and the victims but 
the cause that has given bi r th to i t . All the movements 
in th i s direction have not achieved the goal up t i l now. 
One of the reasons may be that reform roovanents have 
los t the vigour because social work has become far less 
important than the pol i t ica l one. Those who s t a r t the for-
mer loose no (dian^e in joining the l a t t e r . I t i s the reason 
why the painful scenes of women's position in India are 
seen even after three decades of Ind^endence. 
SOCIAL EVILS A^D REFORM MOVEMENTS; We know t h a t s o c i a l 
e v i l s a r e hard t o d i e because of t h e i r deep r o o t s i n t r a -
d i t i o n but we should not f o r g e t t h a t extreme s i t u a t i o n s 
need d r a s t i c s o l u t i o n . The i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s of t h e reform 
movements l ed Sheikh Abdullah t o say t h a t " i t i s indeed 
v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o change one*s h e a r t when t h e r e a r e p r o s -
p e c t s of inmed ia t e p r o f i t a t t h e cos t of o t h e r s . That can-
not be done u n l e s s i t i s enforced by law wi thou t f e a r o r 
favourV. The demand f o r i t s e r a d i c a t i o n i s a denand f o r 
p r o s p e r i t y , s a f e r l i v i n g and a l l - r o u n d p e a c e . Keeping t h i s 
i n view Gandhi j i has s a i d t h a t "Any young man who makes 
dowry a c o n d i t i o n f o r mar r i age d e s c r e d i t s h i s educa t ion 
and h i s count ry and d ishonours womanhood, Youngman who s o i l 
t h e i r f i n g e r s w i th such i l l - g o t t e n gold should be excommu-
n i c a t e d from t h e s o c i e t y ? 
As such a l l t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s o l d and new/ p o l i t i c a l 
and r e l i g i o u s , should uitLte once aga in to launch a s t r u g g l e 
on wcxnen's i s s u e i n g e n e r a l and dowry system i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
because t h e r e i s a c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e women and 
t h e s t a t e of economic and s o c i a l development of a c o u n t r y . 
Reformers and o t h e r l e a d e r s should t r y to i n s p i r e t h e s e 
movements as l e g a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t e p s have not been 
e f f e c t i v e i n t h i s r e g a r d . S t r u g g l e on r a d i c a l l i n e s should 
be s t a r t e d and t h e c r e a t i o n of p u b l i c op in ion i n favour of 
t he rnovanent can only be of inunense he lp . We should not 
overlook the fac t tha t char i ty begins a t home. Reform move-
ments too should be s t a r t ed from the re . F i r s t the family 
manbers who are f a i t h f u l l to the t r a d i t i o n s should be edu-
cated. Reformers should se t an example before the people 
by arranging dowryless marriages of t h e i r sons and daughters 
and of those who come within t h e i r fold. Why our reform 
movements have f a i l ed to curb t h e ev i l i s simply because 
the re has been a big gap between what they preach and what 
they p r a c t i s e . Thus we can a t l e a s t stop the ooncerous 
growth of t h i s e v i l . Whole hearted publ ic cooperation i s 
needed. We have to make people conscious of what i s good 
and bad for them, then allow them to take decis ions f reely 
t h a t are of t h e i r concern. Then we can see the change for 
which we have been waiting since long. 
Mass media can also be helpful ro le inareat ing publ ic 
opinion against t h e social e v i l s . Anti-dowry programmes 
may be arranged and the young generat ion from d i f fe ren t 
communities should invi ted to p a r t i c i p a t e i n these programmes. 
The dowry mongers who pose to be p i l l e r s of the society i f 
not the soc ia l reformers should be exposed without any 
favour or f ea r . Evil ef fects should be highlightened every 
now and then. Here we do not need any special qua l i f i ca t ion 
o r plenty of l e i s u r e . Once the work in t h i s d i rec t ion i s 
s t a r t ed the spark of happiness t h a t has been extinguished 
wi l l be kindled once more. 
The Religious leaders - those persons who are supposed 
to enlighten the moral and s p i r i t u a l i n s t i n c t s of a person 
should perform t h e i r du t ies as i s expected from them. There 
g r ip on ce r t a in sect ions of the society i s r e a l l y t i g h t e r 
than tha t of p o l i t i c i a n s o r o ther reformers. By giving 
spiritual and moral lessons they can help i n eradicat ing 
these social e v i l s . I s there any re l ig ion tha t sanctions 
the sac r i f i ce of a young br ide for want of dbwry? Certainly 
t he answer w i l l be i n the nega t ive . Then why are the r e l i -
gious leaders s i l e n t spectators? The cow s laughter can 
bring a nation-wide revolution but the br ide burning wi l l 
not make them to awake and help the d i s t r e s s e d . 
Tragic s ide of the p i c t u r e i s not t ha t reformers and 
o the r leaders have been s i l e n t spectators* but women than-
selves# consciously o r unconsciously have helped in sprea(^ 
ing the e v i l . Because women are more t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s . VJbmen 
have ful l au thor i ty over her son, but takes ac t ive p a r t i n 
humiliating and exploit ing the young br ide i f she comes 
with inadequate dowry. Woman as mother-in-law t r i e s her 
bes t to bring d i s a s t e r to the family involved and takes a 
sigh of r e l i e f when the br ide embraces the flames. The p a r t 
of v i l l a n of the Shakespearen tragedy and t h a t of mother-in 
law are not very d i s t i n c t , the only difference i s tha t the 
Shakespearean Vi l lan i s moto l e s s where as mother-inF-law 
i s in search of prey who can bring more and more to her 
family. How an af fec t iona te mother turns in to a cruel mother-
in-law i s a mystry unsolved so f a r . 
The educated g i r l s disappear from the publ ic l i f e 
as soon as they are discharged from schools and col lege . 
The sole aim a f t e r marriage, before them, i s to dedicate 
themselves to serve t h e i r man alone, ( if they are lucky 
enoiigh to have such opportunity) , but ignore the s i s t e r s 
who are l e s s for tunate than them. 
G i r l s should refuse to marry a man who has abnormal 
claims. Women have to f ight for t h e i r share i f they ha*e 
to l i v e hnourably i n t h i s male-adominated soc i e ty . They 
should free themselves of the chains by which they have 
been chained s ince cen tu r ies . I f she comes to know tha t 
her husband loves the property and has l u s t for money she 
should re turn to her parenta l house and without any hes i t a -
t i on , break down the marriage t i e s . Though socie ty wil l 
not allow i t , but when a woman has prepared her mind to 
f ight for her due and to achieve what has been taken from 
her she can de f in i t e ly find herse l f i n b e t t e r p o s i t i o n . 
She should feel t h a t she too i s a respectable member of 
t h e society and has every r i g h t to l i v e as f ree ly as her 
co-par tner . How fa r can a society deny her, her due when 
she wi l l be armed with vigour and has a d e f i n i t e goal to 
achieve. If a woman wants to belong to herself , how fa r 
can she be pu«hed before she s t r i k e s back. Then the or -
ganisa t ions which are concerned with the welfare of the 
woman a t d i f fe ren t l eve l s can be of help to he r . They wi l l 
de f in i t e ly nourish her revolutionary ideas and her ac t ions . 
She should remenber tha t f i r s t she i s a human being then 
a lady. Those who are i n the parliament should do t h e i r 
bes t to make the laws, t ha t guard the i n t e r e s t of the woman 
more s t r i c t l y . Educated folk can sha t t e r the a r t i f i d a l 
b a r r i e r s of cas te and creed. Simple and dowryless marriages 
should be encouraged. Showy ones should be discouraged a t 
a l l the l e v e l s . Vtoman organizat ions should ac t as watch-
dogs i n exposing the persons who are behind these showy 
marr iages. 
The current resurgence of women's organizat ions i n 
t he country, represented by organisa t ions i n Delhi, i s 
centred around dwry# rape and s a t i . The a c t i v i s t organisa-
t i o n s in vanguard of t h i s movement defined the bottom 
l i m i t s of to te rance and endurance by concentrating on sta:rk 
i n j u s t i c e s . This i s a major g a i n . I t i s equally important 
however to evaluate t h e i r activism i n the context of 
fundamental transformations required. (H.T.8 March 81) . 
However, such organisa t ions should act along a 
planned ac t ion and should keep an ideal before them. 
They should not l ink thonselves with p o l i t i c a l o r r e l i -
gious i n s t i t u t i o n s . They should t ry to se t free the woman 
from the t r a d i t i o n a l f e t t e r s and ensure her p lace in home 
as well as i n soc ie ty . Within a family she should have 
her share of parenta l a f fec t ion , and should have a r igh t 
to take free decis ion in personal ma t t e r s . In society shee 
should be t r ea t ed f i r r t as human being then as a lady; r e s -
tor ing man to humanity wi l l mean ensuring her p lace i n 
soc ie ty . Personal motives should be sacr i f i ced for the 
good of the hvunanity. Often the persons having se l f i sh 
motives dominate these organisa t ions and use them as too l s 
for a t ta in ing t h e i r goa l s . The organisa t ions should k e ^ 
v i g i l t ha t such persons a re not coming within t h e organiza-
t i o n . Bnopty slogans should be replaced by decis ive movements 
which should do t h e i r best i n mobilising the publ ic opinion 
against the heinous crimes against woman. Social^ moral 
and economic f ac to r s which are responsible for the d i s c r i -
mination of woman should be found out and remedial measures 
tought of. 
STEPS TAKEN BY THE GOVERMMEHT AM) THE SOCIErY*S 
RESPOIP 
The woman i s f u l l y p r o t e c t e d i n ou r s t a t u t e book. 
Many of t h e laws t h a t have been passed i n r e c e n t decades 
t o br ing d i g n i t y and p rov ide j u s t i c e t o t h e woman i n I n d i a 
a r e s t i l l awai t ing f u l l id ip lementa t ion . Drawing room d i s -
cus s ions and t h e mere p a s s i n g of t h e laws a r e not enough* 
The laws should be t a i l o r e d t o s u i t t h e u r g e n t needs of 
t h e s o c i e t y . Courts a r e unable t o he lp t h e v i c t i m s because 
of the loopho les i n t h e s e l aws . The demand f o r more r a t i o n a l 
and e f f e c t i v e laws a g a i n s t dowry has been hanging f i r e . 
The laws e x i s t i n g a r e being v i o l a t e d by a l l t h e c l a s s e s 
a t a l l t h e l e v e l s . The very a c t f o r which t h e Moroen had 
fought i s i n u l t i f i e d with i roput iny. L i t e r a l l y t h e women a r e 
r o a s t e d and t h e c o u r t s a r e h e l p l e s s and s t i l l t h e laws 
adorn t h e s t a t u t e book. Both p u b l i c and t h e law makers a r e 
g u i l t y of v i o l a t i n g them. 
I n d i a was f o r t u n a t e enough i n t h a t t h e freedom 
s t r u g g l e of i t s peop le was a l s o a s t r u g g l e of women f o r 
t h e i r r i g h t s and l e g l i m a t e p l a c e i n s o c i e t y . S ince t h e days 
of Raja Ram Mohan Roy t h e women's movements have been 
backed by en l i gh t ened p e r s o n a l i t i e s which r e s u l t e d i n 
Acts l i k e Marr iage Act 1955, jproperty Act and Dowry p r o -
h i b i t i o n Act 1961 . They had a s igh of r e l i e f when t h e s e 
laws entered the s t a t u t e book and were thus t he guarantee 
for the women's p ro tec t ion . A number of o ther laws to 
gaurd women economically, socia l as well as p o l i t i c a l l y 
have been passed so fa r . The leaders thought t h a t the women 
cons t i t u t e one-half of the count ry ' s apopulation and a re 
the backbone of domestic l i f e and of soc ia l harmoney. 
Let a man be careful to honour h i s wife* for he owes 
to her a l l the b less ings of h i s house. Talmud 
The womanhood in the vedic period had i t s heights 
and depths* i t s b r igh te r and darker spots . Woman was regard-
ed with due respect i n every sphere of l i f e* and she was 
not subject to any merci less law of an unsympathtic society 
Even when she overstepped moral laws she was judged with 
sympathy. Spinning and weaving and p rac t i s ing medicine 
assured the woman of India economic independence while 
philosophy and theology gave her confidence and poise when 
she stood i n the general assembly debating abs t ruse po in t s 
with the g r ea t e s t mind's of the age. Her s t a t u s could have 
been envoy of her s i s t e r s anywhere in the world but a t pce-
sent the pos i t ion i s exactly the reverse . How she i s 
t r ea ted from cradle to grave i s a dark spot not on the 
face of India alone but on tha t of humanity as a whole. 
I n shas t ra ic tiroes masculine and p r i e s t l y dominance began 
to take root and p r e v a i l . 
There was a time when woman was adorned and t r ea ted 
as co-partner of her man. No re l ig ious function was ever 
complete t i l l she was not by the s ide of her husbard. Even 
today the presence of women i n re l ig ious cermonies i s esserv-
t i a l . Mostly the sources of i n sp i r a t i on were not the Gods 
but the Goddesses. In epics we read how heroines are made 
t o weep and with tear fu l eyes plead the goddess for the 
welfare of the knigbwts. Woman as a mother was most widely 
respected and had acknowledged power, as daughter she was 
loved much more than her brother and keen i n t e r e s t was taken 
about he* education e tc , her innermost fee l ings and des i r e s 
were respected. Socially she was equal to man. The saying 
was there tha t where women are honoured Gods a re pleased. 
Life came from food. Food came from s o i l , man came 
from woman, woman gave l i f e . All her g i f t s of care , nursing 
and begetting led log ica l ly enough to the concept of woman 
as SHAKTI - the strength of man and h i s household. 
Time r o l l s on, leaves the grea t impressions too deep 
to be eradicated and the h i s t r i a n records i t fo r future 
geneiration. The above concept of womanhood appears to us 
now j u s t l i k e a dream which the h i s to r i ans may have dreamt 
l i k e Kubla Khan by ooler idge. 
Once again we find tha t woman l o s t her p o s i t i o n . 
The marriage of the g i r l and the r i t u a l l s prescr ibed be-
came too complicated as well as an essen t i a l b i t t e r doze 
of medicine to a serious p a t i e n t . Woman gave up the vedic 
s t ud i e s . I t helped the man to develop h i s own persona l i ty 
and he s t a r t ed d ic t a t ing terms to the lady who came to her 
possess ion. He took her as a commodity fix)ra her parenta l 
house. Her parents too used her as a source for improving 
t h e i r f inancial pos i t i on . What they received was known as 
b r ide -pr ice and i s s t i l l p rac t i sed in t r i b a l world. They 
Jus t i fy i t by saying tha t t he gtfflom takes something, so 
he should give something. Another j u s t i f i c a t i o n for prac-
t i s i n g i t i s t h a t s ince the parents household loses one 
helper and have to suffer economically, thus i t i s proper 
for them to be adequately compensated. Among ce r t a in t r i b a l 
a reas the groom has to undergo strong physical t o r t u r e before 
receiving or gaining the b r ide . In o ther areas he has t o 
beg even though he i s a seal thy person to ensure to the 
parents of the br ide t ha t he can keep her, even though he 
may have to beg. I t i s here t h a t the woman was reduced to 
a commodity and was an immediate source of fori;une for her 
p a r e n t s . Customs and usage present her with the da i ly tyranny 
of child-bearing kitchen and se rv i tude . She became to depend 
f i r s t on her paren ts and then on her husband. As such her 
freedt^n was r e s t r i c t e d and her opinion was not sought in 
mat ters l i k e marriage though these were, of her concern 
alone. Since man had purchased her, he had fu l l author i ty 
over her . At times he sold her and she could not i n t e r r u p t . 
A time caiae t h a t man thought her to be a net econo-
mic l i a b i l i t y . He sought the help of her paren ts for keep-
ing her . Since she could not inhere t anything from the 
property of her parents , parents out of a f fec t ion s t a r t ed 
to give some g i f t s to the br ide a t the time depar ture . They 
f e l t i t t h e i r e th i ca l duty a l s o . All these worked together 
and developed to such an extent tha t the g i r l became the 
victim of the custom. The humiliat ion and the ejcploitation 
of the parents as well as of t he daughter in t he marriage 
market compelled t h e i r parents to do away with the female 
chi ld and these p rac t i ces were prevalent even when Br i t i she r s 
came to India Women of our times are not weak, but have 
been made so by these heineous customs. 
Today she has proved t h a t she can become best admi-
n i s t r a t o r , a good lawyer e tc and can work in any f ie ld as 
e f f i c i en t ly as man. She came out from the four wal ls and 
has proved tha t she i s no more a weaker sex. She has proved 
her worth in economic, p o l i t i c a l , social and educational 
f i e l d s . But t h i s change has not been t he r e on radica l l i n e s . 
This change i s evident only in few fami l ies . Had i t not be 
so then INDIRA GANDHI would not have said t ha t "Lower s t a tus 
for women hampers the growth of the human race . She made 
t h e statement i n 1975. I t affirms t h e concept t h a t the equal 
s t a t u s ensured to woman by the s t a t u t e Book has not been 
honoured so f a r . 
The discr iminat ion and explo i ta t ion of the woman has 
not become the th ings of the p a s t . She has not been l i b e r a -
ted even though she worked hand i n hand with man for the 
freedOTi of her beloved countiry. The word "equal i ty" has 
become a term fu l l of confusion. There i s growing violence 
and dehumanisation which has led the hximan dimension and 
the s p i r i t of man to diminish, 
Maririage has renained the only dest iny of the woman 
and i t has nourished the ©ffensive customs l i k e b r ide -p r i ce 
and dowry. The hardships and t h e humiliat ion a t every step 
have crushed her . Every function and every f e s t i v a l t ha t 
preceds o r follows her wedding.brings a d r a s t i c change i n 
the economic pos i t i on of her parenta l house. They think 
t h a t cost ly g i f t s a re the only things t h a t can ensure her 
happiness. She i s used now a source of p rospe r i ty by her-
in-laws, whose empty stomach remains as i t i s even i f she 
may bring with her a l l the comforts ej^ected in a modern 
family. 
Whether the re may be the custom of br ide p r i ce or 
of dowry in every case woman i s a source of prosper i ty e i t h e r 
for her /parents o r for her iiv-laws. She i s r e a l l y LAKSHMI 
for e i t h e r of them, gaining nothing but losing something 
a t every s t e p . 
As socia l progress came to be l inked with the pos i -
t i o n of the woman i n the society attempts were made to 
r a i s e her s t a t u s . The society which igonores the progress 
of the woman folk remains ig no r e n t . Plato had said tha t 
to educate a man i s to educate an individual but to educate 
a woman i s to educate the whole nat ion. To Karl Mart "Social 
progress can be measured p rec i se ly by the soc ia l pos i t ion 
of the f a i r sex". All these notions worked together and the 
laws were passed to do away with the customs t h a t had become 
the s lu r on the face of humanity. Orthodox sect ion of the 
socie ty vehanently opposed these laws but the reform move-
ment got the upper hand. The l a t e s t to f ind t he place in 
s t a t u t e book was Dowry Prohib i t ion Act. when the Act entered 
the s t a t u t e book in 1961 mi l l ions breathed a sigh of r e l i e f 
t h a t a t l a s t t h i s ev i l p r a c t i c e was ending. 
The ludspeakers t h a t echoed with fervour the g rea t 
hopes of feeedom from bondage were s t i l l urging/ when people 
s t a r t ed receiving dowry through backdoor. I t i s hard to 
bel ieve but a sad t ru th t h a t paren ts even today freely quote 
t he f igures demanded of them and the young groom respects 
h i s l i f e pa r tne r i n terms of money she brings with her , 
ftomen are s t i l l cryiiJg i n the s i l ence when they see t h e i r 
paren ts stiruggling to buy husbands for them. They suffer 
and some are driven to desparat ion and suic ides when t h e i r 
parents are unable to ooroply with demands of dowry. Neither 
t h e i r worth as human beings# nor t h e i r education, nor t h e i r 
a b i l i t y as indiv iduals sean to end t h i s e v i l . (Soc Wei 1969) 
All t h i s i s going on i n s p i t e of the Act and i n s p i t e 
of equal i ty of sex of v^ich one boast . 
The love and respect which she expects remains a 
myth for he r . The Act has no meaning e i t h e r for her or for 
her pa ren t s . Social l e g i s l a t i o n put in to force by socia l 
reformers a t one time has not been ef fec t ive as i t was thought 
The Act has remained a dead l e t t e r and a j u d i c i a l ornament. 
Though a t l e a s t two dowry deaths are reported i n Delhi 
alone every day but not a s ingle victim i s helped or rel ieved. 
The number of proscutions under the law i s r e a l l y shameful. 
I t strengthens the notion tha t any decision can be impl^nen-
ted only when i t i s welcomed by the soc ie ty . When M,K.Sahni 
approached people to get t h e i r support for i t s abo l i t ion 
the reply from young boys was, "Did you not accept dowry? 
If yes, how can you expect us to leave"? and from young 
g i r l s "you want us to go unmarried" and from t h e i r parents 
"who wi l l marry our daughters i f we do not g ive dowry" (192). 
I t i s qu i te evident tha t people have compromised and have 
accepted t h e i r f a t e as i t has come to them. Everything i n 
our society even the death of a br ide has become a way of 
l i f e . 
Keeping the ineffect iveness of the law i n view Suri (AS) 
came to the conclusion tha t socie ty not the law i s responsi-
(193) 
b le for the malady. Both are to be blamed. Had law been im-
plemented s t r i c t l y since 1961, and had i t been amended from 
time to time as per the needs of the society then the pos i t ion 
would have been qu i t e d i f f e ren t . 
If on one band s t r i c t enforcsnent of the laws and the 
necessary amendments from time to time are required to curb 
the evi l , socia l awareness and the severe punishment for dowry 
mongers may also be of help on the the o the r . Laws should en-
sure the regula t ion of human behaviour within an organised 
soc ia l s t ruc tu re . Posi t ive laws de f in i t e ly gaurd the weaker 
groups and society too accepts them. Prohibi t ion Act fa i led 
because of the loopholes. 
Bride burning has become so common tha t i f the Guiners 
Book of World Rewards" l i s t s India as the only country where 
l a rges t nvimber of brides are burnt a l ive and the Indians as 
the most s a d i s t i c creatures in the world we should not be sur-
(210) 
p r i s ed . Beastly crimes donand beast ly punishments. Laws have 
been drafted to deal with the consequences. The t r a d i t i o n and 
the causes tha t bring about the consequence have not been taJisen 
i n t o account. Difference between the dowry and the ^ i f t being 
vogue, i t i s one of the causes why the act has f a i l e d . Under 
the Act g i f t s wi l l not be t r ea ted as dowry. 
Whether the re i s an agreement overthe i s sue of dowry 
or not both p a r t i e s are well aware of the fact tha t what i s 
to be done, o r what comes next . The doses have been prescribed 
and every one i s expected to have i t without any h e s i t a t i o n . 
No one can question whether the p resc r ip t ion can IcLll or cure 
him. Law sanctions the dowry giving and taMng when i t provi-
des for "dowry to be for the benefi t of the wife or her h e i r s " . 
I t says tha t the person who has received dowry should t r ans fe r 
i t to the woman within one year a f t e r the date of marriage, 
o r within one year a f te r i t s rece ip t i f received a f te r marriage 
and i f the woman i s a minor, then within one year a f te r she 
has a t ta ined the age of 18 uea r s . What can one i n f e r from such 
a law? I s the law not sanctioning the giving or taMng of dowry 
a t the time.of wedding, before and a f te r i t ? I t i s paradoxical 
t ha t a f t e r a l l t h i s the law prescr ibes the punishment or f ine 
or both. 
A d i s t r e s sed father with t e a r s i n h i s eyes and the burned 
dead body of h is daughter in h i s arms, with a brolken home i s 
ne i the r helped by law nor by soc ie ty . No one i s there to de-
nounce those dowry deaths . Parents r a t i ona l i s e by glossing 
over the dowry and say, "why to accuse the in-laws"? Instead, 
society goes on: "Samaj tho a isa hi ha i . (This i s how the society 
i s ) " . (171). 
Society the world over loves a male, but the Indian 
t r a d i t i o n makes a god of him and a masochist of a woman. She 
i s expected to enjoy being i l l - t r e a t e d , as her tormentor 
i s her lord Remark the l i n e of Sage Kanwa's Advice to 
Shakuntala " should thy wedded Lord Treat thee with 
harshness, thou must never be Harsh in re turn, but pa t i en t 
and sutamissive'.' 
SURVEY 
*Here i s t h e Survey of t h e dowry as seen i n 1976 
i n some of t h e s t a t e s : 
DELHI! "The e v i l of dowry i s a p a r t and p a r c e l of t h e low 
s t a t u s of t h e women i n t h i s coun t ry" says a c o l l e g e l e c t u r e r 
She adds t h a t "un less t h e Government makes a cence r t ed e f f o r t 
t o br ing forward l e g i s l a t i o n t h e g i v e more f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y 
t o women, i t w i l l be d i f f i c u l t t o e r a d i c a t e t h e e v i l " . What 
p robab ly s t a r t e d a s a form of monetary s e c u r i t y f o r women has 
now degenera ted i n t o a p r a c t i c e through which money i s f o r c i b -
l y e x t r a c t e d from b r i d e ' s p a r e n t s by t h e groom and h i s f ami ly . 
The dowry i s r e l a t e d to t h e p r o s p e c t i v e b r idegroom's income 
and i n t h e mar r i age market and IAS o f f i c e r f e t c h e s q u i t e a 
handsome p r i c e . 
Here a woman from C a l c u t t a , when asked f o r views on 
dowry says "when I marr ied n e a r l y 20 yea r s ago my p a r e n t s gave 
me some j e w e l l e r y which my mothe r - in - l aw kep t wi th h e r . 
Vfhen my husabnd d ied leaving me wi th two small c h i l d r e n she 
tu rned me o u t of t h e house and refused to g i v e me back my ^ 
j e w e l l e r y . I was forced to l e a ^ e my young c h i l d r e n v/ith my 
mother and came t o Delhi to look f o r my work". 
Although many young g i r l s f e e l r a t h e r s t r a n g e l y a g a i n s t 
dowry as they f e e l humi l i a t ed t h a t t h e i r f a t h e r s have to f ind 
money to g e t them mar r i ed . Many young men look forward to a 
dowry a t t h e t ime of raantage. 
•Sta tesman 9 th Feb 1976. 
PUNJAB AH) Hi^YANA: 
The G r e e n r e v o l u t i o n made t h e p e o p l e i n Pun j ab and 
Haryana r i c h w i t h i n a s h o r t t i m e . One way t o show how r i c h 
t h e y a r e t h e y s t a r t e d t o spend l a v i s h l y and o s t e n t a l i o u s l y 
a t t h e wedding of t h e i r d a u g h t e r s and b o a s t of dowry t h e y S B 
c o u l d pay f o r e a c h of t h e n . So f o r m i d d l e c l a s s t h e c h o i c e 
i s o f t e n be tween f i n a n c i a l r u i n o r s p i n s t e r h o o d o f t h e i r 
d a u g h t e r s . T h e r e i s f i x e d " p r i c e " f o r p a r t i c u l a r c a t a g o r i e s 
o f grooms and dowry v a r i e s from f a m i l y t o f a m i l y . (Dowry 
P r o h i b i t i o n Act h a s been p a s s e d i n 1976) , 
HJP: Dowry d o e s n o t p l a y any s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e e x c e p t i n 
towns where w e a l t h y may m a h a j a n s l i v e . 
UTTAR PRADESH: 
Here s o c i a l s t a t u s o f t h e groom f i x e s h i s p r i c e , and 
t h e p r a c t i c e i s t h e same i n a l l c o m m u n i t i e s . H o r r i b l e t a l e s 
o f dowry v i c t i m s a r e h e a r d e v e r y now and t h e n . 
JAMMU AtD KASHMIR: 
The sys tem h a s assumed h e i n o u s p r o p o r t i o n s i n Urban 
a r e a s b u t now t h e r u r a l a r e a s a r e a l s o becoming dowry c o n c i o u s . 
Dowry i s a mus t even i f t h e b r i d e i s a d o c t o r , e n g i n e e r , p r o -
f e s s o r o r o t h e r w i s e , employed . 
MADHYA PRADESH; 
Ahe o l d e v i l of dowry e x i s t s and p r e f e r e n c e i s i n k i n d . 
The groom i n u r b a n a r e a s e x p e c t s a dowry o f 50 ,000 t o 1 l a k h 
i f he i s a member of a l l I n d i a s e r v i c e . A n t i dowry movement 
i s y e t t o make a n i m p a c t and i t i s d o u b t f u l i f na a backward 
t r a d i t i o n bound s t a t e l i k e Madhya P r a d e s h i t e v e r w i l l . 
ANDHRA PRADESH; 
The Dowry P r o h i b i t i o n Act o f 1961 h a s n o t a c h i e v e d t h e 
d e s i r e d r e s u l t . G i v i n g and t a k i n g o f dowry t a k e s p l a c e w i t h 
t h e m u t u a l c o n s e n t . Young women o p p o s e dowry b u t o p i n i o n i s 
s h a r p l y d i v i d e d among t h e younc-raen. 
S o c i o l o g i s t s a r e of t h e v i e w t h a t a s l o n g a s I n d i a n 
women a r e g o v e r n e d by d i f f e r e n t p e r s o n a l l a w s - a un i fo rm c i v i l 
c o d e p r o h i b i t i n g dowry w i l l n o t work . 
TAMIL NADU; 
I f b o t h groom and b r i d e a r e e d u c a t e d dowry i s a b s e n t 
I n o t h e r c a s e s dowry g i v i n g d e p e n d s upon t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e 
g i v e r and i s o f c o u r s e , n e g o t i a b l e . I n d a y s when g i r l s were 
i n e l i g i b l e f o r a s h a r e of f a m i l y p r o p e r t y t h e dowry sys tem 
was i n s t i t u t e d f o r t r a n s f e r t o a g i r l of t h e h e r due s h a r e 
u n d e r a o n o t h e r name. T h a t p r a c t i c e d e g e n e r a t e d i n t o a b a r -
b a r o u s o n e . 
MAHARASHTRA; 
Dowry «ys tem p r e v a i l e d t h r e e o r f o u r c e n t u r i e s a g o . 
Dowry i s now g e n e r a l l y t a k e n i n t h e form of g o l d o r n a m e n t s . 
Educa t ed g i r l s w i t h j o b s h a v e a b e t t e r c h a n c e o f g e t t i n g m a r r i e d 
t h a n o t h e r s . 
KARNATAKA: 
B r i d e g r o o m ' s p a r e n t s dgnand dowry i n c a s h o r k i n d from 
t h e b r i d e ' s p a r e n t s / which i s s t a t e d t o b e 10 ,000 f o r l o w e r 
i n - c o m e g r o u p and g o e s u p t o d o e l a k h . Dowry d a n a n d s v a r y a c c o r d -
i n g t o t h e g r o o m ' s q u a l i f i c a t i o n and p o s i t i o n h e l d . 
KERALA; 
A v a i l a b l e e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e dowry e v i l , f a r 
from be ing e r a d i c a t e d , h a s grown wor se i n r e c e n t p a s t . ND 
dowry movement. Only " l o v e m a r r i a g e s " a r e f r e e o f e v i l . 
WEST BENSAL; 
I t i s w i d e s p r e a d h e r e w i t h t h e o n l y d i f f e r e n c e t h a t 
c a s h h a s more o r l e s s been r e p l a c e d by k i n d , A s o c i o l o g i s t s 
s a y s t h a t a Muslim J o t e a l a r i n Deganga, r e f u s e s even t o s e e 
g i r l ' s p a r e n t s i f t h e knows t h e y would n o t b e a b l e t o p a y a 
dow:y of Rs 15 ,000 f o r t h i s c o l l e g e go ing s o n . Dowry amounts 
d e p e n d s m a i n l y on t h e s t a t u s o f t h e b o y . 
ORISSA: 
To e s c a p e p e n a l p r o v i s i o n s of t h e dowry P r o h i b i t i o n 
Ac t o f 1961 dowry sys tem p r e v a i l s i n a v e i l e d form among c a s t e 
H i n d u s . The p r e v a l e n c e of t h e dowry sys tem i n t h e s t a t e i s a g e 
o l d and b a r r i n g some e x c e p t i o u s , t h e r e h a s been h a r d l y any 
c h a n g e i n r e c e n t t i m e s d e s p i t e a n t i - d o w r y l a w s . M a r r i a g e s by 
r e g i s t r a t i o n i s l o o k e d dow upon even i n e n l i g u t e n e d f a m i l i e s . 
GUJARAT; IT i s p r e v a l e n t i n a l l c o m m u n i t i e s . D o c t o r s , e n g i n e e r s , 
a r c h i t e c t s a r e » e r y much i n demand and f e t c h a good dowry. Nb 
movement a t p r e s e n t e x i s t s a g a i n s t dowry b e c a u s e i t ix> l o n g e r 
a f f e c t s t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e s t a t e . 
BIHARs Dowzry system i s an acCtepted ev i l s and i s i n t e r -
r e l a t ed with corrupt ion. I t i s found even among rikshaw p u l l e r s 
who es^ect to ge t a watch and a bicycle ±n t h e i r marriage. 
Dowry in kind i s mostly p re fe r red . 
Islam succeeded i n effect ing a g igan t i c transformation 
by l ibe ra t ing woman from physical d i s a b i l i t y and moral bondage, 
from i n t e l l e c t u a l i s o l a t i o n and s p i r i t u a l r e s t r i c t i o n . I t has 
ra ised the pos i t i on of woman by restor ing her, her real worth 
and value . As a woman she i s f ree , co-sharer and a t rue par tner 
of man. As a minor g i r l she enjoys the p ro tec t ion and care of 
her parents and i s as independent as her b ro ther . As a wife 
she i s a queen i n her home having her own ind iv idua l i t y . She 
has a share i n the property of her parents and i n the i n h e r i -
tence of her g e l a t i o n s . She enjoys i n t e l l e c t u a l l i b e r t y , social 
freedom, moral pur i ty and s p i r i t u a l super io r i ty . 
"As a moral reformer Muhammad has to h i s c red i t the 
abo l i t ion of i n fan l i c ide which was commonly p rac t i sed i n Arabia 
i n the case of ferrale ch i ld" . M.H.Zaidi pos i t ion of woman in 
Islam. 
A daughter a t the age of puberty i s a t once as free as 
a man. Ifothir^ i s to be done for her without her consent and 
consul ta t ion especia l ly i n marriage. 
"Do no harm" he syas "to a woman; he who does her harm 
i s a very wicked man". He fur ther says t h a t "the best of you 
i s one who i s best i n his dealing with h i s wife". Economic 
independence was f i r s t given to woman by Islam "Divorce shakes 
the throne of God". The grea t law-giver saw i n marriage only 
a c i v i l cjontract which the testimony of two witnesses made 
complete but which a woman, l i k e her husband could annual on 
grounds of immoral and general bad charac ter . 
Islam regards marriage as a most sacred i n s t i t u t i o n . 
The safeguard the economic pos i t i on of women a f t e r the marriage/ 
Islam has made i t l ega l ly obl iga tory on the husband to pay her 
a reasonable amount as dower. The amount to be fixed depends 
on the agreement between the two pa r t i e s / but/ i n any case/ 
the object i s to strengthen the f inancia l pos i t i on of the wife/ 
so tha t she i s not prevented, for lack of money/ from defending 
her r i g h t s . The Qur'an says: 
And give woman t h e i r dowries as a free g i f t / but i f they 
themselves be pleased to give up to you a por t ion of i t / then 
eat i t with enjoyment and with whitesome r e s u l t . 
No marriage can be regarded as l e g a l l y v a l i d according 
to Islam/ for which dowry has not been s t i p u l a t e d . The amount 
of dowry i s r» t f ixed. The wife i s e n t i t l e d to proper dowry 
(Mahr-e-misl) / even i f the marriage was contracted on the ex-
press condition tha t she should not claim any dowry. The amount 
general ly i s s e t t l e d by the the fa ther of the b r ide . The wife 
may remit the whole or p a r t of dowry. Such remission i s va l i d 
though made without considerat ion. Freedom of choosir^ one ' s 
pa r tne r for l i f e has been extended both to men and woman. No 
marriage i n Islam can be va l id without the consent of e i t h e r 
pa r tne r . 
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I n d i a a r e p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t v i o l e n c e , dominat ion 
and humi l a t i on they have t o face d e s p i t e t h e e q u a l i t y 
p r o v i s i o n under t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n . The committee on 
s t a t u s of women has d e a l t a t l eng th t h e i s s u e of law 
reforms . The probelm of women need d i f f e r e n t t r e a t -
ment . The dowry system i s an o p p r e s s i v e burden on 
women. Newspaper s e p o r t s show how h e l p l e s s a r e t h e 
young b r i d e s who commit s u i c i d e , but f a i l t o s tand 
t h i s ons l augh t of dowry. 
-INEFP EGTIVENESS 
11 . WDMEN-.TOWARDS a b e t t e r fu tu re . Link. 22, 4 9, 1980; 
27-30. 
Women form half of the world but i n an unequal 
world they ranain dependent and discriminated against , 
In developing countr ies the re i s a growing awareness 
t h a t the s t a tus of women i s key fac tor i n the deve-
lopment of any nat ion. Despite cons t i tu t iona l guaran-
t ees women continue to suffer . Women organisa t ions 
are p ro tes t ing against socia l ev i l s such as dowry 
and br ide burning.Ulike o ther socia l e v i l s l i k e Sati 
and chi ld marriage, dowry the cause for commerciali-
sa t ion of marriage i s more d i f f i c u l t to e radica te 
since i t mater ia l ly benef i t s the g u i l t y pa r ty . 
-MARRIAGE-CUSTOMS AND RITES-DO WRY 
12. THE DOWRY system: wanted a humanist approach: 
Discussion. The Radical humanist. 39# 8; 1975; 31 . 
Social ev i l s l i k e dowry syston have t h e i r 
o r ig ins i n our t r a d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s . Though majority 
of youngraen are against i t yet they are accepting 
i t because i t has become a way of l i f e with u s . 
Dowry systan i s s t i l l with us because of lack of 
humanist outlook on the p a r t of groom and h i s 
family. 
1 3 . DUTTA(KL) . Dowry bene f i t s , m, 24 Nov 74; 7c-d. 
Two categories of people who want the system 
to be done away with a re : those who cannot afford 
to give but are compelled to do so, those who can 
afford but do not want to give i t . Dowry provides 
parents with a p r a c t i c a l means of subs t an t i a l l y com-
pensating t h e i r daughters for permanent l o s s of t h e i r 
inher i tance r i g h t s . I t i s admittedly criminal to force 
poor paren ts to give dowty - more criminal for parents 
who can afford but avoid t o give i t . 
14. FIGHTIIG THE unbeatable foe . . . Eve's Wklv. 34, 51; 
1980; 11 . 
Law depends so much on i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and the 
way judge Idoks a t a probelm. This a t t i t u d e i s not 
j u s t prevalent i n judges but also i n educated women 
themselves who otherwise bel ieve tha t women should 
be t r ea ted as equals . The s ta tus of a new bride in 
a new home, they fee l , i s determined by the dowry 
she b r ings . 
15. KAMLESHWAR, Confrontations: defying dowry. Imprint . 
20, 1; 1980; 69-75. 
Dowry i s l ega l ly banned in the country but 
ce r t a in t r a d i t i o n s in socie ty are s t ronger than the 
laws. Some people are prepared to put a stop to 
dowry. Some think i t i s a secur i ty for t h e g i r l and 
others are unwilling to break with the t r a d i t i o n . 
But often i n a way i t tends to become a t r ade . 
The success of l i f e wi l l mean the end of 
dowry. 
16. KHANNA(A K) . Are they dowry deaths . H T. l Jul 81 ; 
a d-e . 
Before making Dowry Prohibi t ion Act s t r ingen t , 
i t i s imperative to look objec t ive ly a t the whole 
i s sue - circumastances i n which the lady died - her 
arrQ9|iince, i l l -manners and her wifely d u t i e s . Dowry 
has been prevalent i n our society from times imme-
moria l . But i t i s ra re ly demanded, i t i s offered. 
Those who are gready s e t t l e the i s sue before marriage 
The question of asking dowry a f t e r ten years of marria-
ge does not appeal to common sense. 
17. MAHAIAKSHMI. When wi l l the Dowry i s sue be resolved. 
Feroina. 16, 12; 1975; 11 . 
Dowry becomes an ev i l only when i t i s extorted 
from paren t s who are unable o r unwilling to pay. What 
object ion can there be where dowry i s given in cash 
o r kind, absolutely vo lun ta r i ly and as a token of love 
of parents towards t h e i r daughters . As pe r Dr.SarojinL 
Mahishi, the l i n e between a dowry and a g i f t of love 
i s r a the r t h i n . 
18. MAHESHWARI(C D). Austere marriages need of the hour. 
Soc Wei. 22, 5; 1975; 7 . 
Dowry system has reduced the i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
marriage to a b a r t e r . All monetary t ransac t ions in 
marriage reduces marriage to a s a l e i n d i sgu i se . I t 
i s an irony tha t t h i s a t rocious custom i s s t i l l accep-
ted as something normal a l l over the country. Dowry 
i s a custom not only inimical to women, but a d i s -
grace to e n t i r e Indian womanhood. 
19. MAMMONS OF Society .Lin . 24, 4; 1981; 16. 
Despite l e g i s l a t i o n against dowry, mammons of 
our socie ty would not content without sequeezing the 
the l a s t b i t of t h e i r victims.And who could be t h e i r 
eas ies t prey them the young br ides , the in-laws of 
t h e i r sons and nephews. 
The most staggering aspect of the question 
of violence against women i s the way tha t the women 
too are involved in these a c t s . 
20. RADHA KUMAR. Evils to the fo re . Seminar. Annual 257 
1980; 57. 
The pa t t e rn of dowry giving has changed and 
the p a t t e r n of demanding dowry has changed - from 
giving or asking for "Stridhan" i n the form of l inen, 
vesse l s e t c . , to a l ac of rupees i n f luid cap i ta l 
i s , surely, a marked change? 
The main focus of most dowry reporting has 
been on those individuals and organizat ions who are 
attempting to f ight i t . 
2 1 . ROY(Radhika) . Gilt-edged happiness for g i r l s . I E. 
27 Aug 79; 3a-c, 
The bulk of r e t a i l gold t r ansac t ions i s for 
the purpose of dowry, which despi te l e g i s l a t i o n and 
sporadic soc ia l movements, has so f a r proved to be 
a deep rooted and widespred social e v i l . The given 
extent of socia l value at tached to i t , t he inclus ion 
of gold i n the dowry, i s as asp i ra t ion never theless , 
tha t genera l ly transcends socio-economic b a r r i e r s . 
Gold cannot be replaced by anything e l se and as long 
as giving and taking of dowry continues, there wi l l 
always be a demand for i t . 
22. SUNDARAM(Meera) . The b r ida l t o r t u r e chamber. Imprint . 
21; 3; 1981; 6-10. 
Dowry i s not p l a i n buying and s e l l i n g , ne i ther 
can i t be waved away i n simplest terms. I t has the 
sanction of a society and i s a v i s i b l e symptom of a 
deep malaise in society, inex t r icab ly knotted up with 
individual estean, socia l pr ide and pre jud ice . The 
idea of s t a t u s and dowry has become synonymous. I t 
has two objec t ives one to comer a t whatever p r i ce 
a well educated and well placed son-in-law to ensure 
good and com^r tab le l i f e to the g i r l and other to 
induce some one to marry a g i r l who i s physica l ly 
handicapped or l e s s educated. 
-WDRKIN3 WOMEN 
2 3 . MALHOTRA(PrQn K) . G b s t l y weddirrf . H T . 6 Dec 8 1 ; 
9 b . 
Gone a r e t h e d a y s when women w e r e t r e a t e d a s 
" g i r l Swarnini" whose d u t y was t o l<aok a f t e r t h e 
k i t c h e n . P a r e n t s spend a l a r g e amount on t h e i r edu-
c a t i o n . They a r e working i n a l l f i e l d s a t p a r w i t h 
men. The e l d e r s l o o k i n g f o r a b r i d e f o r t h e i r son 
must c o n s i d e r t h a t p a r e n t s of t h e g i r l s h a v e a l r e a d y 
g i v e n "dowry" t o t h e i r d a u g h t e r by way o f e x p e n d i t u r e 
on e d u c a t i o n which s e c u r e d h e r anp loyment which would 
b r i n g dowry e v e r y month t o t h e " in^- laws" of t h e g i r l . 
-URBAN 
2 4 . ROSS(Aileen D ) . Hindu f a m i l y i n i t s Urban s e l l i n g . 
1 9 7 3 . Oxford U n i v e r s i t y p r e s s , D e l h i . Chap 8 . 
The f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n of t h e dowry i s one of 
t h e m a i n r e a s o n s t h a t d a u g h t e r s a r e l e s s welccxtie t h a n 
s o n s on b i r t h . O r i g i n a l a g r e e m e n t s a b o u t t h e amount 
o f dowry a r e SCTnetimes changed and t h e p r o s p e c t i v e 
i r>- laws make a s e r i e s of c l a i m s on t h e g i r l ' s f a m i l y 
which t h e y c a n n o t r e f u s e s i n c e t h e g i r l i s t h e o n e 
who s u f f e r s t h e o n u s of p u b l i c o p i n i o n i f t h e m a r r i a g e 
i s n o t c a r r i e d t h r o u g h . 
-RURAL 
25. MUKHI(H R) . Indian society and social i n s t i t u t i o n . 
Surjeet book depot, Delhi , 1974i Chap 17. 
In v i l l a g e s and rura l areas i ndus t r i e s have 
been se t up . I t has added to the l iv ing standard of 
t h e f a m i l y . The c o n t r o l and g r i p o f m o t h e r - i n - l a w 
i s n o t so t i g h t a s i t w a s . Young women h a v e d e s i r e 
t o e n j o y more f r eedom. L a d i e s h e l p i n e a r n i n g wages 
f o r t h e f a m i l y * t h u s t h e a g e o l d dowry sys tem i s b e i n g 
i n f l u e n c e d by i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n i n t h e v i l l a g e s . 
Dowry i n I n d i a n sys tem i s vex~y much c o n n e c t e d w i t h 
m a r r i a g e s y s t e m . The wage e a r n e r s h a v e r e a l i s e d t h a t 
i t i s d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e n t o p u l l on w i t h l i m i t e d 
r e s o u r c e s , l e s s t o t a l k a b o u t g i v i n g h i g h d o w r i e s 
f o r t h e i r d a u g h t e r s . 
-RAJPUTS AND JATS 
2 6 , DAS(Veena) , M a r r i a g e among t h e H i n d u s . I n J A I N ( D e v a k i ) , 
Ed. I n d i a n wcxnan. 1975 . M i n i s t r y o f I n f o r m a t i o n and 
B r o a d c a s t i n g / I n d i a , p 7 6 , 
Among t h e l o w e r r u n g s of t h e R a j p u t s and J a t s , 
dowry p l a y s a s e x t r a n e l y i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n m a r r i a g e 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . The women a r e l i k e pawns , t o be p l a y e d 
c a r e f u l l y i n t h e game of s t a t u s b u i l d i n g . Because 
g i r l b e l o n g s t o t h e l o w e r g r o u p , h e r i n - c o r p o r a t i o n 
i n t o t h e h u s b a n d ' s g r o u p ( c o n s c i o u s of h i s h i g h e r 
s t a t u s ) i s done by g i v i n g h e r huge dowry . Boys a r e 
p e r s u a d e d t o mar ry t h e s e g i r l s by t h e i n d u c e m e n t of 
t h i s huge dowry. 
BEISGAL-SOGIAL PROBLEMS-MARRIAGE-OJSTOMS AND 
RITES-DOWRY 
2 7 . GAN3ULY(Piyas) . M a r r i a g e a r e made i n b u r e a u x . 
S t a t e s m a n . 5 Ma; 8 1 ; 5 b - d . 
T h e r e a r e a t l e a s t s even e s t a b l i s h e d m a r r i a g e 
bureaxix i n t h e c i t y of Bengal which keep d e t a i l e d 
a p p l i c a t i o n forms t o t h e minu te s t d e t a i l s of t h e boys 
and g i l s who approach them: when on t h e one hand 
d o c t o r s , eng inee r s o r c h a r t e r e d a c c o u n t a n t s and gaze -
t t e d o f f i c e r s a r e t h e most sought a f t e r p r o d u c t s a 
working g i r l from middle c l a s s income group poses no 
prob len on t h e o t h e r . I n Bengal many g i r l s now r e f u s e 
t o marry where cash dowry i s i n v o l v e d . The youngman 
do not p r e s s fo r dowry bu t ma in t a in a d i s c r e e t s i l e n c e 
when t h e i r p a r e n t s demand t h e i r pound of f l e s h i n 
k i n d . 
-LUCKNOW 
28 . BHATIA(Pratima) . Marr iage r e g u l a t i o n s among t h e S indh is 
of Lucknow. Soc Wei. 21, 10; 1975; 17-18 . 
Marr iage by exchange i s not uncommon among 
t h e S indh i s of Lucknow and i t sometimes minimises t h e 
dowry. I n s t a n c e s of love mar r i ages and a r ranged 
mar r i ages wi th non-Sindhi boys have come t o l i g h t and 
t h e p r o b a b l e reason h e r e i s simply t h e p a r e n t s ' 
i n a b i l i t y t o pay t h e demanded dowry. S indhi boys s t i c k 
to t h e norm of being mar r i ed to t h e g i r l of t h e i r 
own community because t h e charm of dowry i s always 
t h e r e • 
-RAJASTHAN 
29 • DHARMENDAR* Problems fac ing t h e women of Ra ja s than . 
Soc Wei. 22, 11 ; 1976; 29 . 
Dowry i s l i v e a k i l l e r d i s e a s e from which 
t h e r e seems t o be no r e l i e f . Count less f a t h e r s sweat 
and save every p a i s a they can to p r o v i d e , decen t 
dowry f o r t h e i r d a u g h t e r s . Dowery i s a d i r t y b u s i n e s s 
game p layed by a l l t h o s e who want to ' g e t r id* of 
t h e i r g i r l s . I n s u r a l a r e a s a p a r e n t s p e n d s money 
o n l y on s o n ' s e d u c a t i o n and s a v e s money f o r a daugh-
t e r ' s dowry , 
-ASSAM-TRIPUR-MANI PUR- CHAKMA 
3 0 , NALINI NATARAJAN. M a r r i a g e i n Oiakma s o c i e t y . Soc 
Wei, 1 3 , 1 ; 1966; 1 3 - 1 4 . 
Tucked away i n t h e h i l l t r a c t s A s s a m , T r i p u r a 
and Manipur , Chakmas c o n t i n u e t o n u r t u r e t h e t r a d i -
t i o n s l a i d down f o r t h e t r i b e . The Chakma d a u g h t e r 
i s g i v e n away i n m a r r i a g e and somet imes a b r i d & -
p r i c e i s p a i d f o r t h e g i r l . T h i s p r i c e v a r i e s and 
d e p e n d s on t h e f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s o f t h e g r o o m . He 
a l s o g i v e s r i c e , p i g s , g o a t s e t c and t h e o r n a m e n t s 
t o t h e b r i d e . Here t h e m a r r i a g e r i g h t s , t h e women 
i s a t p a r t w i t h man. 
-JAMMU AND KASHMIR-DOGRAS 
31, PATHIK(Jyoteeshwar) . Cultural he r i t age of the Dogras. 
Delhi, Light and Life publ i shers , 1980. Chap 11 . 
Dowry systen i s i n vogue in whole of the socie ty 
i r r e spec t of cas te , creed or colour. In a l l communi-
t i e s i n s p i t e of socia l and legal r e s t r i c t i o n s the 
demand of dowry i s on inc rease . In scane cases i t has 
gone to l akhs . The syston s t a r t s when the g i r l s id e 
requests (Aakha) and when the r e l a t ionsh ip natures 
(Thaka), then the Shagoon of be t ro tha l and then the 
dowry on marriage. 
INDIA^ANdENT-GUPTAS-SOCIAL PROBLEMS-
MARRIi^B-CUSTOMS RITES-DOWRY 
32. SEN5UPTA(Nila]chshi) . Evolution of Hindu marriage. 
1965; Bombay, Popular Prakashan. Chap 3. 
The p rac t i ce of giving dowry in ancient India 
i s c l ea r from the Aphsad stone i n s c r i p t i o n of Aditya-
sena of the family of the Guptas of Magadho. Here 
i t says t h a t while Damodaragupta was king he gave 
away in marriage a hundred daxoghters of v i r tuous 
Brahmanas, endowed with many ornaments and with youth 
and dowered with agrahora g r an t s . Sometimes the 
b r i d e ' s fa ther adorned h i s daughter with ornaments 
and gave her away to the br ide groom a f t e r the com-
p le t i on of necessary r i t e s . 
-ORIGIN 
33. BETEILLE(Andre) . The pos i t ion of women i n Indian 
soc ie ty . In JAIN(DLevaki)# Ed. Indian women. 1975. 
Ministry of information and broadcasting, Ind ia . 
Dowry the l a s t hundred years, several cafetes 
and communities have attempted a kind of upward 
socia l movement, described as Sanskr i t ! sa t ion . By 
t h i s process lower cas tes seek to improve t h e i r s 
s t a tus in society by adopting the customs of upper 
c a s t e s . The age a t marriage i s lowered and the 
dowry goes up. By imi la t ing the t r a d i t i o n a l customs 
they lead to r e s t r i c t i o n ra the r than freedom of 
women. 
34, NARAYANAN(K P) . Dowry: Now a d i r t y word. Fgnina . 
16, 7 ; 1975; 4 1 . 
Dowry had i t s o r i g i n i n goodwil l and a f f e c -
t i o n . Somewhere along t h e way, i t has become a d i r t y 
word t h a t has des t royed t h e harmony i n many f a m i l i e s . 
I n d i a n woman a c c e p t s every th ing thrvist xtpon 
her i n s i l e n c e . The mere i m p l i c i t accep tance of 
t h e lower s t a t u s has degraded t h e p o s i t i o n of women. 
-CAUSES 
3 5 , NAIR(Ravindrau G ) . Crusade a g a i n s t dowry. Soc Wei. 
28, 1-2, 1981; 9 . 
I t a l l s t a r t e d as an innocen t custom, a system, 
of love from the loving p a r e n t s t o t h e i r d a u g h t e r s . 
The custom and r e l i g i o n s a n c t i f i e d t h e p r a c t i c e of 
dowry. I n course of t ime b r i d e s became t h e v i c t i m s 
of t h e i n - l a w s wrath because of i nadequa t e dowry. 
Dowry and b r i d e - b u r n i n g a r e symptoms of a 
deeper m a l i s e , namely s o c i a l c o r r u p t i o n and man's 
u n b r i d l e d a v a r i c a . I n a s o c i e t y , where human s t a t u s 
emanates from money power, i l l g o t t e n o r otherwise* 
t h e e v i l of dowry i s bound to s t ay p u t , 
36 , A3ARWAL(Kuntal) , Changing a t t i t u d e towards dowry i n 
J a i n Oomrounity. Soc Wei. 24, 6; 1977; 15-16, 
I n s p i t e of t h e Anti-Dowry Act of 1961 and o t h e r 
an t i -dowry l e g i s l a t i o n by v a r i o u s s t a t e s , t h e problem, 
of dowry i s s t i l l g r ave and needs immediate a t t e n t i o n 
of p l l a n n e r s , s o c i a l t h i n k e r s and r e s e a r c h e r s . Soc ia l 
compulsion i s t h e main reason f o r dowiry fol lwed by 
t h e d e s i r e of marrying daughte r s i n h i g h e r - s t a t u s 
f a m i l i e s . 
Black money provides an impetus for the increase 
of dowry. Majority of the people follow dowry system 
not due to t r a d i t i o n a l and re l ig ious value s attached 
to i t but out of socia l compulsion, 
37. ALTEKAR(A s ) . Posi t ion of women in Hindu c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
Culture publ ica t ion , Banares Hindu Univers i ty . Chap 2. 
During the l a s t f i f t y o r s ix ty years the dowry 
has assumed scandalous propor t ions . A good education, 
a l u c r a t i v e appointment o r a good footing i n a learned 
profession improved enormously the social and econo-
mic pos i t ion of a youth, and made him immensely a t t -
rac t ive as a son-in-law. He na tura l ly acqiaired a high 
p r i ce i n the marriage market. The custom i s r ea l ly 
as heinous as the counter custom of b r ide -pr ice which 
has been vehemently cond«nned by our c u l t u r e , 
38. DAVIDd E J ) . Wbmen's f a u l t . Femina. 20, 15; 1979; 5. 
Of our wcsnen are not l ibe ra ted i t i s t h e i r own 
f au l t , as they, by and l a rge take things lying down. 
How do the women react to the turning of br ides in 
India , the curse of dowry system. Why the violence 
against women continue, to f lourish? I t i s because 
women take a l l hiamiliations qu ie t ly . I f only the women 
of India r i s e up as one "Man" and refuse to accept 
the s i t u a t i o n they can wipe out the over- lordship 
of men and in- laws . 
39. RITA RAHIMTOOLA. Dowry: the crime with social sanct ion. 
Eve's tfeeklv. 35, 6; 1981; 47, 
When dowry deaths keep accuring, we hlaroe s t a t e 
and say t h a t something i s wrong with out law. We place 
the blame everywhere, except where i t r e s t s most- with 
39. RITA RAHIMTOOLA. Dowry: the crime with socia l sanction. 
Eve's Wkly. 35, 6; 1981; 47. 
When dowry death-s keep occuring, we blame 
s t a t e and say tha t something i s wrong with our law. 
We place the blame everywhere, except where i t r e s t s 
most - with us , ourselves , the people . Dowry requires 
a g iver and t ake r . This market has developed as both 
g iver arei t aker ex i s t and continue to e x i s t because 
i t has socia l sanction. 
40. VESHIN(Jawahar Lai) . Dowry and i t s e f fec ts on our 
soc ie ty . Koshur Samachar, 15, 10; 1980; 7 . 
Though the ev i l s of dowry are under discussion 
for qu i t e some time i n the pas t , nothing p rac t i cab le 
has ever been thought co l l ec t ive ly to e rad ica te t h i s 
ev i l from our l i v e s . People who claim thouselves to 
be the champions of the cause, had to c lose t h e i r 
eyes when they married t h e i r own sons and daughters 
and accept every peony as dowry which comes to them. 
-SOCIAL 
4 1 . A3GJLRWAL(Partap C) . Caste, r e l ig ion and power: an 
Indian case study. 1971. Chap 8. 
In North India , the prevai l ing high-caste 
p r a c t i c e i s to give dowry to the daughter ' s husband's 
family a t marriage. Some feeling against t h i s customs 
has been expressed by educated Hinclus, but the prac-
t i c e has increased, spreading even to lower cas tes 
anxious to moite up the soc ia l ladder . 
42 . KAUL(S N) . Dowry system i n B i r a d i r i . Koshur Samachar, 
19, 4; 1981; 9 . 
L ike any s o c i a l e v i l t h e ciowry sys t en i s a l -
most l i k e a con tag ious s o c i a l e v i l and, a s such, i t 
needs p rope r a n a l y s i s of i t s p a s t h i s t o r y so t h a t we 
f ind i t s cause and p r e s c r i b e a remedy f o r i t s p reven-
t i o n . When s o c i e t y was d iv ided i n t h e p a s t t h e lower 
c l a s s had a tendency t o j o i n t h e c l a s s of "Khandanis" 
and money was t h e s o l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r j o ing t h e 
s o - c a l l e d h ighe r c l a s s . By t h i s t h e b id of dowry 
i n c r e a s e d and t h o s e who could a f fo rd i t could g e t 
b e t t e r grooms. 
4 3 . MUKHI(H R) . I nd i an s o c i e t y and s o c i a l i n s t i t u i o n s . 
Su r j ee t Book Depot, D e l h i . 1974. Chap 10. 
t 
Though t h e dowry system was i n vogue even i n 
v e d i c age y e t i t was not claimed a s a m a t t e r of 
r i g h t . To day i t i s widely accepted and s o c i a l l y r e -
cogn i sed . The s t a t u s of an i n d i v i d u a l i s now judged 
by t h e wea l th which he p o s s e s s e s . Soc ia l p r e s t i g e 
i s a t t a i n e d by t h e family which pays a v e r y big 
dowry. I n s p i t e of t h e f a c t t h a t t h e system has been 
condemned and e f f o r t s a r e being made t o r o o t i t o u t 
as e a r l y a s p o s s i b l e y e t t h e system i s i n vogue i n 
I n d i a n s o c i e t y s p e c i a l l y i n Hindu s o c i e t y . 
-ECDNDMIC 
44 . CDRMACac(Margeret) . Hindu iffomen. Asia , Bombay; 1961. 
Chap 1. : . ^ — ' . 
I n t r a d i t i o n a l hindu family mar r i age of a g i r l 
i s a s e r i o u s headache t o h e r f a t h e r , wi th t h e r e s u l t 
t h a t the b i r t h of a daughter i s not des i red . This 
a t t i t u d e l i nks boys with the ances t ra t home, with 
an increase of wealth to i t through the doweries of 
t h e i r b r ides as well as through t h e i r earning 
power. On the other hand g i r l takes away something 
from home - taking away of g i r l herself and proper-
ty i n the form of dowry. Thus the g i r l i s economica-
l l y a g rea t burden. 
45. DOWRY SURVIVES ant i - dowry law. Caravan. 442; 
1970; 61-5. 
There i s an old saying in Tamil, "Even i f a 
p r ince ge t s f ive daughters, he w i l l also become a 
pauper". 
For get t ing a good groom and to see tha t 
g i r l goes to a good family, the parents have no 
choice but to meetja the demands of groom's pa r ty . 
But by the time sun se t s and the gues ts depart 
a f t e r a sumptuous feas t , the b r i d e ' s f a the r i s re -
duced to object penury. 
46. GUPTA(Sarojini Sen) . Women as net economic l i a b i l i t y . 
I E. 15 Nov 81; 6a. 
A women i s perceived to be l e s s wort||y than 
man, hence the family t h a t accepts her i n marriage 
i s perceived to be burdened with "a net economic l i a -
b i l i t y " . The tragedy l i e s i n the fac t t h a t the young 
br ide i s , i n many ins tances , so convinced of her own 
lack of self-worth t ha t she wi l l ing ly y ie lds to self 
abnegation and t o t a l obedience to the famil ia l d ik t a t . 
If she i s spunky enough to r e s i s t "the f lag-bearers 
of pa t r i a r cha l author i ty" , she becomes a prime COD-
difiate for the kind of b ru ta l btreatment tha t has 
been meted out to so many of her s i s t e r s . 
47. NALINI SIN3H. Why dowry spe l l s death . I_E. 1 Kov 81; 
l a - h . 
I s dowry a natural law? Why i s i t so durable? 
I s i l l - t r e a t m e n t of g i r l s due to dowry increasing? 
Who ge t s burnt-strong or submissive? 
There i s no evidence to suggest t h a t dowry 
was introduced as a voluntary g i f t , a symbol of fijial 
affect ion for a daughter who was leaving home at 
marriage. But there i s evidence to shov/ t ha t i t was 
introduced as a NAZRANA a u n i l a t e r a l t r a n s f e r of 
sources by a g i r l ' s family a t her marriage to the 
groom's family in recognit ion of the l a t t e r ' s gene-
ros i ty in invi t ing amputated human to t h e i r home per-
manently. Thus we can summarise tha t society perceives 
women as economically l e s s productive than man, 
48. RAMCHANDANI(Kumar) , Women as net economic l i a b i l i t y , 
I E. 15 Nov 1981; 6a . 
While I have every sympathy for t h e vict ims 
of bru ta l i l l - t r e a t m e n t by greedy and au tho r i t a r i an 
in-laws, but dowry as streedhan bestowed on the br ide 
by her parents before she i s handed over to her hus-
band's family, can serve as a source of genuine reasso-
rance and pro tec t ion to the young women - a f inancia l 
resource to cushion her and her family i n times of 
advers i ty or to give a measure of independence should 
she choose to exercise i t . 
4 9 . SUNDARAM(Satya) . The s t a t u s of I n d i a n Women. The 
r a d i c a l h u m a n i s t . 39, 6, 1975 ; 1 7 - 2 0 . 
The dowry p r a c t i c e i s a s o c i a l p r o b e l m . I t 
i s s a i d t h a t dowry p r o v i d e s f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y t o 
t h e newly m a r r i e d c o u p l e . But t h i s artgument d o e s n o t 
h o l d w a t e r . One must e a r n money o n l y t h r o u g h h a r d 
work . A n o t h e r a rgument i s t h a t s i n c e t h e p a r e n t s 
spend a l o t on t h e i r s o n ' s e d u c a t i o n , t h e y have 
a r i g h t t o donand dowry . I f p a r e n t s t h i n k s o , t h e n 
t h e y s h o u l d denand t h e amount s p e n t on h i s e d u c a t i o n 
from him and no t from t h e b r i d e ' s p a r e n t s . 
-EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
50. CHATTERJEE(Atreyi). Impediments to marriage in Ind ia . 
Soc Wei. 22, 6-7; 1975; 46-47. 
Educational attainment, ins tead of having a 
sober impact on the system of dowry, only helped to 
s trength and perpetuate i t . The marriage market «ner-
ged i n Indian society on a decis ive b a s i s . The edu-
cat ional attainment together with economic s t a tus 
of boy dowry systan conveniently serves as a b a r r i -
cade between the two groups making marriage a d i f f i -
cul t proposi t ion for the young g i r l , 
-SOCIAL 
51 . KHARE(RS) . Changing Brahmins: Associations and e l i t e s 
andng the Kanya-Kubjas of North Ind ia . 1970. Univ. 
p r of Chicago. Part 1, 
In modern times, t h e r ich but low Biswa rank 
marry t h e i r daughters e i t h e r to those r ich as well 
as high on the Biswa rank(b) poor but high on Biswa 
rank and r i c h but equal on Biswa r ank . The t r a n s a c -
t i o n of dowry g i f t s becx>ines t h e emphatic theme of 
such m a r r i a g e s ; t h e g r e a t e r t h e s i z e of dowry a v a i l -
a b l e t h e l e s s e r a r e t h e o b j e c t i o n s / i t i s g e n e r a l l y 
contended, a g a i n s t i n c o r p o r a t i n g a lower Biswa 
family i n t o a h igher one . 
-VALUE DETERMINATION 
i 2 . ANNA EAPEN. Marr iage : a s a l e i n d i s g u i s e . Soc Wei. 
24, 1 1 ; 1978; 4 . 
D e s p i t e t h e occa s iona l brave s t a t emen t s and 
t h e a c t i o n s of s t a t e governments, t h e systo^n of 
dowry con t inues t o p e r s i s t i n most p a r t s of t h e 
coun t ry . With t h e spread of educa t ion , g e n e r a l and 
t e c h n i c a l , t h e number of d o c t o r s , l awyer s , eng inee r s 
e t c . i n c r e a s e d and t h e i r p r i c e i n t h e mar r i age mar-
k e t has a u t o m a t i c a l l y i n c r e a s e d . 
Dowry system p e r p e t u a t e s c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e 
between t h e r i c h and t h e poo r . Any n a t i o n a l e f f o r t 
t o promote s o c i a l j u s t i c e i s thwar ted by t h i s s y s -
tem, and promotes t h e s o c i a l e v i l s l i k e b r i b e r y , 
c o r r u p t i o n e t c . 
5 3 , ATTAR CHAND. Use and abuse of m a r r i a g e . Soc Wei. 
18, 3; 1971; p 19 and 3 1 . 
The p r i m i t i v e t r i b a l laws s t i l l haunt our 
l i v e s and a g a i n s t which we have every r eason to 
r e b e l , bu t we do not because of our v e n e r a t i o n f o r 
t r a d i t i o n and p a r e n t a l a u t h o r i t y . While looking f o r 
a groom t h e family i s counted f i r s t and t h e boy 
comes n e x t . The terms of mar r i age , t h e dowry i n 
cash or ornaments are s e t t l e d . If the groom i s edu-
cated h i s p r i ce may run in to tens of thousands rupees 
and if a dul lard , he wi l l s t i l l fetch half tha t 
amount i f he i s pure blooded according to caste 
standard. 
54, BAIBG (Tara A l i ) . I n d i a ' s women power. The seximage. 
1976. S.Chand, New Delhi . Chap 6 . 
I t i s well known t h a t Doctors, lawyers and 
other Government o f f i c l a s have d i f fe ren t monetary 
va lues . I t i s a phenomenon of bridegroom-barter based 
upon the fear in the minds of g i r l ' s parents tha t 
she may not be acceptable or be l e f t upon t h e i r 
hands. 
55 . BAIG(Tara A l i ) . I n d i a ' s women power. The meaning of 
ex is tence . 1976. S.Chand, New Delhi . Qiap 9 . 
Many ef for t s are being made to outlaw doweries, 
for they have become a bridegroom p r i c e ; a son being 
v i r t u a l l y held in the marriage market p lace as an 
e l i g i b l e bachel lor with a p r i ce on h i s head. 
The amount dananded by the boy 's family depends 
upon h i s pos i t ion and earning. The middle-class 
fa ther has to face the problem of meeting the demands 
on the marriage of h i s daughters, by what he can 
recovery on the marriage of his sons. This ugly p a r t 
of socia l custcan, l inked with marginal economic, 
continues though lanes have been made to abolish i t . 
56. INDIA,Information and Broadcasting, (Ministry of) 
India socia l stiructure. 1969 Chap 3 . 
Tradi t ional marriage i s more the concern of 
two groups of kindred than of two ind iv idua l s . Among 
the higher cas tes espec ia l ly Brahmins, the parents 
of g i r l go i n search of the groom and dowry i f often 
paid to the bridegroom. The amount of money spent 
va r i e s according to income# cas te , region and ex ten t , 
of Westernization. In some pa r t s of the country the re 
i s a " ta r i f f" for grooms based on education, the kind 
of job held, and the amount of ances t ra l wealth. 
57. JAOOBSON(Doranne) and WADLEY(Susen S) . Women in India , 
two perspec t ives . 1977, Manohar, New Delh i . P 49. 
Discussions of dowry are important i n marriage 
negot ia t ions in I nd i a , The parents of a highly edu-
cated boy may demand a l a rge dowry* The areas where 
dowry i s not very important expensive g i f t s are p re -
sented to a groom. 
58. JAYA LAKSHMI. Brides for s a l e . P a t r i o t , 20 Jul 80; 
3 a-h. 
The r a t e and amount of dowry, i n cash and kind, 
i n proport ion to the education parents provide to 
t h e i r son i s f ixed. Their p r o f i t i n the deal i s mani-
fold . Parents not only r e t a i n t h e i r r i g h t over t h e i r 
son whom they have sold but also ge t a most obedient 
and fa i th fu l servant i n the form of daughter- in-law. 
59. KAPADIA(K M). Marriage and family i n I n d i a . 1955. 
Oxford Universi ty p re s s , Delhi . Chap 6 . 
The amount of the dowry i s genera l ly regular 
ted by the social and economic s t a t u s of the br ide-
groomls fa ther and the educational qua l i f i ca t ions of 
the bridegroom. Education, instead of mit igat ing the 
ev i l , has worsened i t to a scandalous propor t ion . 
The s o c i a l p r e s t i g e a t t a c h e d to a family which pays 
a big dowiry i s encouraging t h e p r a c t i c e . 
6 0 . WOMEN: Tl|at diamond r i n g . Link . 14, 31 ; 1972; 35 . 
The f i n a n c i a l a s p e c t of mar r i age i s t h e most 
conc re t e and measurable f a c t o r . Dowry, o r no dowry, 
i t i s t h e man 's earning c a p a c i t y t h a t l a r g e l y dec ides 
how b e a u t i f u l , how educated, how t a l e n t e d h i s wife 
and i n f l u e n t i a l h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w s h a l l b e . Man f e e l s 
he has go t h i s "Money's worth" and women happy t o 
have s t r u c k a good b a r g a i n . But both Bave a naging 
susp i c ion , t h a t o t h e r pe r son may have e x t r a c t e d 
more b e n e f i t s than o t h e r w i s e . 
6 1 . ULLRICH(Hellu E) . Changing a t t i t u d e s towards mar r i age 
among Havik Brahmins. Soc i a l a c t i o n ; A q u a r t e r l y 
review of s o c i a l t r e n d s . 30, 3; 1980; 227-249. 
The dowry system i s becoming widespread , whi le 
f a t h e r s agon i se over paying money they do not have, 
t o a groom. Youths know t h a t c o l l e g e educa t ion , much 
land , o r some o t h e r d e s i r e d q u a l i t y w i l l g i v e thenn 
a dowry f o r t h e asking . Dowry system i s now so wide-
spread t h a t any excuse seems t o be an i d e a l euphemism, 
-SOUTHERN 
6 2 . SRINIVAS(M N) . Caste i n modern I n d i a and o t h e r e s s a y s . 
1962. Asia, Bombay. Chap 4 . 
I n South I n d i a Brahmins have economic power 
i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e i r p o s i t i o n as t h e heads of c a s t e 
h i e r a r c h y . They a r e landowers and were f i r s t to sense 
a d v a n t a g e s of w e s t e r n e d u c a t i o n , t h e i r s o n s became 
f i r s t t e a c h e r s , o f f i c i a l s , l a w y e r s , d o c t o r s and 
j u d g e s . T h e i r p o s i t i o n i n t h e s o c i a l systonn was 
s t r a t e g i c and had a n e a r monopoly o f a l l t h e h i g h e r 
p o s t s . G r a d u a l l y t h e e x p e n s e s of h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n 
p a v e d t h e way f o r c o s t l y wedd ings and dowry sys tem 
a t t a i n e d i t s r o o t s deep and i t i s now v e r y d i f f i -
c u l t t o e r a d i c a t e i t c o m p l e t e l y . 
-MYSORE 
6 3 . SRINIVAS(M N) . C a s t e i n m o d e m I n d i a and o t h e r 
e s s a y s . A s i a , Bomaby. Chap 2 . 
Over s e v e n t y y e a r s ago , t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f 
b r i d e - p r i c e s e a n s t o h a v e p r e v a i l e d among some s e c -
t i o n s of Mysore B r a h m i n s . But w i t h w e s t e r n i z a t i o n , 
and t h e demand i t c r e a t e d f o r e d u c a t e d b o y s who h a d 
good j o b s , dowry became p o p u l a r . The b e t t e r e d u c a t e d 
a boy , t h e l a r g e r t h e dowry h i s p a r e n t s demand f o r 
h im . 
INDIA-SOCIAL PROBLEM-MARRIAGE-CUSTOMS 
Am RITES-DOWRY-EVIL EFFECTS 
6 4 , SHANANI(M S) . Dowry menaco . I E . 29 J u n e 7 9 ; 6 b - c . 
I t i s no t c l e a r wha t s o c i o - r e l i g i o u s s a n c t i o n s 
t h e r e a r e b e h i n d t h e custom of payment o f dowiry. 
When p e r s o n s a r e a p p r o a c h e d , t h e y s h a k e t h e i r h e a d s 
and t h i n k t h a t t h e y w i l l b e excommunica ted from 
s o c i e t y . F a l s e s e n s e of p r e s t i g e works b e h i n d t h e 
c u s t o m . Government s h o u l d i n t r o d u c e l e g i s l a t i o n f o r 
compul so ry r e g i s t r a t i o n o f m a r r i a g e f u r n i s h i r w 
d e t a i l s o f e x p e n d i t u r e i n c u r r e d on each m a r i r i a g e . 
65 . RASTOGICS C) . Legal checks on display of dowry. The 
H T. x l v i i i , 49; 19 Feb 1971; 7a. 
The c?ause of dowry i n many sect ions of Hindu 
society has crossed a l l t he l imi t s of humanity and 
moral i ty . Rates of dowry a re on inc rease . Ctountless 
men and women have l o s t t h e i r l i v e s because they 
cannot provide the desired dowry. There are p a r t i e s 
which stand for socialism, democracy/ p ro tec t ion 
of cows and Hinduism but i s there any pa r ty which 
stands for the pro tec t ion of count less men and 
woBien from the demon of dowry. 
66 . BAlG(5Eara A l l ) . I n d i a ' s woman power) The meaning 
of ex is tence . 1976. S.Chand* New Delhi . Chap 9. 
The major power s t ruggle within a family i s 
almost always between the daughter-in-law and the 
mother-ir»-law. Trad i t iona l ly c r i t i c a l and frequently 
mean. A new bride has to be kept i n her place/ 
nothing i s ever r igh t i f she comes of a poor family 
and with meagre dowry, 
67 . JSFPERY(Patricia) . Frogs i n a wel l : Indian women 
in purdah. 1979. Vikas,Mew Delhi . Chap 1. 
Generally i n India/ marriage involves t r ans -
fe r of p roper ty . Major among these i s t h e dowry - t he 
g i f t which the b r i d e ' s parents send with her to her 
conjugal home - which i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the r e l a -
t i v e l y wealthy/ r a the r than the poor. I t i s often 
said tha t the parents dread the burden of many dau-
ghte rs because of the f inancia l demands t h e i r 
marriages involve, and indeed/ the s ize and the con-
t e n t s of the dowry are often matters which are 
disputed by the p a r t i e s involved in marriage. The 
pressure i s always on the b r i d e ' s family to give 
as much as they can-and the fear i s always t ha t , 
i f they f a i l , the br ide wi l l be i l l - r e c e i v e d in her 
husband's home. 
6 8 , WARSI(Hassan Z a h i d ) . Help e r a d i c a t e e v i l of dowry. 
Radiance . 10, 7 ; 1972; 10 . 
As yea r s r o l l on^ t h e s o c i e t y i s f a l l i n g i n 
t h e t i g h t e r g r i p of dowry, a s o c i a l menance. From 
t h e feudal rank i t has c r e p t i n t o t h e lowes t s t r a t a 
of s o c i e t y . Al l bow be fo re t h i s demon, no m a t t e r 
how much they d i s l i k e i t . Dowry has indeed become 
a s l u r on o u r s o c i e t y , 
-SOCIAL AMD PSYCHDLOGICAL 
69. MANDAL(P K) . Dowry; a sociological ana ly s i s . 
Kurukshetra. 26, 10; 1978; 21, 
The custOTti of giving presents a t the time 
of marriage i s a universal phenomenon and of ancient 
o r i g i n . But i n course of time the custom has become 
r ig id and has assumed new meaning and purpose, Now^  
a-days i t has become associated with soc ia l s t a tus 
and family p r e s t i g e , Dowxry has become dysfunctional 
for the present socia l system. I t gives r i s e to 
psychological and socio malad^stment which causes 
f rus t a t ion not only to the br ides but a lso to t h e i r 
parents. 
-MARITAL PROBLEMS 
7 0 . MARSHALL(Tyler). Dowries d i r t y d e a l s . I E . 29 J u l y 
79; 2 Mag Sec. 
Dowry has beccxne a s e r i o u s s o c i a l probelm 
f o r middle c l a s s I n d i a . Prolonged d i s p u t e s over 
dowries a r e now cons ide red a major cause of mar r i age 
breakdown. I t has become a r e a l s o c i a l e v i l i n l a s t 
20 t o 30 y e a r s and i s a p roduc t of I n d i a ' s a f f luence 
says Mrs.Sximan Krishnan Kant, v^o heads t h e a n t i -
dowry committee c a l l e d Women's V i g i l a n c e Oomi i t t ee . 
The more p r e s t i g i o u s t h e b r ideg room' s j o b , 
educa t ion and s o c i a l s t and ing , t h e more money and 
goods he w i l l br ing i n f o r h i s f ami ly . P a r e n t s t r y 
t o buy t h e i r d a u g h t e r ' s happ iness , but once i t 
s t a r t s i t never e n d s . 
7 1 , SARAN(Shalini) , The mar r i age menders . I m p r i n t . 20, 
4; 1980; 69 -77 . 
Dowry has assvuned c r imina l p r o p o r t i o n s . 
I n d i a n man ' s d iv ided l o y a l t y to p a r e n t s has g iven 
low p o s i t i o n to wife i n h i s l i s t of p r i o r i t i e s . 
These two a s p e c t s of mar r i age a r e t h e r o o t of most 
n a r i t a l problems i n t h e middle c l a s s e s . 
-CLASS STRUCTURE 
7 2 , DOWRY; TAKE i t and bow t o he r m a j e s t y ' s command. 
Radiance . 11 , 13; 1973; 4 . 
Dowry clouds t h e happiness of a mar r i^ ige . I t 
i s a c u r s e which we should r e a l i s e and t r y to p u t 
and end t o such a t r e n d and save o u r community be fo re 
i t i s too l a t e . 
I t has d iv ided our s o c i e t y on economic b a s i s 
and has f ixed t h e market v a l u e of youngmen of o u r 
s o c i e t y according t o t h e i r educa t ion , p r o f e s s i o n 
e t c . Ask f o r dowry and be f l a v e a l l your l i f e o r 
no dowry and you w i l l have a happy home. 
-BUSINESS OONTRACT 
7 3 , ABDUL KADIR(KSA), Marry f o r weal th and be demand. 
Radiance. 10, 51; 197 3; 9 . 
The most p r e c i o u s of t h i n g s i n world i s a 
v i r t u o u s w i f e . But how t r a g i c i t i s t h a t a person 
i n greed fo r weal th i s search ing not a good wife 
but weal th which she w i l l br ing wi th h e r . The e v i l 
of dowry i s rampant i n our coun t ry . 
I t i s mean th ing t o marry a woman wi th t h e 
i n t e n t i o n of acqu i r ing h e r w e a l t h . By doing so t h e 
p a r e n t s of t h e women look down upon t h e i r soi>>ir>- • 
law a s an a r t i c l e purchased a t a p r i c e . 
Dowiry system has l e f t thousands of young g i r l s 
with t e a r s i n t h e i r eyes which a r e eroding our base 
l i k e a g r e a t cyc lone , 
7 4 . A3ARWAL(C s) , Acute and abuse : Marr iages t h e and 
now. T I . 29 May 8 1 ; 8g-h , 
I n most Hindu mar r i ages today t h e r e i s n e i t h e r 
l o v e nor v a l o u r , Hindu mar r i ages have become ciruder 
and more exp lus ive wi th t h e spread of modern educa-
t i o n . I f t h e b r i d e was bought i n a n c i e n t s o c i e t i e s 
as an e x t r a hand t o se rve t h e family , t h e groom i s 
bought today as an inves tment o r a s an i tem of 
f u r n i t u r e . 
Among t h e a f f l u e n t t h e son- in - l aw i s as much 
a s t a t u s symbol as an imported c a r . 
75. BAKSHI(B K) . Changing Indian family. Soc-.M#l. 12, 
6; 1965; 1-3. 
Family has been var iously described as "haven 
of r e s t " , " r e t r ea t from the h o s t i l i t i e s and confusion 
of a work-a-day world" and the nursery of a l l v i r t u e s . 
In our days we come across a la rge number of famil ies 
which, i n p lace of being heaven of r e s t ' become j u s t 
the oppos i te . The concept of marriage being a 
'sacrament* and ind i sso lub le i s gradual ly giving way 
to i t s being a "contract" and one tha t can be d isso-
lved i f the p a r t i e s of the marriage agree to do so. 
The people have become habituated to endure whatever 
comes to t h e i r share, without making conscious 
e f for t s to overcome or el iminate the cause. 
76 . 00RMACK(Margaret) . Hindu Woman. Asia,Bombay. 1915. 
Chap 6 . 
Dowxry i s a curse but i t s idea i s s t i l l strong 
even though the eustora i s changing from time to t ime. 
A g i r l has to have a l o t of money to ge t married. 
The dowry i s used i n bidding for the boy, and he 
uses i t . In most of the cases i t beccames the property 
of the husband's family and the g i r l never has any 
j u r i s d i c t i o n over i t s use . Dowry i s s e t t l e d a t the 
time of be t ro tha l s , which i s a business cont rac t 
between the fami l ies . 
77 . WOMEN:A period of t r a n s i t i o n . Link. 13, 29; 1971; 
37. 
I t i s strange tha t i n India today when many 
women are i n the forefront of p o l i t i c a l and economic 
l i f e , the b i r t h of a son i s s t i l l hai led with joy 
not to be compared with the a r r iva l of a baby g i r l . 
Instead of law against taking and giving of dowries 
the proceedure p e r s i s t s making a g i r l feel g u i l t y 
as time for her marriage draws near and the parents 
are not too economically solvent . The treatment 
meted out to the daughter-in-law depends upon the 
amount of cash o r kind she has brought with her to 
her new home, 
78, PILLAI(G K) . Love, beauty and marriage. 1962, Kitab 
Ma-hal, Allahabad, Chap 3 , 
In other countr ies dowry i s a set t lement of 
property o r money consequent on marriage according 
to the affluence of the b r i d e ' s f a the r . In India 
i t i s an ext rac t ion from b r i d e ' s fa ther ending i n 
unwilling and unavoidable payment. I t i s i s not 
given by him marriage w i l l not take p l a c e . 
I t i s a custom tha t has developed i n Hindu 
communities. I t has no Sas t r l c sanct ion, Kanu - a 
g rea t law-giver, provides only agains t the demand 
by the greedy fa thers of the b r ides , 
79. RAD(G R S) , I n s t i t u t i o n a l lags i n the changing pa t t e rn 
of marr iage. Soc Wei. 42- # 6, 1965; 14->15. 
Change i s constant i n every surviving society , 
a stagnant society may end i n ex t inc t ion . 
Marriage was more & relgious sacrament than a 
socia l ceronony and cont rac t for marriage was not 
between the individuals but between the parents of 
the two. Though given education of equal social s t a tu s 
the brid&-to-be i s s t i l l being considered as a s i l e n t 
s p e c l a t o r . She i s b e i n g e x h i b i t e d and o f f e r e d by h e r 
p a r e n t s a s a d o l l i n a showcase/ w i t h a d o e r y s l i p 
t a g g e d , and b a r g a i n e d and r e j e c t e d l i k e a commodity 
i n m a k e t . 
8 0 . SHAKUNTALA. Wedding T r a p . H T . Weekly Sunday . 4 May; 
1969; 3 f - h . 
Everyone h a s a r i g h t t o g e t m a r r i e d and t h i s 
i s t h e d i v i n e r i g h t of human b e i n g s . At t h e wedding 
one would i m a g i n e t h e b r i d e and b r i d e g r o o m t o be 
mos t i m p o r t a n t i n d i v i d u a l s . Nothing i s f a r t h e r from 
t r u t h . They a r e mere t o o l e i n t h e h i g h e r p o w e r s . 
The movement t h e i d e a of wedding i s mooted t h e 
w h e e l s b e g i n t o move. Atomic p i b i s s e t t o m o t i o n . 
Dowry i s t h e f a c t o r of s u p r a n e i m p o r t a n c e . The 
p a r e n t s o f t h e groom t r y t h e i r 3,evel b e s t t o r a i s e 
t h e f i g u r e , t h o s e of b r i d e t o b r i n g i t down. 
-FECIALS HUMILIATION 
8 1 . GIRIJA(P L T ) . Wbmen's d i g n i t y . I _ J . 23 May 8 1 ; 6 g - h . 
The c o n c e p t of women a s c o m o d i t i e s , l a c k i n g 
a l l human d i g n i t y i s becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y a c c e p t a b l e 
i n o u r s o c i e t y . The s a d d e s t p a r t i s t h a t women them 
s e l u e s a r e g e t t i n g b r a i n w a s h e d i n t o a c c e p t i n g a 
"commodity s t a t u s " i n t h e name of m o d e r n i t y . Women^ 
k i n d l o s e s i t s human s t a t u s i n t h e communi ty . 
8 2 . KAMATH(Gurudutt R ) . M a r r i a g e a r e made on e a r t h . 
I E . 1 Feb 1 9 8 1 ; Mag S e c . 2 . 
Immense amount of money a r e s q u a n d e r e d on 
I n d i a n m a r r i a g e s e v e r y y e a r . F a n t a s t i c d o w e r i e s a r e 
paid: women are bartered over l i k e marketable cx>mo-
d i t i e s . I t us'ed to be said tha t marriages were made 
in heaven but i n India a t l ea s t , the t i t l e of t h i s 
a r t i c l e ind ica tes something nearer to the t r u t h , 
8 3 . GOKHALE(Shanta) . Marr iage i s a c u r e - a l l . Femina. 
16, 9 ; 1975; 3 1 . 
The way a g i r l i s draped i n t h e shop window 
of t h e mar r i age market i s h u m i l i a t i n g . Behind h e r 
hangs her degree c e r t i f i c a t e , on h e r r i g h t i s t h e 
cake she has l ea rned t o bake i n h e r cookery c l a s s 
and i n between t h e f o l d s of her s a r i peeps a d i s -
c r e e t l i t t l e t ag , announcing t h e p r i c e t h e buyer 
w i l l g e t f o r l i f t i n g t h e goods . 
-EXPLIOTATION AND HUMILATION 
84. DHAR(Asha). Evils of dowry: Retrospect and prospect , 
Koshur Samachar, 19, 1; 1981; 5-8. 
The b i r t h of a g i r l i s the i n s t a n t t rad i t iora l 
s ignal for a pervasive low mood i n the family which 
p e r s i s t s . The evi l s p i r i t for a l l i l l - d i s g u i s e d 
grudge towards the female chi ld l i e s in the whole 
thoxight-pattern tha t the g i r l i s going to another 
household, involving t ransac t ions and t r ans f e r of 
wealth-cash and kind. On one hand a g i r l i s a l i a b i -
l i t y - a so r t of mi l l s tone round the neck: and on 
other hand as a daughter-in-law she i s a "rain cheque" 
f s t r e t ch and squeeze as much as you can) . The g i r l s 
continue to be weighed as a commodity i n the marriage 
market. Voluntary g i f t s have assumed scandalous pro-
por t ions- taking precedence over onotional a l l i ance 
of the par teners in marriage. 
8 5 . DOWRY-HUN5RY 'YSroom-running" f a t h e r on t h e p rowl . 
Koshur Samachar. 15, 10; 1980; 12. 
A new type of menace, more deadly and dange-
rous - a »«DLP would perhaps be t h e ap t d e s c r i p t i o n -
i s now on t h e p rowl . I t i s not a young impos te r but 
an e l d e r l y man who i s on t h e l l o - o u t f o r a match 
fo r h i s son, a w o r t h l e s s "show-piece" wi thou t a con-
sc i ence of h i s own, who even i n t h i s cen tu ry l a c k s 
courage t o r e v o l t a g a i n s t t h e i n j u s t i c e done to 
a g i r l and h e r p a r e n t s a t t h e hands of h i s p a r e n t s . 
Th is i s a l l f o r l u s t of money, go ld and dowry, a t 
a t ime when whole s o c i e t y and Government i s u p - i n -
arms t o f i g h t t h i s e v i l . 
8 6 . KADIRIVI(Rashid Khan). Dowry as an e v i l . Radiance. 
15, 8-9 ; 1979; 4 . 
Matrimonial dea l d e s t r o y s t h e ve ry p r i d e and 
p r e s t i g e of t h e p a r e n t s of n u b i l e daugh te r s and hum-
b l e s then t o t h e lower d e g r e e . I t appears a s i f t h e 
pa re t i t s of t h e g i r l s a r e b o m s l a v e s and indeb ted 
t o t h e i r " i n - l aws" from t h e i r womb t o tomb. To curb 
t h e e v i l , what i s r e q u i r e d i s change of h e a r t and 
f e a r of God. Married women commit s u i c i d e due t o t h e 
u n l i m i t e d g reed of t h e i r i n l a w s . I t i s i ndeed a b l o t 
and st igma on t h e I n d i a n s o c i e t y as a whole . 
-FALSE PRESTIGE AM3 INDEBTEDNESS 
8 7 . A3GARWAL(R C) . The c rusade a g a i n s t dowry. Soc Wei. 
23, 1; 1976; 7 - 8 . 
There i s no s o c i a l e v i l t h a t cannot be e r a d i -
c a t a d and t h e r e i s ha rd ly any s o c i e t y i n t h e world 
which i s wi thout some s o c i a l e v i l s . Dowry as such 
was unknown to Ancient Ind i a . During vedic times time 
the b i r t h of a g i r l was considered as an auspicious 
occasion. The pos i t ion i s refterse now. 
Wrong values are attached to mater ia l wealth. 
The socia l s ta tus of the family i s judged by the 
amount of dowry the br ides fa ther can afford to g i v e . 
Dowry as soc ia l evi l has been included in the l i s t 
s ince long. Inprisocment o r f ine or both se&a to be 
best so lu t ion to check the growing ev i l of dowry. 
88 . JAaOB(Jessica) . Wedding b i l l s are r ing ing . H T. 
22 Noc 81; 1 a-h. 
Wedding in India have always been a publ ic 
occasion, an arrangement b e ^ e e n e lders r a the r than 
a matting of indiv iduals , an occasion to make a show 
of your wealth and s t a tus the 'Khandan Ki 
Izzat* i s paraded for publ ic appra isa l , and yet the 
fear remains tha t too much may not be enough* 
No one questions the basic i n j u s t i c e of giving 
to a daughter and taking for a son, the imbalance, 
the explo i ta t ion and discr iminat ion b u i l t in to d i v i -
s ion. The g i r l has no dowry value . Solid worldly 
goods are widely perceived as the only secur i ty for 
g i r l ' s future , though the most laden br ides are 
also mis t reated, returned l i k e defect ive goods. 
89 . KUSUM KUMAR. Auster i ty . At a l l t imes, a t a l l l e v e l s . 
H T. 3 Nov 81 ; 7a -b . 
The fear of losing p res t ige comples us to 
spend much more than we can afford, though i t may 
take years to repay the debts incurred on a marriage. 
The var ious measures adopted to stop dowry system 
have not met wi th much s u c c e s s . The number of p e r -
sons demanding dowry niay have decreased bu t t h e 
number of t h o s e expect ing dowry remains same. 
-FEMALE OPPRESSION 
9 0 . DAS(Veena). Roots of v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t women. I E. 
25 Apr i l 8 1 ; 6 o-f. 
An enraged husband throws a c i d on t h e face 
of h i s wi fe and d i s f i g u r e s he r pe rmanen t ly , A young 
b r i d e i s b u r n t t o dea th by her husband and h i s 
mother . Each i n s t a n c e has i t s own background o r 
cause . Husband suspec t s t h e wife of i n f i d e l i t y and 
t h e b r i d e has not brought i n enough dowry. The men 
who commit t h e s e cr imes a r e people who l i v e with 
us having good r e p u t a t i o n . Reports of dowry dea th 
i n v a r i a b l y show a consp i racy between t h e mother and 
t h e son a g a i n s t t h e new b r i d e , because men r e t a i n 
t h e es teon of t h e i r mothers only by t h e renunc ia t ion . 
9 1 . SC ORDER t o produce t o r t u r e d b r i d e . T I . 24 June 8 1 ; 
1 a - b -
The supreme cour t today o rde red p r o d u c t i o n 
be fo re i t t h e b r i d e who has been ha rassed by her 
ii>-laws f o r a l l e g e d l y not having brought dowry. The 
i n - l a w s had t o l d her mother t h a t they a r e not i n -
t e r e s t e d i n dowry. A good match was t h e i r concern . 
But soon a f t e r mar r i age t hey s t a r t e d ha ra s s ing and 
bea t ing h e r up f o r not b r ing ing any dowry. 
9 2 . PAUL(Radha). Dowry a f f e c t s l i t e r a c y . Soc Wei . 
27 , 3 ; 1980; 5 . 
The p r a c t i c e of p a y i n g dowry h a s d e t e r i o r a t e d 
i n t o l o a t h s o m e b a r g a i n i n g on t h e p a r t of b r i d e g r o o m ' s 
f a m i l y l e a d i n g t o v a r i o u s d e g r e e s of s u f f e r i n g and 
t o r t u r e o f g i r l a t t h e h a n d s of h u s b a n d ' s f a m i l y . 
Spending on h e r e d u c a t i o n i s c o n s i d e r e d w a s t e -
f u l a s s h e w i l l b e g i v e n dowry and t h e i r e d u c a t i o n 
would b e of l i t t l e u s e t o h e r . 
-MURDER AISD SUGtDE 
9 3 . CHANDER KANTA. Must boys be bought. N.H. 28 March 81; 
1 f -h . 
Among the th ree e v i l s tha t mar the face of 
Indian matrimony the dowry stands foremost. The o ther 
two being incompat ibi l i ty and ruinous expenses. The 
system has ra ther become a cr ippling cons t ra in t i n 
our kind of soc ie ty . 
Eiqjenditure involved on dowry has no l i m i t s . 
The demands for more goods and cash leads to the 
harrassment of the br ide by the groom's r e l a t i on , 
r e s u l t s i n the disturbance of household peace and 
i n most cases the women are e i the r murdered or driven 
to su ic ide . 
94. A BURNIN3 quest ion. 9 I . 9 Ifov 81; 3o-d. 
Bride burning by dowry seekers has become t h i s 
country ' s curse, l i k e a t r o c i t i e s on Hari jans. Sig-
n i f i can t ly among those who per ish by f i r e before the 
age of 14, the number of boys and g i r l s i s roughly 
equal. But in the 15-24 age-group when g i r l s are 
nubile* the proportion of women vict ims begins to 
r i s e f a s t . In the 25-45 age, twice as many women 
are consumed by the flames as men i n Delhi a lone. 
Brutal k i l l i n g s by those d i s s a t i s f i e d with 
dowries brought by daughter-in-law i s t h e reason behind 
these k i l l i n g s . 
95 . DOWRY TAKES yet another l i f e . P a t r p i t . 4 June,81; lOe-f, 
When a newly married br ide returned to her irv-
laws house a f t e r negot ia t ions whe was harassed the re 
and driven to death. Ever-since the marriage the g i r l 
was continuously harassed for ge t t ing more dowry-at 
her l e a s t s ix thousand rupees. 
96 . KAPOOR(Jyotsana). Gomp. Accident o r dowry death? 
Ferolna. 21, 18; 1980; 15. 
In our society, a g i r l and her parents are s t i l l 
so he lp less tha t they suffer a l l i n d i g n i t i e s s i l e n t l y 
Parents cannot keep a g i r l a t home OPOe she i s married, 
even when they know she i s unhappy. The r e s u l t i s tha t 
e i t h e r she i s burnt or driven to su ic ide . 
97 . OUR CULTURAL c r i s i s . Udbodhan. 10, 2; 1980; 1 - 4 . 
The parents period of our h i s to ry i s of unres t 
and socia l ferment. The cases of docoity, robbery and 
growing a t r o c i t i e s of var ious forms on women are ram-
pant in var ious pa r t s of t he country. The soourage of 
dowry i s claiming l i v e s of young married wcroen. These 
are symptoms of the t o t a l degradation of our social and 
moral ferment. 
98. PATHAK(Ila) . Driven to death . Eve's Wklv. 35, 6; 
1981; 12. 
A l a rge number of married women are so unhappy 
tha t they prefer death even at tha t young age when 
normally l i f e should hold so much p leasure and pro-
mise for them. I t i s because of the a tuse , beating 
and worse, they face in new famil ies , and can and i t 
only one way-suicide. Returning to t h e i r pa ren t s ' 
home i s ruled out because of the social stigma. 
99. PRBSNANT WOMAN i s l a t e s t 'dowry vict im*. I E. 
4 July 81 ; 3 b -c . 
A lady was married about eight months ago to 
a shop keeper on the condit ion tha t he and h i s parents 
wi l l not ask for anything a f t e r marriage. But a f t e r 
only one month her in-law s ta r t ed taunting her because 
there was no TV, r e f r i ge ra to r o r washing machine i n 
dowry. Though the fa ther of the lady had prcxnised them 
tha t a t the b i r t h of h i s grandchild he wi l l give them 
a TV yet the lady was burnt before she had given b r i t h 
to the ch i l d . 
100. WOMEN: Social values need a change. Ldnk. 22, 47; 1980; 
37. 
Why do young married women commit suic ide, driven 
to death o r k i l l e d . One overriding fact tha t has obscure 
malignant influence on t h e i r fateful l i v e s i s dowry. 
In today 's society money i s respected more than a per-
son 's honour and i d e n t i t y . I t i s considered most su i -
t ab le time to demand a l a rge sum of money from the 
b r i d e ' s parents and the quickest and ea s i e s t way to 
make money a t the time of marriage. The custom of dowry 
i s deeply rooted i n our society, and a women i s s t i l l 
considered p a r t of her husband's proper ty . 
101. VEHGHESE(Jainila). Her gold and her body. 1980; Vikas, 
U.P. India . Caiap. 7. 
The dowry giving parents genera l ly look for a 
bridegroom, higher than t h e i r own family, hoping to 
buy t h e i r daxighter a comfortable future and socia l 
approval for t h e i r family. This s e t s the more-and-
more ba l l r o l l i n g . As the in - l aw ' s property the br ide 
may be to r tu red when she i s of no future use to her 
husband's family, she may be k i l l e d or be dirven to 
k i l l he r se l f . 
102. WOMAN BURNT t o dea th over dowry. P a t r o i t , . , 
2 J - u l y , 1981; 4g. 
A young b r i d e was s e t on f i r e when she f a i l e d 
t o f u l f i l l t h e demand of h e r - i n - l a w s f o r a chain and 
a b i c y c l e . The dea th brought t h e harassment to an end 
which she su f fe red a t t h e hands of h e r i n - l a w s f o r 
b r ing ing inadequa te dowry. 
10 3 . VOMAN'S SUICIDE due t o b e a t i n g s by i n - l a w s , I E. 
17 June 8 1 ; 3d -c . 
A l ady was d r i v e n t o s u i c i d e by burning h e r s e l f 
due t o i l l - t r e a t m e n t and b e a t i n g s a t t h e hands of h e r 
husband and i n - l a w s . Her i n - l a w s were d i s s a t i s f i e d , 
wi th t h e noney and p r e s e n t s she brought a f t e r h e r 
b r o t h e r ' s wedding. This l e d t o seve re b e a t i n g s . As she 
could not s t and t h e c r u e l t i e s of h e r ii>-laws any more 
she bu rn t h e r s e l f t o d e ^ t ^ . 
-MURDER 
104. DAS(Ashok) • Mystery shrouds death of ex-Delhi L i b r a r i a n . 
H T. 31 Aug 8 1 ; 6 c -d . 
F ive months a f t e r mar r i age Basan t i{a o o l l e g e 
L i b r a r i a n ) wrote t o her f a t h e r and complained of phy-
s i c a l t o r t u r e by her i » - l a w s . F a t h e r s en t a l e t t e r t o 
h i s fa ther in-law to t r e a t her as h i s daughter and 
another l e t t e r to h i s daughter asking her to adjust 
to the circumstances. At the marriage of her s i s t e r -
in-law her fa ther could not sa t i s fy her irvlaws by 
f u l f i l l i n g t h e i r danands. She was to r tu red and 
beaten now and then on the i ssue of dowry and a t 
l a s t her in-laws did away with her by a t i n of 
kerosene. 
105. LIFE TE31MS for burning wife over dowry. T I . 27 July 
81; l a - . 
The husbands who burn t h e i r wives for t h e i r 
l u s t for money, are enemies of society and such 
c u l p r i t s did not deserve any leniency and ought to 
be awarded extreme penal ty of death provided under 
the law. The statemtnt was given by S C Ja in (sess ions 
Judge) while holding a man(J L Malhotra) g u i l t y of 
murdering h i s wife. He said tha t such offences are a 
disgrace to c iv i l i zed soc ie ty . 
106. BRIDE BURNIIC for dowry. Link. 22, 47; 1980; 36-37. 
Bride burning in North India has become so f re -
quent t h a t i t no longer makes a hot news. The women 
led by the NFIW held a big p r o t e s t demonstration a t the 
Boat Club on June 19 to a t t r a c t the a t t e n t i o n of 
Parliament to these heinous crimes. Morevver, the cu l -
p r i t s ge t away, a l legedly with the conviance of p o l i c e . 
-SUIGEDE 
1 0 7 . DOWRY: The p r o h i b i t i o n a c t f a i l s . L i n k . 14 , 52; 1^71; 
39 . 
Women a r e s e n t back t o t h e i r p a r e n t s w i t h b a b e s 
i n arm a s f u r t h e r i n s t a l m e n t s o f due dowry r ema in u n p a i d 
on t h e s t i p u l a t e d d a t e s . The c a u s e of i n c r e a s i n g number 
o f s u i c i d e s among women i s t h a t t h e i r p a r e n t s wer e n o t 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o p r o v i d e t h e r e q u i s i t e dowry . Even a 
h i g h l y e d u c a t e d and w e l l employed g i r l h a s t o be t h e 
v i c t i m of dowry, 
1 0 8 . NINE WOMEN g e t b u r n t p e r month i n A l l a h a b a d . N I P . 
24 O c t 8 1 ; 5 a« 
As many a s 81 momen have b e e n a d m i t t e d t o M L N 
H o s p i t a l SKN H o s p i t a l and T B Sapru H o s p i t a l d u r i n g 
l a s t n i n e m o n t h s . 
T h e s e c a s e s c a n n e i t h e r b e d e s c r i b e d a s t h o s e 
of mere a c c i d e n t a l b u r n s o r of a t t e m p t e d s u i c i d e . I s 
i t t h a t o n l y newly-wed women c a t c h f i r e w h i l e c o o k i n g 
i s a q u e s t i o n which t h e s o c i e t y s h o u l d a w n s e r . 
-FALSE PRESTIGE AND INDEBTEDNESS 
1 0 9 . KHARE(R S) . Changing Brahmins : A s s o c i a t i o n and e l i t e s 
among t h e Kanya-Kubjas o f Nor th I n d i a . 1 9 7 0 . 
U n i v e r s i t y pres is o f C h i c a g o . P a r t 3 . 
I f a r i c h man s p e n d s on dowry g i f t s i t i s t r a ^ 
d i t i o n a l l y commendable. I f a p o o r man i n c u r s d e b t t o 
a r r a n g e f o r t h e demand dowry i t e m s * he i s p u t t i n g 
h i m s e l f t o economic s t r a i n b u t i s g a i n i n g t r a d i t i o n a l 
p o s i t i o n . To him, t h e l a t t e r i s c o s t l y b u t d e s i r a b l e . 
The r a t e s of doinry i n c r e a s e i n r e l a t i o n t o 
a n c e s t r a l p r o p e r t y t h a t a groom i s l i k e l y t o i n h e r i t . 
KASHMIR-MUSLIMS-SOCIAL PROBLEMS-MARRI/CB-
OJSTOMS AND RITES-DOWRY-EVIL EFFECTS 
1 1 0 . SIDDlQl(Mushtaq Ahmed). M a r r i a g e s i n K a s h m i r . R a d i a n c e . 
12, 2 ; 1974; 8 . 
Muslim s o c i e t y i n Kad imi r i s a p r i s o n e r o f o u t -
d a t e d and obrK>xious c u s t o m s . P e o p l e who a r e r e l i g i o u s 
minded p e r f o r m t h e s e c u s t o m s knowing f u l l y w e l l t h a t 
t h e y a r e u n - I s l a m i c . E d u c a t e d p e o p l e o b s e r v e t h e s e c u s -
toms d e s p i t e t h e i r a d v e r s e r e p e r c u s s i o n s . B i r t h o f 
d a u g h t e r i s i m p l e a s a n t news, f o r p a r e n t s v i s u a l i s e t h e 
c o m p l e x i t y of p r o b l e m s wh ich w i l l come i n f u t u r e a t 
t h e t i m e o f m a r r i a g e . 
MAHARASOTRA-SOCIAL PROBLaiS-MARRI^B-CUSTOMS 
AND RITES-DOWRY-EVIL EFFECTS-MARITAL PROSLIMS 
111. Dowry system p e r s i s t s unabated. I t i s obl iga-
tory i n t he v i l l a g e to g ive the dowry. Marriages are 
delayed, post-poned and even broken for want of dowry. 
Hence, some people are forced to s e l l t h e i r property i n 
order to offer i t . There i s a gap between precept and 
p r a c t i c e . The changes d i scern ib le a re ce r t a in ly p e r i -
pheral and not fundamental. 
1 1 2 . ORISSA^SOCIAL CONDITIONS-MARRIASB-CUSTOMS 
AND RITES-DO WRY-EVIL EFFECTS-MARITAL PROBLEMS 
WOMEN: A t a l e o f woes from O i r i s s a . L i n k . 2 3 , 3 1 ; 8 1 ; 
3 3 . 
The t a l e s o f woes of dowry v i c t i m s i n I n d i a 
s u r p a s s t h e l i m i t s o f i l l t r e a t m e n t d e s p i t e A n t i - d o w r y 
A c t . A l a d y , S a v i t r i , was h a r r a s e d by h e r husband b e -
c a u s e s h e c o u l d n o t g e t Rs ,2 ,000 . Her h u s b a n d P r a v a t 
Chaudhry t o l d h e r t h a t i f s h e c r e a t e d t r o u b l e s h e w i l l 
l o o s e h e r l i f e and h e would m a r r y a g a i n and g e t dowry 
w o r t h Rs 40 ,000* 
INDIA, SOCIAL PROBLEM-MARRIAGE-CUSTOMS AID 
RITES DOWRY-EVIL EFFECTS-CAUSES-SOCIAL PARTY 
1 1 3 . VAID(Sudesh ) . Dowry d e a t h s . I E . 19 J u n e 7 9 ; 6 a . 
Dowry d e a t h s i n c o u n t r y h a v e become a n i g h t m o r e 
f o r young b r i d e s and t h e i r p a r e n t s . Eve ryday we h e a r 
of more and more i n c i d e n t s o f t h i s t y p e and we a r e 
s e n s e d , we ighed w i t h a s e n s e of shame. Wise p e r s o n s 
t a l k o f s o c i o ~ r e l i g i o u s s a n c t i o n s b e h i n d t h i s c u s t o m . 
But i s t h e r e any r e l i g i o n i n t h i s w o r l d which s a n c -
t i o n s t h e b u r n i n g of a w i f e b e c a u s e o f i n a d e q u a t e dowry , 
-FEMALE REVOLT 
114, APTE(J S) . Marathi - speaking g i r l ' s views on t h e i r 
future bridegrooms. Soc Wei. 17, 7; 70; 22. 
The g i r l s when interviewed c l ea r ly expressed 
t h e i r reac t ion against a t t i t u d e towards men who demand 
a dowry. The boy howsoever educated or r i c h he may be, 
should not demand dowry from the b r i d e ' s s ide i n any 
foim-cash, ornament, c lo ths e t c . They feel with i d i -
gnation tha t the r a t e s of dowry look as i f f ixed. No 
amount of anti-dowry l e g i s l a t i o n wi l l l essen t h i s 
demand unless there i s a radica l change i n a t t i t u d e s 
of boys and t h e i r parents towards money and marriage 
expenses. 
115. JACOB(Jessica) . The woman who "burn t" h e r husband. Eve ' s 
Wkly. 25, 43 ; 8 1 ; 49 ,57 . 
For yea r s now«B have been reading about h e l p -
l e s s b r i d e s being bu rn t t o death f o r b r ing ing i n - a d e -
q u a t e " d o w r i e s . Achale Vij d i d n ' t wa i t t o be b u r n t . 
She dared t o f i g h t back and, i n s t e a d , b u r n t he r husband ' s 
e f f igy o u t - s i d e t h e i r home, d e c l a r i n g t h a t a man who 
would so i l l - t r e a t h i s wi fe was not f i t t o l i v e i n 
s o c i e t y . 
-WOMEN ORGANIZATION 
116. ACTION ON dowry cases denanded. P a t r o i t . 12 Aug 79; 
12 c . 
Debating on the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of a dowry-less 
society i n the cap i t a l on Saturday, i n a seminar o r -
ganisa t ion by the Delhi u n i t of Indian Federation of 
Vjbmen Lawyers need to do something on t h i s , was f e l t 
by p a r t i c i p a n t s . They p a r t i c i p a n t s eaqjlained the duty 
of soc ia l workers i n organising publ ic opinion against 
dowry. They f e l t t ha t present laws were inadequate to 
t ack le the r i s ing trend i n t o r t u r e of daughter-ir>-law 
for dowry demands. The seminar resolved to c rea t s a 
c e l l with o ther socia l and welfare organisa t ion s to 
ac t ive ly promoting inves t iga t ion of dowry deaths . 
117. DEMAMD TO t r e a t dowry su ic ide as murder. P a t r o i t . 
19 June, 81 ; 10 g-h. 
The Delhi S ta te Mahila Federation met po l i ce 
Gbimnissioner and said t h a t a l l dowry deaths should be 
t r ea ted as murder and not su ic ide , even i f the dead 
women had taken t h e i r own l i v e s , s ince "normally no one 
choosen t o t a k e o n e ' s l i f e u n l e s s forced by c i r -
cumstances pe r sons invo lved i n such c a s e s be a r r e s t e d 
wi thou t d e l a y and no b a i l be al lowed t o them", 
-PROTESTS AND DiMONSTRATIONS 
118. DOWRY SYSTEW and br ide burning: p r o t e s t r a l l y i n Delhi. 
Statesman. 26 March 81; 3d, 
"Hang the dowry greedy and we want j u s t i c e from 
the po l i ce were the slogans by more than a hundred men 
and women who took p a r t i n an anti-dowry, demonstration 
in Delh i . The organizat ion not only the need to do away 
with the dowry system but also t he , i n j u s t i c e i m p l i c i t 
i n the po l i ce refusal to r e g i s t e r cases against the 
c u l p r i t s . The a t t i t u d e of courts i s also disappoint ing. 
119. SHARMA(Sarla) . New bride-burning b laze . P a t r o l t . , 
' ., 22 June 81; 5 f-h. 
Demonstrations are not fun, nor a pos t ine . I t 
needs a w i l l to se t a wrong thing r igh t to take yourself 
under the sun for hours . Mahila Federation members 
held the demonstrations and met the Pol ice Gbraraissioner 
urging him to take ser ious and ef fec t ive act ion s i n 
the cases where women are burnt for i n su f f i c i en t dowry. 
Further they demanded t h a t dowry deaths be t rea ted as 
murder and not suic ide because no one normally chooses 
to d ie ; e i t h e r they are murdered o r driven to death 
which i s another name of murder. 
^ - . 
-STEPS, REMEDIAL 
120. GANDHI(MK) • To the s tuden ts , rep. 1958, Navaiivan 
publishing house, Ahroedabad. C3iap 99. 
I t i s our misfortune tha t the sordidness of 
exacting a p r i ce for marrying a g i r l i s not regardejd 
as a decided d i squa l i f i ca t i on . An a l toge ther a r t i f i -
c i a l value i s put upon English Gbllege education. I t 
covers a mult i tude of s i n s . If t hede f in i t ion of 'Accom-
plishment ' was more sens ib le than i t has become among 
the c lasses whose educated youngmen exact a p r i ce for 
accepting marriage proposals on behalf of g i r l s , the 
d i f f i c u l t y of se lect ing su i t ab le matches for g i r l s 
would be much lessened, i f not e n t i r e l y reamoved, 
121. HALDER(Arun K) • The defence of the dowjcy systan. The 
rad ica l humanist, 39, 7; 1975; 25, 
The dowry has often provided valuable support 
to the daughter i n time of d i s t r e s s and calamity. But 
i f i t has proved to be a cancerous growth of our socie ty , 
i t w i l l t u rn no l e s s poisonous to the body, i f removed 
by executive surgery a lone . I t a abo l i t i on may be phased 
out and kept to the tune of the prevai l ing character 
of the soc ie ty . 
122. LIFE TERM for a l l t h ree i n dowry murder case . I E. 
23 Dec 79; 1 o-f. 
Dowry i s a socia l ev i l from several c en tu r i e s . 
Biroan t e a r s have fa i l ed to sa t i s fy t h i s devi l and now 
i t has s t a r t e d demanding human blood. I t i s high time 
tha t t h i s ev i l may be fought a t a soc ia l plane as 
well as by the s t a t e and a f inal death blow may be 
given before i t completely ea ts away the v i t a l i t y of 
soc ie ty . 
123, SHAHANI(M s) . Suicidal Dowries. I E. 19 Aug 79; 6a. 
With a view to cu r t a i l i ng expenditure on mar-
riagesr o i v i l marriages i n courts o r marriages solem-
nised i n community h a l l s should be encouraged. Special 
courts or family courts may be s e t up to t r y cases 
a r i s ing out of murders and suicides on account of the 
ev i l s of dowry, 
124, SHAHNAZ BB3UM. Demand dowry and damn your l i f e . 
Radiance. 11, 17; 73; 5 . 
We are ful ly aware of the fac t t h a t dowry sys-
tem has poisoned and po l lu ted our soc ie ty . The ch i ld 
who i s the object of happiness to the paren t s i s 
transformed in to an objec t of tremendous worr ies . The 
g i r l s cannot bear the s ight of t h e i r f rus t ra ted parents , 
t h e i r sorrow reaches to such a climax t h a t they are 
forced to follow the e a s i e r way out , i . e . the way of 
su ic ide . 
Let us introduce dowry-l«ss marriage to r e s to re 
peace, wipe off the t e a r s and sav.e l i v e s of hundreds 
of parents and of t h e i r daughters . 
125, SHARMA(Baldev). What i f we abolish marr iage. The rad i -
cal humanist. 39, 2; 75; 6. 
The bargaining about dowry which often becomes 
extor t ion and improver!shes the parents of a g i r l s i s 
a fea ture which gives marriage the s t a t u s of crime. 
••Love marriage" and "abol i t ion of dowi^^" are said to 
be the remedies. But the domination by e i t h e r pa r tne r 
i s always cause of disharmony. 
126, TORTURE IN f i r s t 5 years can be 'dowry offence*. 
H T. 17 Ju ly 81; 5 b - c . 
Young married women tor tured , insu l t ed or 
deprived of t h e i r mar t ia l r igh ts during f i r s t f ive 
years of t h e i r marriage should be t r ea t ed as vict ims 
of dowry offences. The offenders should be punished 
with J a i l and f ine . In Madhya Pradesh a t l e a s t two 
women commit suicide and one i s murdered for dowry. 
Everyday but t h e i r deaths are seldom t r ea t ed or 
inves t iga ted as dowry dea ths . Out of 408 deaths 
reg is te red by pol ice 114 suicides and several mur-
ders were a t t r i bu t ed to domestic feuds. 
1 2 7 , WADHWA(P R ) , Dowry D e a t h s . H_T. 8 J u l y 8 1 ; 9 e . 
Every d e a t h of a b r i d e s h o u l d b e i n v e s t i g a t e d 
by t h e CBI w i t h o u t anybody a s k i n g f o r i t . T h e r e s h o u l d 
be no t i m e l i m i t b e c a u s e daugh te r&- i r> - l aw have been 
b u r n t even a f t e r t w e l v e y e a r s of m a r r i e d l i f e . 
Case s of b r i d e - b u r n i n g s h o u l d be t r i e d i n 
s p e c i a l c o u r t s f o r e x p e d i t i o u s d i s p o s a l . 
-REFORM MOVEMENTS 
128, BHARTENDU(Kumar). Hindus search t h e i r sou l . Democratic 
world. 10, 43; 81; 7 -8 . 
The mammoth convention was held by Virat Hindu 
Samaj i n New Delhi wherein the pres ident of the Saaaj, 
Dr.Karan Singh said in h i s address, tha t the convention 
wi l l mark the s t a r t ing point of a rad ica l reform in 
Hindu Socie ty . I t s meain function wi l l be to find the 
v i l l a i n s and victims ra the r than e rad ica te the custcms 
and a t t i t u d e s which give b i r t h to ev i l s l i k e dowry sys-
tem and untouchabi l i ty . 
129. DOC OF dowry. I E. Sunday Standard. 5 March 79; 4 a-b. 
Words are not strong enough to descr ibe the 
enormity of the crime tha t i s dowry. One wonders what 
has happened to a l l those youthful zea lo t s who were 
buzy taking vows and organising publ ic opinion against 
the i n s t i t u t i o n of dowry during the Emergency. Surely, 
no one needs power or pos i t ion to organise a social 
cl imate against dowry. 
130. MUKHI(H R) . Indian society and socia l i n s t i t u t i o n . 
Surjeet book depot, Delh i . 1974; Chap 18. 
Our society, to begin with was f ree of social 
e v i l s . With the passage of time ev i l of dowry systam 
alongwith other e v i l s crept up in our soc ie ty . These 
ev i l s continued to hollow our sound socia l system, 
and when i t become i n t o l e r a b l e soc ia l reformers de-
cided to reform soc ie ty . To a l a rge extent t h e i r labour 
bore f r i n t but the socie ty i s so much soc ia l ly ro t t en 
t h a t the impact of these reforms has been p a r t i a l l y 
f e l t . The a f for t s are s t i l l being continued to r e l i eve 
the socie ty from the e v i l s but the task i s heavy, 
d i f f i c u l t and axnplex. 
131. RAVINDRA NATH. Where are the reformers? I E. 1 June 
81; 6 o-f. 
Worse things than chi ld marriages are happen-
ing i n the country. Everyday we read about young women 
burnt a l i v e o r driven to suicide by dowry ghouls, rape 
and purchase of women, and a va r i e ty of o ther monstro-
s i t i e s unheafid of in a c iv i l i z ed soc ie ty . Even the 
news of a s t ray Sati o r a case of human sac r i f i ce 
somewhere i n the country does not cause such excitonent, 
Most important reason - i s the waning and 
v i r t u a l col lapse of the reform raovenent i n India 
a f t e r independence. 
132. SHAKUNTALA LAL. Jewellery - root cause of a l l Ev i l s . 
P a t r o i t . XVII^ 28, 4 Nov 81; Maa Sec. 4 c b -c . 
The anti-dowry movsnent has been i n India for 
decades because many famil ies have been victims of dowiry 
syst«n. There i s a t l e a s t one suicide a day on account 
of dowry and jewellery forms the major pa r t of dowry# 
the t r a d i t i o n of possessing wealth i n the fonn of 
gold i s very primit ive/ has become root of a l l e v i l s 
i n our country, 
1 3 3 . S V. Wbmen: Keeping t h e home f i r e s b u r n i n g . Eco and 
p o l Wkly. 14, 25 ; 7 9 ; 1 0 3 8 . 
P r a c t i c e of dowry i s i n c r e a s i n g and now c a t c h i n g 
on from t h e u r b a n t o t h e r u r a l a r e a s . 
U n l e s s a l l t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n s ( o l d and new) a r e 
a b l e t o e f f e c t i v e l y l a u n c h s t i nagg le on women 's i s s u e s 
women's w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be v i c t i m of t h e s o c i a l and 
economic c o n d i t i o n s i n o u r c o u n t r y . 
-SOCIAL AWARENESS AND CHAtGE 
134. RAVINDRA NATH. No reform without t e a r s . I E. 26 Oct 
81 ; 6 b - e . 
The in sp i r a t i on for new movonnents has always 
come from ind iv idua l s . No doubt a f t e r Mahatma Gandhi-
the s t a t e - the secular s ta te- took over the business 
of purifying Hindu soc ie ty . I t introduced many pro-
gress ive laws. But by now we have l ea rn t tha t socia l 
ev i l s cannot be l e g i s l a t e d away. 
The challenge can be met by youth. Revolution 
i s not a t ea par ty , Untouchabili ty and dowry k i l l e r s 
i s not d i s t r i bu t ing prasad. Social i nequ i t i e s involve 
economic injust ice* the s t ruggle wi l l necessar i ly have 
to be on radica l l i n e s . I f an organisa t ion fights* 
regardless of consequences* the stiniggle wi l l provide 
i t s own i n s p i r a t i o n , 
135, BANSAL(Satinder). Who wi l l curb dowry. H T. 13 Aug 81; 
9 e-f. 
The r ich should t r y by a l l means to supress t h e i r 
lust* s a t i s f ac t i on of which i s inherent i n the preva-
lance of the dowry system. They are real sources of 
i n f l a t i o n . The middle c l a s s and other unfortunate people, 
subjected to the infection* need to wage a strong f ight 
against t h i s menace. Legal remedies are useless i f not 
sanctioned by the pub l i c , 
136, GANDHI (M K) . To the s tudents . Reprinted 1958. Navaiivan 
publishing house* Ahmedabad, Chap 54, 
Any young man who makes dowry a condit ion of 
marriage d i s c r ed i t s h i s education and h i s country and 
dishonours womanhood, A strong publ ic opinion should 
be created i n condemnation of the degrading p r ac t i c e 
of dowry and young men who so i l t h e i r f ingers with 
such i l l - g o t t e n gold should be excommunicated from 
soc ie ty , 
137, GMIII(H A) . The dowry system. The Radical Humanist, 
40, 2; 1976; 32-33. 
The dowry system has been accepted as a social 
custom and cannot be eradicated by mere force of law. 
We have to change the psychology of people and sup-
plement l ege l e f for t s by educational a c t i v i t i e s to 
change the a t t i t u d e of the people. This pernicious s 
system can be eradicated by creat ing widespread socia l 
awareness. 
138. KAMALUDDIN(S) . Suicidal dowries. I E. 19 Aug 791 6a, 
Dowry system i s a matter of shame for our society 
i n general and for the "educated" who are responsible 
for t h i s p rac t i ce and who ca l l themselves(advanced) 
in p a r t i c u l a r s . 
This system cannot be completely prohibi ted by 
the law unless t h i s unhealthy p r ac t i c e i s given up by 
the whole society w i l l i n g l y . 
139. KUKREJA(H S ) . Are they dowry deaths . H_T, l July 81; 
9 e-f. 
Men who allow themselves to be offered for "sa le" 
are so dazzled by the money offered i n dowry, tha t they 
forget tha t tomorrow they wi l l have to "buy" a husband 
for t h e i r s i s t e r s o r a daughter a t a higher r a t e 
( in f l a t ion 1) , and the same i l l - t r e a t m e n t may be mated 
out to t h e i r daughters s i s t e r s a l s o . 
Dowry i s such a cronic malady tha t the e f fo r t s 
of the Government alone to eradicate i t cannot succeed. 
Whole hearted publ ic co-operation i s needed. 
140. PINKY-Who wi l l curb dowry. H_Z« 13 Aug 81 ; 9o-d. 
Daily we hear about dowry and expenditure on 
marriages. Legis la t ion i s of no use . Tradi t ion can 
change with s t r i c t n e s s or with boldness of the young 
generat ion which has to face none o ther but t h e i r 
own p a r e n t s . The author thdtipcsthat i t i s b e t t e r not 
to marry than to marry a person who does not want a 
wife, a l i f e par tner , but needs dowry and a "dan" 
(Kanyadan) and has not got the guts to face the society 
and maXe h i s own home by himself. 
141. QURATUIAIN HYDER. Muslim women i n Ind ia . In JAIN 
(Devali)# Ed. Indian women. 1975. Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting* Ind ia , p 196. 
The contr ibutors of Tehzib Niswan, a weekly 
journal s t a r t e d in 1896, l iv ing in the remote d i s t r i c t s 
of the country, ardently wrote against t h e dowry system, 
use less customs and expensive ceremonies. These problems 
were shared by a l l Indian Women. 
142. SAXENACArun K) . Evil of dowry. H_T. 3 March 71; 9c. 
Although many people have expressed t h e i r resent-
ment against the dowry system i t w i l l d ie hard. Marriages 
i n t h i s country are arranged by parents and dowry i s 
a p a r t of t h i s arrangement. 
No piece of l e g i s l a t i o n can be ef fec t ive ly 
implemented unless i t i s backed by a strong public opinion, 
143. VIDYA BHUSHAN and SACHDEVA. Introduct ion to sociology. 
Ed 7; 1978. Kitab Mahal/ Allahabad. Chap 19. 282-83. 
One of the problems regarding marriages in India 
i s commercial aspect of t h e marriage. By i t we mean 
dowry system. I t needs no mention with what ev i l s the 
system i s fraught. The fa ther of the g i r l commits 
suicide because he has not been able to manage for the 
dowry demanded by the parents of the boy. G i r l s too 
commit su ic ide on tha t occasion. After rea l iz ing the 
ev i l s of the system Dowiry Prohibi t ion Act was brought 
to s t a t u t e book. But i t w i l l not be able to achieve 
i t s purpose unless publ ic opinion i s aroused against 
the system. 
-MASS MEDIA, ROLE OF 
144, BAN ON pompous marriage t e l e c a s t s dofnanded. H T. 
2 Dec 81; 6 d-e . 
Televising pompous marriages could have the 
effect of glor i fying the dowry system, as cuch, these 
programmes should be banned. Such marriages should 
be decr ied . The programmes which h ighl igh t the evi l 
of dowry system should be te lecas ted every now and 
then. F a c i l i t i e s should be given to s tudents and new 
t a l e n t s to p a r t i c i p a t e in anti-dowry programmes. 
145, GULABANI(S K) . Dowry-mongers. I_E. 13 Ju ly 79; 6 e-f. 
One way of tackl ing t h i s ev i l e f fec t ively i s 
sustained propaganda at the governmental level t ha t 
the po l ice wi l l firmly handle a l l compaints against 
dowry mongers. The press , too, can render great help 
by exposing thoroughly a l l persons, i r r e spec t i ve of 
t h e i r s t a t u s , g u i l t y of dowry crimes. Most of the 
dowry mongprs paass themselves as p i l l e r s of society, 
i f not as social reformers. 
146, TV Programmes on evi l of dowry. Pa t r ika . 3 Dec 81; 
4 d. 
Rninent individuals are inv i ted for TV pro-
grarmnes and these h ighl ight the pros and cons of a 
p a r t i c u l a r system. F a c i l i t i e s may be given to the 
students and new t a l e n t s to p a r t i c i p a t e i n a n t i -
dowry programmes. 
The radio and TV programmes took the form of 
special audience programmes, women and youth progra-
mmes e t c . People from di f fe ren t sect ions of the society 
should be cal led to p a r t i c i p a t e in these programmes. 
-REFORMERS, ROLE OF EVIL EFFECTS 
147. KULKARNI(Shanta) . Soc ia l workers meat i n Nagpur. 
Sec Wei. ^5, 12; 79; 1 0 - 1 1 . 
The educa t ion and p l e n t y of l e i s u r e a r e not 
t h e a b s o l u t e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r t h o s e who wish t o se rve 
t h e s o c i e t y . The woman should do he r b e s t to spread 
happiness i n t h e l i v e s of t h o s e who a r e l e s s f o r t u n a t e 
than h e r s e l f . The problems and urg ing measures t o 
s top t h e c r u a l t r ea tmen t meted ou t t o then due t o 
dowry system should be p u t forward. 
148 . DESHMUKH(Laj) . Women i n 2001: Equal p a r t n e r s i n deve-
lopment. Fgn ina .vo l 18, 2 1977; 24-25 . 
I n o r d e r t o secure a b e t t e r l e g a l s t a t u s f o r 
t h e I n d i a n women, t h e a c t i v i t y of s o c i a l reformers 
has been d i r e c t e d towards t h e a b o l i t i o n of s o c i a l 
e v i l s through l e g i s l a t i o n . But l e g i s l a t i o n cannot by 
i t s e l f change s o c i e t y . The Dowry Act of 1961, l ihich 
has f a i l e d t o r e g i s t e r i t s impact, p r e s e n t s a g l a r i n g 
example. The lacuD ae i n o t h e r l e g i s l a t i o n a f f e c t i n g 
women need t o be br idged so as t o make laws more 
e f f e c t i v e . 
-RELIGIOUS LEADERS,ROLE OP 
149. KAMLESH(S) . Su i c ida l dower i e s . I__E. 19 Aug 79; 6 a . 
I t i s r e f r e sh ing to note t h a t t h e r e i s c o n s i -
d e r a b l e r e s i s t a n c e even from some Brahmin f a m i l i e s , 
who u n f o r t u n a t e l y a r e m i n o r i t y and who c o n s t i t u t e t h e 
supposed lower m i d d l e - c l a s s . 
When w i l l t h i s c i c i o u s c i r c l e end? What i s t h e 
remedy open t o u s ? One w i s h e s t h a t i f n o t t h e p o l i t i c a l 
l e a d e r s , a t l e a s t t h e r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s t o o k up t h e 
c a u s e and s t o p p e d t h e r o t , 
-WOMEN, LEADERS, ROLE OP 
150. DANDAVATE(Prainila) . Public l i v e s . Femina. 19, 20; 78; 
39. 
Dowry has nothing to do with the economic s t a tus 
or education of the family involved. If the g i r l s f ee l s 
tha t the re i s a p ro t ec t ive force behind there, they 
would perhaps feel more able to f ight the i n j u s t i c . 
We want women to f ight against socia l e v i l s and 
crea te consciousness among them for t h e i r r igh t s and 
r e spons ib i l i e s . 
151. GAM)HI(M K) . To the s tuden ts . Reprinted 1958. Navajivan 
publishing house, Atmedabad. Chap 48. 
Majority of g i r l s disappear from publ ic l i f e 
as soon as they are discharged from schools and col leges , 
and dedicate themselves to service of one man ins tead 
of na t iona l . 
G i r l s should know what parva t i did »and i s 
adorned today because of her unheard of tapasya(penance) -
There i s hateful custom of dowry and the author 
esqpects t ha t the g i r l s should r e s i s t t h i s evi l custom 
and look for a par tner who wil l not be i n t h r i s t of 
roonpy, fame e t c . but a person of matchless q u a l i t i e s 
which go to make good charac ter . 
152. TATKA(R S) . Problems of marriage: a loot i n d i s g u i s t . 
Soc Wei. 22, 11; 1976; 10-11. 
The dowry and gold arnaments are claimed both 
by boy and h i s pa ren t s . In future i n t e r e s t of t h e i r 
daughter the parents agree to comply with the wishes 
of the boy and of h i s p a r e n t s . If these p rac t i ce s are 
to be stopped, the g i r l s should refuse to marry a 
man who has abnormal claims than her paren ts can 
afford as g i f t s . 
153. GROVER(V M.;S) . Dowty dea ths . H_T. 14 Ju ly 81; 9 e. 
Women have to face a double ev i l , dowry and 
society dominated by men. The men not only exonerate 
themselves of forcing women to the point of oommiting 
suicide, but also blame women for burning themselves 
with the so le aim of to r tu r ing men. Though slavery 
was never prevalent i n India , but i s p rac t i sed i n 
ever-y home i n Ind ia . Dowry i s a social ev i l and women 
wi l l have to g i th the socie ty to free thonselves of 
the shackles . 
154. KAUL, N K. F r a i l t y , thy name i s not women. I E. 22 Nov 
81; 6a . 
Press repor ts about bride burning have become 
so rou t ine tha t these hardly evoke popular indignation 
any more. Behind each sordid story of inhuman t o r t u r e 
resul t ing i n macabre death, the i n s a t i a b l e greed of 
both the husband and and h i s parents i s very much evi -
dent . But how long the dowry wil l continue to take a 
heavy t o l l of innocent l i v e s . 
As social ev i l s can nefver be ef fec t ive ly era-
dicated by l e g i s l a t i o n , women themselves must spearhead 
and sus ta in a nation-vdde movement with the courage 
of t h e i r convictions so as to turn the t i d e which 
threa tens to immerse them, 
155. SARASWATHI(T S) , and RAHEJA(Shashi). Wbraen's Lib: j u* t 
a facade. Sol Wei. 26, 12; 1980; 1. 
Perhaps the worst enany of women i s women herself . 
She herself perpetuates many of the t r a d i t i o n a l ev i l s 
she has been ha i r t o . 
If a br ide i s not able to bring a hudge dowry 
she becomes the t a rge t of her mother- in-law's agres-
s iveness . In the inc idents of "apparants" suicides by 
young br ides whose promised dowry could not be given 
by the harassed fa ther , i t i s the mother-in-law who 
plays s igni f icant r o l e . 
156. SIIGH(anita Ja i ) . Women as net economic l i a b i l i t y , 
I E. 15 Nov 81; 6a. 
The only way to beat the dowry game, especia l ly 
i n the big c i t i e s where many young women can afford 
to take a stand, i s by refusing to marry in to a family 
which continues to indulge i n such outdated customs. 
If young men can be made to see t h a t young womenmean 
Ixisiness, perhaps i t would lead to more meaningful and 
l e s s commercial r e l a t ionsh ips a l l round. 
157. WOMEN: VENERATED, but pa ten t ly bonded. Link. 23, 40; 
81; 19. 
Women are most ta lked of, as she faces physi-
cal humiliat ion on the s t r e e t s of savage s t ruggle when 
husband's violence causes a women to f l ee to her family 
for p ro t ec t i on . Here a woman should break from woman 
cowards. I t i s the time for wc«nen to stand up and f ight 
for t h e i r due. 
-ORG ANISATION« ROLE OF 
158. RAD(M V Subba) . The Uni ted Nations and t h e s t a t u s 
of Wbinen. Soc Wei. 12, 5; 65 ; 4 - 6 , 
The e f f o r t s of t h e United Nat ions i n t h e s e r -
v i c e of women were preceded by about h a l f a cen tu ry 
of I n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n i n t h i s f i e l d . 
The nonF^governtnental o r g a n i s a t i o n s concerned 
wi th t h e promotion of t h e s t a t u s of women have a s i g -
n i f i c a n t r o l e i n moulding t h e p u b l i c o p i n i o n to t h a t 
end. Here t h e commission c o l l a b o r a t e s c l o s e l y wi th 
t h e s e s p e c i a l i s e d Agenc ies . Since n i n e t e e n s i x t i e s 
t h e a f f o r t s a r e made t o p u t an end t o p r a c t i c e s such 
as chi lc i -marr iage and b r i d e - b u r n i n g . Such p r a c t i c e s 
a r e deeply rooted i n t h e ind igenous customs de r ived 
from n a t u r e c u l t u r e s . 
-NDMEN 0R3ANIZATI0N,R0L£ OF 
159. HIN30RANI(Kapila). Legal a i d fo r women. E v e ' s Wklv. 
25, 23; 8 1 ; 3 1 . 
^ h e r e i s a l o t of confusion i n t h e minds of t h e 
peop le about dowry, s t r i d h a n , p r o p e r t y r i g h t of women. 
Al l t h i s r e q u i r e s a s p e c i a l programme f o r women, fo r 
them t o know t h e i r r i g h t s . 
A l a r g e number of ca ses which a r e r e a l y i n s t a n c e s 
of c r u e l t y , t o r t u r e , murder and s u i c i d e s a l l a r e s u l t 
of dowry demands. Women's o r g a n i s a t i o n s need c o n s t a n t 
l e g a l adv ice and should be coord ina ted i n t o a c e n t r a l 
committee having s t a t u t o r y powers because q u i t e of t e n 
t h e r e has been p u b l i c o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e l ocus s t a n d i 
of t h e s e o r g a n i s a t i o n s . 
-PARLIAMENTARIAN, ROLE OF 
160. BAIG(Tara A l i ) . I n d i a ' s women power; P o l i t i c s and 
l e g i s l a t i o n . 1976. S.Chand, New D e l h i . Chap 1 3 . 
Dowry jp roh ib l t ion Act of 1961 i s an extremely 
impor tan t measure t o p r o t e c t f a m i l i e s a g a i n s t e x p l o i -
t a t i o n by p a r e n t s of sons , who demand what i s o f t e n 
t h e e q u i v a l e n t of an e x h o r b i t a n t "bridegroom p r i c e " . 
The e v i l of dowry a r e a c o n s t a n t i tem on t h e agenda 
of reform by s o c i a l workers and l e g i s l a t o r s . 
As Par l iament i s t h e law-making body of t h e 
count ry , women i n Pa r l i ament have always used o f f i c e 
t o e f f e c t s o c i a l change and a b e t t e r dea l for women, 
-PARENTS, ROLE OF 
1 6 1 . GHAI(Lakhpat R a i ) . Dowry system. H T . 3 March 7 1 ; 7 e . 
Whatever t h e p a r e n t s of g i r l s g i v e a t t h e t ime 
of t h e i r mar r i age from them as a token of a f f e c t i o n 
cannot be termed as dowry. 
Any demand by t h e boys o r t h e i r p a r e n t s should 
not be e n t e r t a i n e d , even i f t h e g i r l s p a r e n t s a r e i n 
a p o s i t i o n t o meet t h e same. At t h e same t ime , t h e 
g i r l s p a r e n t s should a l s o r e f r a i n from o f f e r i n g any 
a l l u r emen t s e i t h e r p u b l i c l y o r o t h e r w i s e . 
-S5UCATI0N, ROLE OF 
162. GA^DHI(M K) . To tjke s t u d e n t s . Repr in ted 1958. Navajivan 
p u b l i s h i n g house, Ahmedabad. Chap 9 7 . 
The custcxn i s c r u e l and h e a r t l e s s . Marriage must 
cease t o be a m a t t e r of arrangement made by p a r e n t s 
fo r money. The g i r l s o r boys o r t h e i r p a r r e n t s w i l l 
have t o break t h e bond of c a s t e i f t h e e v i l i s t o be 
e r a d i c a t e d . This e v i l can be t a c k l e d i f t h e r e i s edu-
c a t i o n s of t h e c o u n t r y . How i s i t t h a t so many boys 
and g i r l s who have even passed through c o l l e g e s a r e 
found unab le o r unwi l l ing t o r e s i s t t h e m a n i f e s t l y s 
e v i l custom which a f f e c t s t h e i r f u t u r e so i n t i m a t e l y 
as mar r i age dose . 
163 . GOY AL(Saraj) • Dowty system. HJ£« 3 March 7 1 ; It, 
The e v i l of dowry system i s on t h e i n c r e a s e . 
But t h e e v i l cannot be e r a d i c a t e d by g i r l s by r e fus ing 
t o marry when t h e p a r e n t s of t h e boys denand dowry. 
I f some h i g h l y educated g i r l s come t o t h e f ron t bu t 
t h e v i l l a g e g i r l s w i l l not be a b l e t o f i g h t t h i s e v i l . 
I f educated g i r l s and boys dec ide t o marry o u t s i d e 
t h e i r c a s t e s and fo r ce t h e i r p a r e n t s t o r e f r a i n from 
g iv ing o r t ak ing dowry and i f t h e Government bans t h e 
d i s p l a y of dowry, t h e e v i l system w i l l d i e a n a t u r a l 
d e a t h . 
-DOMRYLESS MARRIi^ES 
164. NIMBKAR(Jai). The w i l l i r ^ v i c t i m s . Op in ion . 22 ., 13; 
8 1 ; 1. 
Dowry i s a blemish o n o u - r c u l t u r e - a d i s e a s e 
which i s e a t i n g i n t o t h e f a b r i c of o u r s o c i a l l i f e . 
I t seems l aughab le t h a t s o c i a l re formers launch 
carapaigons a g a i n s t dowry when a l l needed t o stamp o u t 
t h e custom i s f o r peop le t o r e s o l v e n e i t h e r t o g i v e 
nor t o t a k e dowry. How can a p a r e n t consent t o t h e 
mar r i age of a daughte r w i th anyone who wishes to s e l l 
himaif and how can a g i r l , s e l f suppor t ing -can agree 
to marry a man who asks f o r a dowry. 
165. PARIMOO(AN) . Marriage, customs and r i t u a l s . Koshur 
Samachar. 15, 7; 80; 2. 
The p rac t i ce of marriage i s very o ld . Out of 
love for the daughter, parents offered some cash or 
gold ornaments and u t e n s i l s e t c . But in cousse of 
time va r i e ty as well as qua l i ty of the a r t i c l e s increa-
sed and marriages are now being bargained. All the 
g i r l s depart from t h e i r parents with dowry. I t i s sug-
gested tha t dowry should be reduced to minimum and the 
cerenony of marriage performed in a simple manner. 
1 6 6 . SINHA(Sanjay) . Dowty d e a t h . N I P . 26 Nov 8 1 ; 4 b . 
Though t h e r e h a s b e e n much hubbub o v e r t h e i s s u e 
of dowry y e t t h e sys tem g o e s on u n a b a t e d . When even 
e d u c a t e d p e o p l e commit s u c h g ruesome m u r d e r s , how c a n 
t h e i l l i t r a t e be b l a m e d . 
The b e s t r a n e d y l i e s i n t h e a b o l i t i o n of t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l endowment t o a d a u g h t e r from h e r p a r e n t s 
i n m a r r i a g e . F u r t h e r , b o y s and g i r l s s h o u l d p u r s u a d e 
t h e i r p a r e n t s t o s t o p dowry t r a n s a c t i o n s i n m a r r i a g e 
and p l e d g e t o c e l e b r a t e " d o w r y - f r e e " m a r r i a g e s . 
-SOCIALIZATION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY 
167. GIPPY QOPAL. Dowry: A mere shadow. Soc Wei, 20 5; 7 3; 
4-5. 
Dowry i s c losely re la ted to family property or 
to the des i r e of acquiring i t , unearned or otherwise. 
Thus was the or ig in of dowry. I t i s only the shadow 
of the rea l object , t ha t i s property and i t s manifold 
l a t e r development. Perpons who are fa is ing for hue and 
cry against dowry are running a f t e r the shadow. Dowry 
w i l l e x i s t i n one form o r o t h e r , u n t i l l and u n l e s s 
t h e i n s t i t u i o n of p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y i s b r o u g h t u n d e r 
t h e c o n t r o l of s o c i e t y . Then m a r r i a g e w i l l become a 
m a t t e r of f r e e c h o i c e and t h e i r o n y t o w e r of c a s t e 
w i l l come down t o t h e d u s t w i t h a l l i t s whims and 
f a n c i e s . 
-FINANCIAL AID-TAMPLE INODME 
1 6 8 . FINANCIAL AID f o r m a r r i a g e . I _ E . 25 May 8 1 ; 5d . 
Hindu f a m i l i e s bo r row h e a v i l y f o r p e r f o r m i n g 
t h e wedd ings of t h e i r c h i l d r e n and t h e i r i n d e b t e d -
n e s s i n c r e a s e s of t h e y y i l d t o t h e e v i l of dowry. 
To f i n d o u t an economic s o l u t i o n and a l s o 
m i t i g a t e t h e e v i l of dowry - a programme d e a r t o l a t e 
San jay Gandhi - t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of u t i l i s i n g t o n p l s 
income w i l l be e x p l o r e d . 
-EOONOMIC INCENTIVES, JOB RESERVATION 
1 6 9 . SHARMA(Mool C h a n d r a ) . A n t i - d o w r y c r u s a d e . H T . 
31 Oct 8 1 ; 9 f. 
The c r u s a d e a g a i n s t dowry was s t a r t e d by 
San jay Gandh i and s h o u l d be c o n t i n u e d by R a j i v G a n d h i , 
T h i s e v i l i s r o o t of c o r r u p t i o n and s p r e a d s , t h e 
t e n d e n c y t o a mass w e a l t h . I t can be f o u g h t i f d e d i -
c a t e d young men vow n o t t o t a k e dowry. S e a t s s h o u l d 
be r e s e r v e d a t c e n t r a l and s t a t e l e v e l f o r t h o s e who 
mar ry w i t h o u t dowry. M e r e l y a law w i l l n o t s o l v e t h e 
p r o b l e n . 
LUCKNOW-SOGIAL PROBLEM^MARRIASE -CUSTOMS AMD 
RITES-DOWRY-EVIL EFFECTS-STEPS, REMEDIAI,-
WOMEN ORGANIZATION, ROLE OP 
1 7 0 . DOWRY DEATHS. The H T . 25 J u n e 8 1 ; 9 a - b . 
The s u f f e r i n g of b r i d e s f o r n o t b r i n g i n g s u f f i -
c i e n t dowry a t t h e t i m e of m a r r i a g e i s s h a m e f u l l y on 
t h e i n c r e a s e . I n Lucknow a l o n e t h e r e w e r e a s many a s 
32 dowry d e a t h s , d u r i n g f i r s t t h r e e mon ths of t h i s 
y e a r . 
To o u r c o l l e c t i v e shame, we f e e l h e l p l e s s t o 
do a n y t h i n g a b o u t t h i s s y s t e m . I t i s n o t enough t o make 
l a w s . The r o l e of women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s a s w a t c h - d o g s 
becomes a l l t h e more r e l e v a n t i n t h i s c o n t e x t . The 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h e i n s t i t u t i o n of dowry i s a r e f l e c -
t i o n of o u r f e u d a l h e r i t a g e . I f we want t o l i n e up t o 
o u r p r e t e n s i o u s and a s p i r a t i o n s of a modern and j u s t 
s o c i e t y we must m o b i l i s e o u r s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and 
government r e s o u r c e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s t o a t t a c k t h e 
e v i l p r a c t i c e of dowry head o n . 
CALCUTTAr-SOCIAL PROBLBMS-MARRIAGB-CUSTOMS AND 
RITES-DOWRY-EVIL EFFECTS-ST EPS, REMEDIAL-
INEFPECTIVENSS-CAUSES-SOCIAL APATHY 
1 7 1 . BALASUBRAHMANYAN(Vimal) . Dowry d e a t h s : A b r i d e i s 
k i l l e d . Sunday . 9, 2 ; 8 1 ; 2 1 - 2 2 . 
Harassment o v e r dowry and s u c c e s s f u l s u i c i d e 
l e a d s t o d e m o n s t r a t i o n s and p r o t e s t p r o c e s s i o n s . 
F i n a l l y a p u b l i c m e e t i n g w i t h s p e e c h e s denounc ing 
t h e p r a c t i c e of dowry . At t h e end of a l l t M s , t h e r e 
i s n o t t h e s m a l l e s t r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t f u t u r e 
dowry d e a t h s a r e g o i n g t o be p r e v e n t e d . I t i s t r u e 
e s p e c i a l l y i n C a l c u t t a : Marwari f a m i l i e s . 
There i s no evidence of s o c i a l beyco t t of t h o s e 
whose d a u g h t e r s - i n - l a w d i e t r a g i c d e a t h . Leading and 
i n f l u e n t i a l manbers of marwari community never denounce 
t h e s e dowry d e a t h s . P a r e n t s r a t i o n a l i s e by g lo s s ing 
over t h e dowry and say, "why accuse t h e in - l aws"? 
I n s t e a d , s o c i e t y goes on: "Samaj tho a i s a hi h a i " . 
(This i s how t h e s o c i e t y i s ) . 
-STEPS, PREVENTIVE 
172. JAUHARI(Rajeev). Dowry menace. N I P . 19 Nov 8 1 ; 4c . 
Dowry dea ths have become common, but a l l t h e 
cases a r e not r e g i s t e r e d and r e g i s t e r e d , fol low up 
a c t i o n i s ve ry slow. 
Mere drawing room d i s c u s s i o n s w i l l not s top t h e 
menace and u p l i f t t h e p o s i t i o n of 'women' i n our soc i e ty . 
A fee l ing of i n s e c u r i t y has developed among t h e women-
f o l k . Age-old customs of mar r iage , t h e p r i d e of s o c i e t y , 
has been ru ined and dashed to p i e c e s ending i n no th ing-
n e s s . 
Let our law be t a i l o r e d to s u t t h e uroen t need 
of s o c i e t y . 
173 . TIKU(S N) . Marriage and wory. Kashur Samachar. 15, 5; 
80; 2 - 4 . 
I n s t i t u t i o n of mar r i age i s as o ld a s human 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . The Ind ian law g i v e r s formulated codes 
which covered t h e e n t i r e gamut of human needs bestow-
ing b e t t e r s t a t u s t o women t i l l t h i s day. 
Dowry i s one of t h e many problems concerning m a r r i a -
g e . I t i s of very r ecen t o r i g i n . The scope fo r t h e 
choice of t h e b r i d e and t h e groom w i t h i n a p a r t i c u l a r 
s ec t t e n d s t o encourage dowry. A committee of wise 
men may be s e t up who w i l l pu t f o r t h c o n c r e t e propo-
s a l s as' t o how t h e bride-groom v a l u e i s reduced so 
t h a t t h e f u t u r e s u i c i d e s of community g i r l s and l a r g e 
s c a l e e x p l o i t a t i o n a r e a v e r t e d . 
-I'-iARRIi^E ACT, 1961 
174, COURT SENDS dowry v i c t im t o p r o t e c t i v e cus tody . 
T I . 29 J u l y 8 1 ; 2 O-d. 
The UP Government has empowered a l l d i s t r i c t s 
mar r i ages and a d d i t i o n a l d i s t r i c t m a g i s t r a t e s t o t a k e s 
a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h o s e found g u i l t y of t o r t u r i n g young 
marr ied women fo r more dowry. Five dov/ry v ic t im com-
p l a i n t s have rece ived p r o t e c t i o n i n t h e d i s t r i c t . I n 
case of Mrs.Sushma "dowry v i c t i m " t h e court, has gone 
to t h e ex t en t of i s s u i n g a search war r an t t o ensure 
her p r o t e c t i o n . 
-PROHIBITION ACT, 1961 
175. GEETA LAL. Quick d ivo rce f o r whom? N H. 29 March 8 1 ; 
1 a -h . 
^ r a l l y was s taged i n t h e c a p i t a l a g a i n s t t h e 
t h i r d amendment t o t h e Hindu mar r iage Act 1955 which 
does not i n s i s t on t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of mar r i age t h a t 
has s tayed s e p a r a t e l y fo r t h r e e y e a r s , t h e mar r iage 
could be annu l led a t t h e r eques t of e i t h e r p a r t y . But 
t h e s t a t i s t i c s of such c a s e s r e v e a l t h a t t h e t r o u b l e 
of s e p a r a t i o n i n most of t h e c a s e s i s i n s u f f i c i e n t 
dowjry. S o c i e t y i s b i a s e d a g a i n s t t h e women. A s o c i a l 
w o r k e r a s k e d i f m a r r i a g e s w e r e e v e r p e r f o r m e d i n o u r 
s o c i e t y . " I t i s a lways a c o n t r a c t " . 
-UP-STEPS^ PREVENTIVE 
1 7 6 . CHOUDHARY(Pawan) . Ant i -Dowry A c t . So l Wei. 20, 5; 7 3 ; 
5 . 
D e s p i t e s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n / dowry sys t em, e i t h e r 
i n c a s h o r k i n d , s t i l l p e r s i s t s . The r o o t of t h e e v i l 
p r a c t i c e , go d e e p e r and l e g i s l a t i o n can h e l p o n l y when 
t h e r o o t c a u s e s a r e e l i m i n a t e d . 
The Act p r o h i b i t i o n s a p e r s o n g i v i n g o r t a k i n g 
o r a b e t i n g t h e giving- o r t a k i n g of dowry. I t a l s o makes 
any a g r e a n e n t f o r t h e g i v i n g and t a k i n g of dowry a s 
v o i d . 
INDI A- SO CI AL PRO BL EMS-HARx I^ PCE-CO STOMS 
AND RITES-DOWRY-EVIL EFFECTS-STEPS, PREVENTIVE-
PROHIBITION ACT-INEFFECTIVENESS 
1 7 7 . ROyaDUDHURy(Ashok) . How much dowry. N I P . 18 Nov 8 1 ; 
4 c . 
The r e p o r t t h a t m a r r i a g e s would be r e g i s t e r e d 
c o m p u l s o r i l y from A p r i l 1982, i s t o be welcomed. At 
t h e same t i m e t h e Government s h o u l d a l s o p r o m u l g a t e 
and o r d e r t h a t i n t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n q u e r i e s t h e r e s h o u l d 
a w r i t t e n q u e r y a b o u t t h e dov/ry g i v e n and t h e m a r r i a g e 
e x p e n d i t u r e s i n c u r r e d . The m a r r i a g e w i t h o u t ' dowry ' 
s h o u l d b e f e l i c i t a t e d by t h e Gove rnmen t . Thus t h e 
c u r s e of dowry w i l l b e checked t o a l a r f e e x t e n t . 
178. BERINDRANATH(Dewan) . Laws are not for burning. Dewocratic 
Vforld. 10, 45; 81; 5-6, 
We have become so irnrnune to horror around us tha t 
even a day- l ight murder f a i l s to shock, u s . Courts are 
unable to help the vict ims of i n j u s t i c e and crime be-
the laws are badly or loosely drafted providing enough 
loopholes for the evaders. The law-makers have not been 
able to find time to tone them up because they are too 
busy in the game of power. Thus the demand for a more 
ra t iona l and effect ive law against dowry has been hang-
ing f i r e . No conscience i s pricked i f even acxxjrding 
to po l ice records nearly a thousand cases of "dowry 
crimes" are regis tered in aplace l i k e Delhi alone i n 
the course of one year . 
179. BRIDE GROOME for s a l e . Statesman. 17 Feb 76; Id -e . 
I t i s no longer soc io l i g s t s alone who are appa-
l l e d by the dowry system. The p o l i t i c a l leadership has 
also decided tha t i t should go; l e g i s l a t i o n has been 
passed and i t has been planned to ban i t or a t l e a s t 
to curb i t . 
Legal remedies for social i l l s a re hard to ad-
min i s t e r . Anti-dowry movenent launched i n some p a r t s 
of the country may prove more e f fec t ive . 
180. eHATTOPADH0AY(Kamla Devi) . The women's movement then 
and now. InJMN(Devaki) . Indian Women.3975.;. Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting, Ind ia , p 30-36, 
The v i t a l i ssues tha t touches women i s the 
dowry systan. I t i s soc ia l ly a most degrading i n s t i t u -
t ion and economically hazardous, making a mockery of 
both law and human decency. Nevertheless today there 
i s no raovemerit even to s t f l e i t , leave alone exterminate 
i t . Here i s an open and consis tent v i o l a t i o n of a 
law by a l l the <3a.sses and a t a l l the l e v e l s . The 
very Act for which women once fought, i s mult i f ied 
with impunity• Yet the women ronnain s i l e n t . 
181. DOWRY SYSTEM worries p a r e n t s . H T. 2 June 81; 7c . 
According to a survey in Marathwada region 
the parents of g i r l s are paying dowry depend!rts on 
the socia l and educational background of the boys. 
Despite the anti-dowry laws and the work of social 
and organisat ions , dowry s t i l l p r eva i l s mainly due to 
mutual understanding between the p a r t i e s . 
182. HARI(Nara C S) . Dowry deaths in Delhi . Imprint . 19, 
9; 79; 51 . 
A woman i s l i t e r a l l y roasted a l ive every a l t e r -
nate day in the cap i t a l , yet her death i s passed off 
o r proclaimed an ' acc iden t ' or ' s u i c i d e ' i n the courts 
of law. Dowry Prohibi t ion Act 1961 adorns our s t a t u t e 
book/ with hardly any inf ring orient cases regis tered 
during l a s t 18 years . 
Everyone recognises dowry seeking as a social 
ev i l , yet none wants to shun i t , for , the greed for 
money i s inborn i n man. 
183. A JUDGEMEOT against dowry. Fetnina. 22, 2; 81; 15. 
Dowry: A few pieces of metal, a wad of paper 
notes and yet , how many daughters are ruined, how 
many l i v e s l o s t in the greed of dowry. In 1961, the 
dowr y prohib i t ion Act came into effect , to help prevent 
daughters being sold with g i f t s of cash and kind, but 
the p r a c t i c e continued. All men a l l over the country 
continue t o donand heavy br ides for the honour they 
bestow on a g i r l by roarryixig her . 
184. RAI(Prabha). A dialogue with the soul of Babu. Soc Wei. 
16, 7; 69; 5-9. 
The women of India agree with you tha t dowry 
i s the most degrading p r ac t i c e and causes any amount 
of humil iat ion and even barbarism. On the s t a t u t e book 
we have the Dowry Prohibi t ion Act which lays down thttt 
giving and taking of dowry wi l l be legal offence. I t 
i s good.as fa r as our resolu t ion goes but i n p r ac t i c e 
the publ ic and the makers of the law are equally 
g u i l t y of v io la t ing i t , 
185. A ROT tha t p e r s i s t s . Link. 14, 12; 71; 4 1 . 
Although the giving and ge t t ing of dowries have 
become a lega l offence, the custom not only cotitinues 
but, among ce r t a in sec t ions , seens to be on inc rease . 
The a g i t a t i o n against the dowry system, conducted by 
the NFIW led to the anti-dowry Bi l l being in Parliament 
Society i s s t i l l a long way off from eradicat ing t h i s 
sickening p r a c t i c e . Dowry i s a heinous p rac t i ce and 
has become a means for money grabbling; the future 
happiness of the br ide depends on the amount of money 
she has brought. I t bads to suicide when the amount 
i s considered inadequate. 
186. RITA RAKLMTOOLA. The dowry prohib i t ion Act; Fenjina. 
16, 23; 75; 33. 
The g i f t s of af fec t ion are not dowry i s the 
de f in i t ion given i n the Act. No d i s t i n c t i o n between 
a g i f t and dowry, and persons giving or taking dowry 
are punishable . 
I t i s qui te c l ea r t ha t dowry i s masquerading 
as "g i f t s of a f fec t ion" . The gap between t rue ly 
voluntary "g i f t s of affect ion" and ex to r t iona t s dowry 
could be gauged by carrying out a census of g i f t s made 
by the b r i d e ' s parents to couples who have married as 
a r e su l t of love a f f a i r s . I t would be an eye-opener 
to see how dry the wells of affect ion run on such 
occas ions . 
1 8 7 . WOMEN IN p e r s p e c t i v e . L i n k . 23 , 3 ; 8 0 ; 1 8 - 1 9 . 
H a r d l y a day p a s s e s when a young b r i d e dy ing 
of b u m s i s no t r e p o r t e d i n t h e p r e s s , w h i l e t h e r e 
a r e many which go u n n o t i c e d . 
M a r r i a g e becoming more and more a c o n m e r c i a l 
d e a l , p a r e n t s v e r y o f t e n i n c u r d e b t s t o "buy" a good 
h u s b a n d . I n c a s e a g i r l whose f a m i l y i s un±>le t o g i v e 
t h e a g r e e d amount of dowry, t h e g i r l i s h u m i l i a t e d and 
i n s u l t e d a t e v e r y s t e p . The Dowry P r o h i b i t i o n Act 1961 
h a s b e e n a c o m p l e t e f a i l u r e a s i t i s v e r y vogue and 
t h e r e i s no l i m i t t o t h e p r e s e n t s t h a t c a n be g i v e n . 
-GUJARAT 
1 8 8 . ANKLESARIA(Shahna2). Women i n G u j r a t . E v e ' s Wklv. 25 , 
9 ; 8 1 ; 1 3 . 
What makes a man dec ide to k i l l t h e woman he 
has l i v e d w i t h . Dowry i s t h e s i n g l e b i g g e s t known 
r e a s o n . I f she has brought "enough"money/ f i n i s h he r 
off and g e t ano the r who w i l l b r ing more. The Hindu 
Marr iage Act, 1956 makes bigamy a c r imina l offence i n 
most s t a t e s . Af ter t h i s Act came i n t o f o r c e , k i l l i n g 
a wife has become one of t h e e a s i e s t way of circum-
ven t ing i t , 
-CAUSES 
189. BADHAN(J S) . Foundation of h e a l t h y s o c i a l s e t u p . 
See Wei. 22, 6-7 ; 75; 108-109. 
One of t h e s o c i a l e v i l s b a f f l i n g o u r wcsnen and 
t h e s o c i e t y a t l a r g e i s t h e dowry system. A g r e a t dea l 
of concern has been shown by a l l r i g h t - t h i n k i n g peop le 
to pu t an end to t h i s e v i l . S t a t u s has been promulgated 
But we have not been a b l e t o so lve t h e problem t h e b a s i c 
p r o b l a t i s . Attempts to s o l v e t h e s e problems cannot b r ing 
f r u i t t o us u n l e s s we a r e i n a p o s i t i o n t o c r e a t e 
p rope r s o c i a l c l i m a t e . 
190. MUKHI(H R) . I nd i an s o c i e t y and s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n . 
S u r j e e t book depot , D ^ l h i . 74; Chap 14, 
The s o c i e t y , champion of t h e cause of i n d i v i d u a l 
freedom, f e l t t h a t i t was d iv ided between r i c h and poor 
and e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e f a i r sex . Thus s o c i a l l e g i s l a -
t i o n was p u t i n t o fo rce by s o c i a l r e f o r m e r s . They f e l t 
t h a t t h e s o c i a l e v i l s l i k e dowry sys ton , c h i l d mar r i age 
e t c , cannot be e r a d i c a t e d u n l e s s l e g i s l a t i v e measures 
a r e t a k e n . Dowry P r o h i b i t i o n Act of 196i was one of t h e 
measures to check t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n of women, but i t 
cannot and has not been e f f e c t i v e due to ou r lack of 
s o c i a l consc iousnes s . 
191. RITA RAHIMTOOLA. The dowry prohib i t ion a c t . Fernina. 
16, 7; 75; 33. 
The dowry Prohibi t ion Act has remained a deed 
l e t t e r for fourteen years with hardly any a cases of 
infringement being brought before the c o u t s . . . . Since 
the g iver , t aker and abe t to r are a l l held gu i l t y who 
wi l l i n i t i a t e the proceedings. 
192. SAHNI(M K) . Dowry systeam. H_T. 3 March 71 ; 7 e-f. 
The Government has fa i led to enforce the law 
s t r i c t l y . A p o l i t i c a l decis ion can be implemented only 
when i t i s welcomed by soc ie ty . I approach the people 
to get t h e i r support for i t s abo l i t ion but the reply 
from young boys was "Did you not accept dowry"? If 
yes, how can you expect us to leave i t " ? and from young 
g i r l ' s "you want us to go unmarried" and from t h e i r 
parents "who wil l marry our daughters i f we do not 
give dowry. 
19 3 . SURI(Amarjit Singh) . Who wi l l curb dowry? H_T. 13, 
Aug 81; 9 d -e . 
The author agrees with R.D.Shartna tha t the Dowry 
Prohibi t ion Act 1961 has renained a j u d i c i a l ornament 
and has fa i l ed to check the increasing number of dowry 
deaths and fa i led to provide any r e l i e f to i t s v ic t ims . 
I t i s society and not the law, responsible for the mala-
dy. The br ide i s ce r t a in ly not for burning. Giving or 
taking dowry must, be made a cognizable affence. 
194, TIME TO pause and ponder. Link. 24, 4; 81 ; 12-13. 
The growing trend of violence against women 
throws in to forefront a pe r t inen t ques t ion. Vlhat type 
of c i v i l i s e d society are we building and in which direct io) 
our s o c i e t y i s movir^ , Though a l a r g e number of measures 
t o improve t h e l o t of women have been enac ted ye t 
l e g i s l a t i o n can he lp on ly to a l i m i t e d e x t e n t . The l ack 
of moral consc iousness l e a d s t o t h e r e p o r t s l i k e -
gruesome murders , m e r c i l e s s burning of b r i d e s e t c . 
-SOCIAL APATHY 
195« JAVERI(Maena) . Dowry: t h e burning q u e s t i o n . I m p r i n t . 
19# 9; 79 ; 49 -61 . 
Marr iages today have become so c o r r u p t w i th t h e 
l u s t f o r dowry t h a t t h e r e p u t a t i o n o r honour of t h e 
g i r l ' s family ha rd ly m a t t e r s . Everything i s cons idered 
i n t h e terms of money. Dowry has become one of t h e 
majors wreckers of homes and f a m i l i e s . Anti-dowry law 
seems t o have as much e f f e c t on peop le as s t a t u t o r y 
warning has on a n o k e r s . 
196, SHAHNAZ BBSUM. Dowry system: a cu r se f o r t h e s o c i e t y . 
Radiance . 15, 30; 79; 7 . 
Laws a r e made to e x t i n g u i s h t h e f i r e t h a t f l a r e s 
h ighe r and h ighe r , but t hey (laws) a r e t h e s e only to 
adorn t h e pages of s t a t u t e books. Women wi tness wi th 
wide eyes members of t h e i r own sex crumbling to p i e c e s , 
smouldering i n t h e f i r e of t h e d e v l i s h dowry system, 
wi thout making t h e l e a s t movement t o e x t i n g u i s h i t . The 
malady of t h i s e v i l i s so g r e a t t h a t no one da res t o 
t o t a k e any p r a c t i c a l s t e p t o roo t i t o u t . 
-OLD VALUES, PRESERVATION 
1 9 7 . HALLEN(G C) • S o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n : t r a d i t i o n a l i s m and 
c h a n g e . Soc Wei. XI , 1 1 ; 6 5 ; 1 2 - 1 4 . 
S o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n s t r i k e s a t t h e r o o t of ' e x -
p l o i t a t i o n " of one i n d i v i d u a l by a n o t h e r o r by a g roup 
of i n d i v i d u a l s o r i n any o t h e r fo rm. I t b r i d g e s t h e 
g u l f b e t w e e n t h e e x i s t i n g l aws and c u r r e n t needs of 
s o c i e t y . 
Rega rd ing t h e l e g i s l a t i v e p r o v i s i o n s i n r e s p e c t 
of dowry p r o h i b i t i o n - dowry a s o c i a l e v i l s t i l l ooi>-
t i n u e s . E x p e n d i t u r e on m a r r i a g e s s t i l l c o n t i n u e t o b e 
heavy and w a s t e f u l . I n m a t t e r s l i k e m a r r i a g e i d e a l s , 
t h e r e i s an u n o o n c i o u s a t t e m p t t o p r e s e r v e t h e o l d 
v a l u e s . Whatever c h a n g e s h a v e t a k e n p l a c e , t h e r e f o r e , 
a r e l a r g e l y due t o t h e e x i g e n c i e s o f t i m e . 
-STATUTORY AND ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS 
198. AGGARWAL(R C) . Wbmen's L ib . i n Ind i a . Soc Wei. 20, 
10; 74; 11 . 
In order to avoid any discr iminat ion between 
men and women l e g i s l a t i v e measures have been enacted 
to place modern Indian Women lega l ly on the same level 
as men. Socio-economic i n t e r e s t s have duly been safe-
guarded c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y . 
But the monstrous evi l degrading the pos i t ion 
of women i n our society i s dowry system. Though the 
Prohibi t ion Act has been passed i n 1961 yet the monster 
i s s t i l l ra is ing i t s ugly head. The dr ive against the 
dowry systan should be car r ied on c i t i e s as well as i n 
v i l l a g e s by social workers. 
199. ANTI-DOWRY act to be strengthened. P a t r o i t . 
The Union Law Minister, Mr Shiv Shankar said 
tha t the Government was keen on strengthening the Dowry 
Prevention Act to the remove the ev i l from socie ty . 
The question i s current ly engaging the a t t en t ion of 
a j o i n s e l ec t oonunittee of parliament/ which i s col lec t -
ing evidence from various quar ters . "I am almost 
ashamed to give the number of prosecutions under law 
he added. 
200. ANTI DOWRY Act to be l ightened. H T. 8 Ju ly 81; 5b-c. 
The Dowry Prohibi t ion Act, 1961 wi l l be amenr-
ded to check crimes against women. The offence wi l l 
made non-bai lable . Through inves t iga t ion by o f f i ce r s 
not below the rank of deputy superintendent of po l i ce 
wi l l be made of the cases of attempted suic ide or death 
in suspicious circvunstances of young married women 
during f i r s t f ive years of t h e i r marriage. 
201. GOSH(Chhabi) . F r a i l t y , thy name i s not woman. I E. 
22 Nov 81; 6a . 
There can be I t t t l e doubt t ha t dowry i s an ana-
thma in our society amd i t wi l l be around long enough 
to do more mischief. Any movement against the dowry 
system wi l l not succeed unless we are fu l ly awake to 
the seriousness of the s i t u a t i o n , for ins tance , severe 
punishment should be meted out to those who are in -
volved in giving or taking Dowry. 
20 2. DOWRY ACT to be awended. T__I. 7 Ju ly 8 1 ; ,2d. 
The Government proposes to amend the Dowry 
Prohibi t ion Act, 1961 to check crime against women. 
The main thmast of the amendment wi l l be on 
r e s t r i c t i n g os ten ta t ious marriage, inc lus ion of g i f t s 
i n the <^wry, making the offence cognisable and 
non-bai lable and enlarging the catagor ies of persons 
who are e n t i t l e d to lodge a complaint regarding dowry 
offences. 
20 3 . GOVERNI-lENT PLANS new law on crimes against women. H T. 
1 July 80; l a - c . 
While l e g i s l a t i o n and s t r i c t enforconent of the 
laws and ru les are some of the measures to safeguard 
women from explo i ta t ion and a t r o c i t i e s of a l l forms, 
these measures in themselves cannot provide a complete 
solut ion to the problem. What i s imperative i s tha t 
a socia l awareness should be crea ted . Governnent i s 
giving top p r i o r i t y to booking ant i soc ia l elements, 
including death married woman a t t r i b u t a b l e to the 
social evi l of dowry. 
204.H HARR0WIN3 TALE of dowry v ic t im. P a t r o i t . 28 July 81; 
4 a-b . 
A socia l worker in Chandigarh demanded tha t the 
law dealing with dowry be made more s t r ingan t and ex-
emplary a f t e r knowing the harassment or t o r t u r e a young 
br ide had gone at in-laws for more dowry. The social 
workers asked why such greedy in-laws should rKDt be 
s t r a igh t away ar res ted under MISA, NSA or s imilar a c t s ; 
Public should soc ia l ly boycott such people. 
20 5. SETH(D V) . Are they dowry deaths . H_T<. 1 July 81 ; 9Q-d. 
Why are dowry deaths increasing what i s the most 
prominent change tha t we find i n our soc ie ty . Has our 
society became so brute and cr iminal . 
The most prominent change i s emancipation and 
se l f -suff ic iency of women. 
In some cases, dowry might have played a ro le 
before the success or f a i l u r e of marr iage. But in most 
cases today i t comes to play a ro l e a f t e r the f a i l u r e 
of marriage. Any law concerning dowry should be made 
very. Judicious so tha t i t i s not fraught with more 
dangers. 
206. SHARMA(R D) . The dowry mernace. H_2. 28 Ju ly 81; 
4 g-h. 
I n i t i a l l y , dowry was a means of giving a daughter 
her share of inher i t ance . The system p e r s e s t s i n s p i t e 
of the Hindu Succession Act of 1956. I t has degenerated 
in to a soc ia l e v i l . Even Dowry Prohibi t ion Act 1976 
has fa i led to check i t . I t has become ext rac t ion of 
a l l kinds of thems desired by the boy or h i s parents 
from the g i r l ' s family a t the time of marriage and even 
a f te r t h a t . We should have a fresh look a t Dowry 
Prohibi t ion Act of 1976 and prevail ing system of t r a -
d i t i ona l marriage should be made i l l e g a l . 
207. MAlSDHAR(Sujata) . Legal s t a tu s of Indian Women, Soc Wei. 
26 , , 1; 79; 2-3 and 31 . 
Law regulates human behaviour within an organised 
social s t ruc tu re and performs the task of bringing 
about socia l reforms. Pos i t ive laws confer r igh ts on 
t h e weaker groups i n s o c i e t y and are accepted by t h e 
s o c i e t y wi thou t any h e s i t a t i o n . But n e g a t i v e laws a r e 
a g a i n s t t h e s o c i a l c u r r e n t , meet wi th f a r g r e a t e r 
r e s i s t a n c e and a re f r e q u e n t l y evaded. Such laws have 
to be backed by l e g i s l a t i o n . 
Dowry P r o h i b i t i o n Act as i t s t i t l e s u g c e s t s , 
p r o h i b i t s g iv ing o r t ak ing dowry but t h e p r a c t i c e i s 
s t i l l c o n t i n u i n g . While t h e s o c i e t y f i n d s e x i s t i n g 
measures unadequate» t h e i n t e r a c t i o n between law and 
s o c i a l t h i n k i n g i s bound t o g e n e r a t e both l e g a l and 
s o c i a l reform. 
-PROPOSALS 
208. DUTTA(P C ) . Pu l l ing some t e e t h i n an t i -dowry law. 
O r g a n i s e r . 31 , 6; 79; 5 . 
Owing t o t h e custom of dowry, daugh te r would 
be a f i n a n c i a l l i a b i l i t y and male c h i l d a good finar>-
c i a l i nves tmen t . Moral appea l s cannot e r a d i c a t e t h e 
e v i l . The Government should amend t h e Dowry P r o h i b i -
t i o n Act of 1961 and a s e p a r a t e enforeement machinery 
should be c r e a t e d t o implenent t h i s measure^ keep 
v i g i l a n t watch and br ing l aw-breakers t o book, 
209. MAHAJAN(Krishnan). The second Bex. HJ^, 13 Dec 8 1 ; l a - h . 
In Ind ian laws p e r t a i n i n g to t h e oppress ion of 
women dea l only with t h e consequences of e x p l o i t a t i o n , 
not wi th t h e a c t u a l c a u s e s . Dowry cannot be e r a d i c a t e d 
by l e g a l measures a lone , a s i s obvious nov. Legal so lu -
t i o n i s (a) banning of such p r a c t i c e s as f e a s t i n g , 
g iv ing and tak ing of c l o t h e s , money o r any o t h e r t h i n g . 
(b) and t u r n mar r iage i n t o a c o n t r a c t . 
210. RAO(P V). Who wi l l curb dowry? H T. 13 Aug 81; 9f. 
Such t ragedies as burning of br ides have been 
ascribed to our dowry system. Legal loopholes have 
encouraged the f iendish elonents to play with the 
l i ves of our daughters and s i s t e r s and escape the 
cultahes of law. A decade age one xare ly came across 
news of br ide burning simply because she has not 
fetched a fa t dowry. If the ''Guiness Book of World 
Records" l i s t s Indian as the only country where l a rges t 
numbeir of br ides are burnt a l ive and Indians as the 
most s a d i s t i c creatures in the world we should not be 
surpr i sed . There should be change in law to ensure 
iDeastly punishments for beast ly crimes. 
211 . SANDHU(G S) • Wcxnen and marriage law Secular Democracy. 
8, 20; 75; 29. 
More than half of the women's year i s over but 
no law has been passed so fa r which may ameliorate the 
sufferings of t h i s weaker sec t ion . Prac t ice of giving 
and taking dowry has been condemend from times immemo-
r i a l by reforms but none the l ess i t has been on the 
increase with advance of education and b e t t e r soc ia l 
condi t ions . Dananding Dowry i s an offence. U/S 4 of 
the Dowry Prohibi t ion Act 1961 punishable with impri-
sonment or with f ine or both. But the presents a t the 
time of marriage are not deonned to be dowry as per 
explanation to sect ion 2, To make the act effect ive 
or opera t ive the sect ion 2 should be repeated. 
-WOMEN,MUSLIMS-SOCIAL RIGHTS 
2 1 2 . FATIMA GHAPOOR. Muslim women and t h e i r s o c i a l p r o -
g r e s s , Rad iance« 1 1 / 40 ; 7 4 ; 1 3 . 
I t i s l a m s a y s t h a t men a s w e l l a s women a r e 
e q u a l g a v e woman h e r due and r e c o g n i s e d h e r l e g i t i m a t e 
r o l e i n t h e s o c i e t y , Muslim woman s h o u l d c a r r y f o r w a r d 
t h e s o c i e t y a s i s e x p e c t e d from h e r by t h e I s l a m . She 
s h o u l d come fo rward and f r e e h e r s e l f from f e t t e r s of 
i g n o r a n c e s u p e r s t i t i o u s and i n d i f f e r e n c e which w i l l 
h e l p i n e r a d i c a t i n g t h e s o c i a l e v i l s l i k e dowry s y s t e m . 
-MARRIA3E MUSLIM, SHIAS-OJSaXDMS AMD 
RITES-DOWRY 
2 1 3 , ABRAR HUSAIN. M a r r i a g e cus toms among Musl ims i n I n d i a . 
A s o c i o l o g i c a l s t u d y of t h e S h i a m a r r i a g e c u s t o m s , 
1976 . S t e r l i n g P u b l i s h e r s . Chap 7 
The s e t t l e m e n t of Maher i s t h e d u t y of t h e g u a r -
d i a n s of b o t h t h e p a n ; i e s . The p r a c t i c e . h a s , assumed 
t h e s h a p e o f a s o c i a l cus tom and t h e amount h a s been 
on i n c r e a s e s i n c e t h e e a r l i e s t p e r i o d . The cons ide ra^ -
t i o n t h a t heavy dower i s a check a g a i n s t d i v o r c e e i s 
f u t i l e . I t i s n e i t h e r r e a s o n a b l e from t h e p o i n t o f 
law and r e l i g i o n n o r i s i t t h e p r e s e n t l a w . The p r e -
v a l e n c e o f t h e e x t r a v a g a n t dowry sys tem l e a d s t o 
u n s u i t a b l e m a r r i a g e s and u n d e s i r a b l e a c t i o n s . 
-SOUTH WEST PR0BLEMS-WDMEN,MARRIA3E-
MOPHLASu. CUSTOMS AND RITES-DOWRY 
2 1 4 . D'SOUZA(Victor S) . K i n s h i p o r g a n i s a t i o n and m a r r i a g e 
cus toms among t h e Moplahs on t h e s o u t h - w e s t c o a s t o f 
I n d i a . I n IMTIAZ AHMHD, Ed. Fami ly k i n s h i p and m a r r i a g e 
among m u s l i m s i n I n d i a . 1 9 7 6 . Manohar, New D e l h i , 
Chap 6 , 
Among t h e r i c h e r s e c t i o n s / s i n c e a man, b e c a u s e 
h e s t a y s i n h i s w i f e ' s t h a r a v a d , v i r t u a l l y f o r t e i t s 
h i s s h a r e o f income from h i s own t h a r a v a d , t h e w i f e ' s 
t h a r a v a d h a s t o make ample p r o v i s i o n f o r h i s economic 
w e l l b e i n g . T h i s i s done by a s e r i e s o f d o w r i e s . 
SOCIAL PROBLEMS-WOMEN,MUSLIMS-CUSTOMS 
AND RITES-DOWRY 
2 1 5 . ROTHRELD(Otto). I n d i a n women. G r e a t B r i t a i n . Chap 8 . 
I n G u j a r a t t h e Mussulman n o b i l i t y p r e s e r v e w i t h 
r e s p e c t t h e names and p r a c t i c e s of t h e R a j p u t c h e i f s 
from whom t h e y a r e d e s c e n d e d . The p r a c t i s e t h e r u l e s 
t h a t a r e w i d e l y a p a r t from t h e j u r i s p r u d e n c e of I s l a m 
The w i s e p r o v i s i o n s of t h e law f o r d o w r i e s and t h e 
s e p a r a t e m a i n t e n a n c e of a w i f e h a v e been n e g l e c t e d . 
-SUNNI SURAT AND VD HRAS-C3J STOMS 
RITES-DOWRY 
2 1 6 . LAMBAT(Ismail A ) . M a r r i a g e among t h e s u n n i s u r a t i 
v o h r a s of s o u t h G u j a r a t . I n IMTIAZ AHMEJD, Ed. F a m i l y , 
k i n s h i p and m a r r i a g e among mus l ims i n I n d i a . 1976 , 
Manohar, New D e l h i . C3iap 3 , 
The mar rLage among t h e m u s l i m s i n G u j a r a t d o e s 
n o t i n v o l v e e i t h e r dowry o r b r i d e p r i c e o r an u n n e c e -
s s a r y i n c r e a s e i n t;he b r i d e ' s t r o u s s e a u . M a r r i a g e a r e 
a r r a n g e d by t h e p a r e n t s o f g i r l s o f h i g h e r k h a n d a n s 
t o t h e boys of l o w e r k h a n d a n s who a r e e c o n o m i c a l l y 
w e l l - t o - d o and w i l l o f f e r g r e a t s e c u r i t y f o r t h e i r 
d a u g h t e r s . Those who b e l o n g t o l o w e r k h a n d a n s and a r e 
a b l e t o h e l p t h e i r p r o s p e c t i v e s o n & - i n - l a w s i n e m i g r a t e 
a r r a n g e t h e m a r r i a g e of t h e i r d a u g h t e r s i n h i g h e r 
k h a n d a n s . Tendencey i s t o look f o r s o c i a l and economic 
a d v a n t a g e b o t h p a r t i e s . Q u e s t i o n of dowry o r b r i d e -
p r i c e d o e s n o t a r i s e . 
- «JAMMU AISD KASHMIR SOCIAL PROBLEMS-
WDMEN,MUSLIMS-GUJARS AND BAKARWALS-
CUSTOMS AW RITES-DOWRY 
2 1 7 . KHATANA(R P) , M a r r i a g e and k i n s h i p of G u j a r and 
Baka rwa l s of Jammu and Kashmi r . I n IMTIAZ AHMED, Ed, 
F a m i l y , K i n s h i p and m a r r i a g e among mus l ims i n I n d i a . 
1976 , Manohar« N«aw D e l h i . Chap 1 0 . 
At t h e t i m e of r u k h s a t i t h e g i r l i s g i v e n dowry 
which i n c l u d e s i t a n s f o r d o m e s t i c use* sheep* g o a t s 
and h o r s e s which vrould h a v e been h e r s h a r e i n h e r 
f a t h e r p r o p e r t y . Even t hough t h e G u j a r Baka rwa l s of 
J & K a r e mus l ims and c l a i m t o a d h e r e t o t h e t r a d i -
n a l I s l a m i c r u l e s o f i n h e r i t a n c e y e t t h e g i r l i s n o t 
e n t i t l e d t o r e c e i v e s i s dowry g i v e n t o h e r a t t h e t i m e 
of m a r r i a g e . 
-MADHYA PRADESH-CUSTOMS AISD RITES-
DOWRY 
2 1 8 . D'SOUZA(Victor S) . The v e i l of v i r t u e : Pu rdah and 
t h e muslira f a m i l y i n t h e Bhopal r e g i o n o f C e n t r a l 
I n d i a . I n IMTIAZ AHMED, Ed. F a m i l y , k i n s h i p and 
m a r r i a g e among mus l ims i n I n d i a . 1 9 7 6 , Manohar, New 
D e l h i . Chap 1 0 . 
A l l mus l ims m a r r i a g e s i n Madhya P r a d e s h i n v o l v e 
t h e s i g n i n g of a m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t , t h e NIKAHISIAMA, by 
b o t h t h e b r i d e m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t , t h e i n d i c a t i i ^ a s s e n t 
t o t h e u n i o n . I n c l u d e d i n t h e c o n t r a c t i s a s t a t e m e n t 
o f a amount of Mahr s e t t l e d u p o n , Mahr i s a payment 
t o be g i v e n t o t h e b r i d e by t h e groom and h i s f a m i l y . 
A l l mus l im g i r l s a r e e x p e c t e d t o b r i n g d o w r i e s . D e t a i l e d 
l i s t s a r e k e p t of dowry i t e m s , and i f m a r r i a g e ends 
i n d i v o i r c e , a woman would i d e a l l y t a k e h e r dowr y 
t h i n g s w i t h h e r . 
RAJASTHAN-SOCIAL PROBLEldS-WDMEN,MUSLIM-
MBOS-CUSTOMS AND RITES-DOWRY 
2 1 9 . i03ARWAL(PC) . K i n s h i p and m a r r i a g e among t h e meos of 
R a j a s t h a n , I n IMTIAZ AHMED, Ed. K i n s h i p and m a r r i a g e 
among Musl ims i n I n d i a 1 9 7 6 . Manohar, New D e l h i . 
Chap 1 0 . 
Meo of R a j a s t h a n d o « s n o t a c c e p t b r i d e - p r i c e 
o r a g i f t from t h e g r o o m ' s f a m i l y . They b o a s t t h a t t h e y 
a r e g i v i n g d o w r i e s and n o t s e l l i n g t h e i r d a u g h t e r s . 
A l t h o u g h t h e f e e l i n g a g a i n s t b r i d e - p r i c e i s s t r o n g y e t 
t h e custom h a s become q u i t e p r e v a l e n t . I n n o r t h I n d i a , 
t h e p r e v a i l i n g p r a c t i c e among h i g h Hindus i s t o g i v e 
dowry . Though e d u c a t e d Hindus h a v e d e c r i e d t h i s custom 
b u t t h e p r a c t i c e i s i n c r e a s i n g and l o w e r c a s t e s h a v e 
a l s o a d o p t e d i t . 
IIOIAr-SOCIAL PR0BLEMS-MARRIA3E>-MUSLIMS, PEERZADAS-
CUSTOMS AND RITES-DO WRY-EVIL EFFECTS-MARITAL 
PROBLEMS 
2 2 0 . JEFFERY(Pat r ica ) . F r o g s i n a w e l l , I n d i a n WtMnen i n p u r -
d a h . V i k a s , New D e l h i 7 9 . Chap 5 . 
I n t h e p e e r z a d a s community t h e dowry i s a m a t t e r 
of c o n c e r n f o r a b r i d e : how w i l l h e r i n - l a w s r e s p o n d 
i t ? They do n o t s p e c i f y wha t s h o u l d b e i n c l u d e d i n t h e 
dowry and t h e b r i d e who a r r i v e s p r a c t i c a l l y empty-handed 
w i l l iK)t s u f f e r f o r h e r p a r e n t s ' p o v e r t y . But o u t s i d e , 
i t i s a l l d i f f e r e n t . Some p e o p l e ' s may b e n o b l e and 
make no d a n a n d s , b u t many f a m i l i e s h a v e t h e v u l g a r h a b i t 
o f i n s i s t i n g t h a t c e r t a i n i t a n s s h o u l d b e i n c l u d e d s e -
v e r a l e n g a g a n e n t s h a v e b e e n b roken o f f by t h e p i r y . r t i a s 
when t h e y f i n d t h a t t h e g r o o m ' s p e o p l e a p p e a r more irv-
t e r e s t e d i n t h e g o o d s t h e b r i d e w i l l b r i n g t h e n t h e y 
a r e i n t h e b r i d e h e r s e l f . 
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